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dnesday, June §

“My humanity is bound up in yours, for we can only be human together.”
—Desmond Tutu

The Gospel of St. Luke 10:25-37
On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to
inherit eternal life?” “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?”” He answered,
“‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and
with all your mind’; and ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.” “You have answered correctly,” Jesus re-
plied. “Do this and you will live.” But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is
my neighbor?” In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was
attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half
dead. A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on
the other side. So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side.
But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on
him. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his
own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. The next day he took out two denarii and
gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,” he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for
any extra expense you may have.” “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man
who fell into the hands of robbers?” The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy
on him.” Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”




Daily Praver

Grant us, Lord God, a vision of your world as your love would have it:

a world where the weak are protected, and none go hungry or poor;

a world where the riches of creation are shared, and everyone can enjoy them;
a world where different races and cultures live in harmony and mutual respect;
a world where peace 1s built with justice, and justice 1s guided by love.

Give us the inspiration and courage to build it, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

— Author Unknown







“If we accept and acquiesce in the face of discrimination, we accept the responsibility ourselves and
allow those responsible to salve their conscience by believing that they have our acceptance and
concurrence. We should, therefore, protest openly everything... that smacks of discrimination or
slander.” —Mary McLeod Bethune

Esther 4:1-14

When Mordecai learned of all that had been done, he tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and ashes,
and went out into the city, wailing loudly and bitterly. But he went only as far as the king’s gate,
because no one clothed in sackcloth was allowed to enter it. In every province to which the
edict and order of the king came, there was great mourning among the Jews, with fasting, weeping
and wailing. Many lay in sackcloth and ashes. When Esther’s eunuchs and female attend ants came
and told her about Mordecai, she was in great distress. She sent clothes for him to put on instead of
his sackcloth, but he would not accept them. Then Esther summoned Hathak, one of the king’s
eunuchs assigned to attend her, and ordered him to find out what was troubling Mordecai and why.

So Hathak went out to Mordecai in the open square of the city in front of the king’s gate. Mordecai
told him everything that had happened to him, including the exact amount of money Haman had
promised to pay into the royal treasury for the destruction of the Jews. He also gave him a copy of
the text of the edict for their annihilation, which had been published in Susa, to show to Esther and
explain it to her, and he told him to instruct her to go into the king’s presence to beg for mercy and
plead with him for her people.
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Hathak went back and reported to Esther what Mordecai had said. Then she instructed him to say
to Mordecai, “All the king’s officials and the people of the royal provinces know that for any man or
woman who approaches the king in the inner court without being summoned the king has but one
law: that they be put to death unless the king extends the gold scepter to them and spares their lives.
But thirty days have passed since I was called to go to the king.”

When Esther’s words were reported to Mordecai, he sent back this answer: “Do not think that
because you are in the king’s house you alone of all the Jews will escape. For if you remain silent
at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your
father’s family will perish. And who knows but that you have come to your royal position for
such a time as this?”



Daily Prayer

Pray for those who are hungry.

Pray harder for those who will not feed them.

Pray for those who struggle each week to pay their bills.
Pray harder for the wealthy who do not care.

Pray for those who are homeless.

Pray harder for those who deny them shelter.

Pray for the sick and lonely.




Datly Praver (Contimued)

Pray harder for those who will not give them comfort.
Pray for those who cry out for dignity.

Pray harder for those who will not listen.

Pray for those oppressed by unjust wages.

Pray harder for those who exploit them.

Pray for those who bear the yoke of prejudice.

Pray harder for those who discriminate against them.
Pray for those whose basic needs are denied.

Pray harder for public officials who cater to the greedy and ignore those bound
unjustly.

Amen.
— Author Unknown







day, June 1

"I refuse to accept the view that mankind is so tragically bound to the starless midnight of racism
and war that the bright daybreak of peace and brotherhood can never become a reality.... I believe
that unarmed truth and unconditional love will have the final word." — Reverend Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr.

John 1:1-14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with
God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has
been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines in the dark-
ness, and the darkness has not overcome it. There was a man sent from God whose name was
John. He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. He
himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. The true light that gives light to
everyone was coming into the world. He was in the world, and though the world was made through
him, the world did not recognize him. He came to that which was his own, but his own did not re-
ceive him. Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to be-

come children of God—children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s
will, but born of God.

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the
one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.



Daily Praver

For all those who have fallen victim to hatred and inhumanity, for those loved
ones who are left behind to mourn, for the souls of those whose hearts are cold,
Lord, hear our prayer.

For the children who are being born into this world of conflict and violence, for
women and mothers who suffer needlessly, Lord, hear our prayer.

For all those who have been forced into unemployment, who long to return to
work, for all those who struggle to support their families, Lord, hear our prayer.

For the children who cry in their beds at night and wonder "what have I done?"




Daily Praver (Continued)

For the mothers and fathers who must try to explain the unexplainable, Lord,
hear our prayer.

For all the children who have died before their time, for the soldiers who allow
their uniform to strip them of their humanity, for the healers who are denied the
opportunity to use their gifts, Lord, hear our prayer.

For the redemption of souls of both victim and perpetrator, for those who commit
themselves to the forgiveness of sins, Lord, hear our prayer.

— Author Unknown







“The basic fact is that Christianity as it was born in the mind of this Jewish thinker and teacher
appears as a technique of survival for the oppressed. That it became, through the intervening years, a
religion of the powerful and the dominant, used sometimes as an instrument of oppression, must not
tempt us into believing that it was thus in the mind and life of Jesus. 'In him was life; and the life
was the light of men." Wherever his spirit appears, the oppressed gather fresh courage; for he
announced the good news that fear, hypocrisy, and hatred, the three hounds of hell that track the trail
of the disinherited, need have no dominion over them.” — Howard Thurman

The Gospel of Luke 4:14-21

Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the whole
countryside. He was teaching in their synagogues, and everyone praised him. He went to Nazareth,
where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his
custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he
found the place where it is written:
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“The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
because he has anointed me

to proclaim good news to the poor.

He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners
and recovery of sight for the blind,

to set the oppressed free,

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the
synagogue were fastened on him. He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in
your hearing.”



Daily Prayer

Come, O Holy Spirit

Come, open us to the wonder, beauty, and dignity of the diversity found in each
culture in each face, and in each experience we have of the other among us.

Come fill us with generosity as we are challenged to let go and allow others to
share with us the goods and beauty of earth.

Come heal the divisions that keep us from seeing the face of Christ in all men,
women, and children.

Come free us to stand with and for those who must leave their own lands in order
to find work, security, and welcome in a new land, one that has enough to share.

Come bring us understanding, inspiration, wisdom, and the courage needed to
embrace change and stay on the journey.

Come, O Holy Spirit, show us the way.
Amen.

— Author Unknown







nday, June [5

“Any theology that is indifferent to the theme of liberation is not Christian theology.”
— James H. Cone

Exodus 3:1-14

Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father in law, the priest of Midian: and he led the flock to the
backside of the desert, and came to the mountain of God, even to Horeb. And the angel of the Lord
appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the bush
burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed.

And Moses said, I will now turn aside, and see this great sight, why the bush is not burnt. And when
the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, God called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and said,
Moses, Moses. And he said, Here am 1.

And he said, Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou
standest is holy ground. Moreover he said, I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon God.



nday, June [5

And the Lord said, I have surely seen the affliction of my people which are in Egypt, and have heard
their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows; And I am come down to deliver
them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land unto a good land and a
large, unto a land flowing with milk and honey; unto the place of the Canaanites, and the Hittites,
and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites.

Now therefore, behold, the cry of the children of Israel is come unto me: and I have also seen
the oppression wherewith the Egyptians oppress them.

Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth my
people the children of Israel out of Egypt.

And Moses said unto God, Who am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh, and that I should bring forth
the children of Israel out of Egypt? And he said, Certainly I will be with thee; and this shall be a to-
ken unto thee, that I have sent thee: When thou hast brought forth the people out of Egypt, ye shall
serve God upon this mountain.

And Moses said unto God, Behold, when I come unto the children of Israel, and shall say unto them,
The God of your fathers hath sent me unto you; and they shall say to me, What is his name? what
shall I say unto them?

And God said unto Moses, I Am That I Am: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children
of Israel, I Am hath sent me unto you.



Daily Praver

Give us, O God, the vision which can see Your love in the world in spite of
human failure.

Give us the faith to trust Your goodness in spite of our ignorance and weakness.
Give us the knowledge that we may continue to pray with understanding hearts.
And show us what each one of us can do to set forward the coming of the day of
universal peace.

Amen.

— Frank Borman







nday June I4

"When I dare to be powerful to use my strength in the service of my vision, then it becomes less and
less important whether I am afraid." —Audre Lorde

1 Samuel 17:33-50

Saul replied, “You are not able to go out against this Philistine and fight him; you are only a young
man, and he has been a warrior from his youth.” But David said to Saul, “Your servant has been
keeping his father’s sheep. When a lion or a bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock, 1
went after it, struck it and rescued the sheep from its mouth. When it turned on me, I seized it by its
hair, struck it and killed it. Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this uncircumcised
Philistine will be like one of them, because he has defied the armies of the living
God. The Lord who rescued me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will rescue me
from the hand of this Philistine.” Saul said to David, “Go, and the Lord be with you.”

Then Saul dressed David in his own tunic. He put a coat of armor on him and a bronze helmet on his
head. David fastened on his sword over the tunic and tried walking around, because he was not used
to them.



nday June I4

“I cannot go in these,” he said to Saul, “because I am not used to them.” So he took them off. Then
he took his staff in his hand, chose five smooth stones from the stream, put them in the pouch of his
shepherd’s bag and, with his sling in his hand, approached the Philistine.

Meanwhile, the Philistine, with his shield bearer in front of him, kept coming closer to David. He
looked David over and saw that he was little more than a boy, glowing with health and
handsome, and he despised him. He said to David, “Am I a dog, that you come at me with sticks?”
And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. “Come here,” he said, “and I’ll give your flesh to the
birds and the wild animals!” David said to the Philistine, “You come against me with sword and
spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the Lord Almighty, the God of the armies of
Israel, whom you have defied. This day the Lord will deliver you into my hands, and I’ll strike you
down and cut off your head. This very day I will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the
birds and the wild animals, and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel. All those
gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the Lord saves; for the battle is
the Lord’s, and he will give all of you into our hands.”

As the Philistine moved closer to attack him, David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet
him. Reaching into his bag and taking out a stone, he slung it and struck the Philistine on the
forehead. The stone sank into his forehead, and he fell facedown on the ground.

So David triumphed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone; without a sword in his hand
he struck down the Philistine and killed him.




Daily Praver

Eternal Father, You created us in Your own image and likeness, but sin has
warped the minds of men and throughout the world there 1s much injustice and
much carelessness of the rights of other people and personal responsibility.

Lord when You are excluded from the hearts and consciences of men, the
inevitable result 1s that people suffer and Lord, there is much injustice and
corruption taking place in our world today, not only in the lives of individuals but
also in the corridors of power and the council rooms of many nations.

We pray Lord that You will right all the wrongs that are taking place in our world
and vindicate those that are being treated unjustly. Keep us Father from trying to
take matters into our own hands for vengeance 1s your and You will repay - but
Lord in your grace and mercy we pray that you would give justice and peace to
all those that have been cruelly and unfairly treated by their fellow man and may
injustice and carelessness that they have had to endure be the means to draw
them into Your saving arms of grace - we ask this in the precious name of the
Lord, Jesus.

— Author Unknown







I Dream A World

I dream a world where man And every man is free
b

No other man will scorn, Where wretchedness will hang its head
Where love will bless the earth And joy, like a pearl,
And peace its paths adorn Attends the needs of all mankind-

I dream a world where all Of such I dream, my world!
Will know sweet freedom's way, —Langston Hug;hes

Where greed no longer saps the soul
Nor avarice blights our day.

A world I dream where black or white,
Whatever race you be,

Will share the bounties of the earth




Revelation 21: 1-6

Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the first earth had passed
away, and there was no longer any sea. [ saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And I heard a loud voice
from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell
with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. ‘He will
wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the
old order of things has passed away.” He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making
everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” He said
to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the thirsty I will
give water without cost from the spring of the water of life.



Daily Prayer

O Lord, open my eyes that I may see the needs of others

Open my ears that [ may hear their cries;

Open my heart so that they need not be without succor;

Let me not be afraid to defend the weak because of the anger of the strong,
Nor afraid to defend the poor because of the anger of the rich.

Show me where love and hope and faith are needed,

And use me to bring them to those places.

And so open my eyes and my ears

That I may this coming day be able to do some work of peace for thee.

—Alan Paton




END
SYSTENI




The Hill We Climb

When day comes we ask ourselves,

where can we find light in this never-ending shade?
The loss we carry,

a sea we must wade.

We've braved the belly of the beast,

We've learned that quiet isn't always peace,

and the norms and notions

of what just is

isn't always just-ice.

And yet the dawn is ours

before we knew it.

Somehow we do it.

Somehow we've weathered and witnessed

a nation that isn't broken,

but simply unfinished.

We the successors of a country and a time

where a skinny Black girl

descended from slaves and raised by a single mother
can dream of becoming president

only to find herself reciting for one.

And yes we are far from polished.
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Far from pristine.
But that doesn't mean we are

striving to form a union that is perfect.

We are striving to forge a union with purpose,

to compose a country committed to all cultures, colors, characters and
conditions of man.

And so we lift our gazes not to what stands between us,

but what stands before us.

We close the divide because we know, to put our future first,
we must first put our differences aside.

We lay down our arms

so we can reach out our arms

to one another.

We seek harm to none and harmony for all.

Let the globe, if nothing else, say this is true,

that even as we grieved, we grew,

that even as we hurt, we hoped,

that even as we tired, we tried,

that we'll forever be tied together, victorious.

Not because we will never again know defeat,

but because we will never again sow division.
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Scripture tells us to envision
that everyone shall sit under their own vine and fig tree

and no one shall make them afraid.

If we're to live up to our own time,

then victory won't lie in the blade.

But in all the bridges we've made,

that is the promise to glade,

the hill we climb.

If only we dare.

It's because being American is more than a pride we inherit,
it's the past we step into

and how we repair it.

We've seen a force that would shatter our nation

rather than share it.

Would destroy our country if it meant delaying democracy.
And this effort very nearly succeeded.

But while democracy can be periodically delayed,

it can never be permanently defeated.
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dnesday, June 16

In this truth,
in this faith we trust.

For while we have our eyes on the future,
history has its eyes on us.

This is the era of just redemption

we feared at its inception.

We did not feel prepared to be the heirs

of such a terrifying hour

but within it we found the power

to author a new chapter.

To offer hope and laughter to ourselves.

So while once we asked,

how could we possibly prevail over catastrophe?
Now we assert,

How could catastrophe possibly prevail over us?
We will not march back to what was,

but move to what shall be.

A country that is bruised but whole,

benevolent but bold,

fierce and free.




We will not be turned around
or interrupted by intimidation,

because we know our inaction and inertia

will be the inheritance of the next generation.

Our blunders become their burdens.

But one thing is certain,

If we merge mercy with might,

and might with right,

then love becomes our legacy,

and change our children's birthright.

So let us leave behind a country

better than the one we were left with.

Every breath from my bronze-pounded chest,

we will raise this wounded world into a wondrous one.
We will rise from the gold-limbed hills of the west.
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We will rise from the windswept northeast,
where our forefathers first realized revolution.

We will rise from the lake-rimmed cities of the midwestern states.
We will rise from the sunbaked south.

We will rebuild, reconcile and recover.

And every known nook of our nation and

every corner called our country,

our people diverse and beautiful will emerge,

battered and beautiful.

When day comes we step out of the shade,

aflame and unafraid,

the new dawn blooms as we free it.

For there is always light,

if only we're brave enough to see it.

If only we're brave enough to be it.

—Amanda Gorman
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Micah 6:8

He has told you, O man, what is good;
And what does the Lord require of you
But to do justice, to love kindness,

And to walk humbly with your God?



Daily Praver
Let us Pray,

Ever present God, you called us to be in relationship with one another and
promised to dwell wherever two or three are gathered.

In our community, we are many different people; we come from many different
places, have many different cultures.

Open our hearts that we may be bold in finding the riches of inclusion and the
treasures of diversity among us. We pray 1n faith.

— Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.







“If there is no struggle, there is no progress.” — Frederick Douglass

Isaiah 1:17

Verse Concepts
Learn to do good;
Seek justice,
Reprove the ruthless,
Defend the orphan,
Plead for the widow.



Daily Prayer

We cannot merely pray to you, O God, to end war;
For we know that You have made the world in a way that people must find their
own path to peace within themselves and with their neighbors.

We cannot merely pray to You, O God, to end starvation;
For You have already given us the resources with which to feed the entire world,
if we would only use them wisely.

We cannot merely pray to You, O God, to root out prejudice;
For You have already given us eyes with which to see the good in all people, if
we would only use them rightly.

We cannot merely pray to You, O God, to end despair;
For You have already given us the power to clear away slums and to give hope, if
we would only use our power justly.




Daily Praver (Continued)

We cannot merely pray to You, O God, to end disease;
For You have already given us great minds with which to search out cures and
healing, if we would only use them constructively.

Therefore we pray to You instead, O God, for strength, determination and will
power,

To do instead of just pray,
To become instead of merely to wish.

— Author Unknown







“I have learned over the years that when one’s mind is made up, this diminishes fear; knowing what
must be done does away with fear.” — Rosa Parks

Zechariah 7:9-10

“Thus has the Lord of hosts said, ‘Dispense true justice and practice kindness and compassion each
to his brother; and do not oppress the widow or the orphan, the stranger or the poor; and do not de
vise evil in your hearts against one another.’




Daily Praver

Lord Jesus, Carpenter and King, supreme Sovereign of all men, look with tender mercy
upon the multitudes of our day who bear the idignities of mnjustice everywhere. Raise up
leaders i every land dedicated to Your standards of order, equity, and justice. Grant unto
us, Lord Jesus, the grace to be worthy members of Your Mystical Body, laboring
unceasingly to fulfill our vocation in the social apostolate of Your Church. Sharpen our
intellects to pierce the pettiness of prejudice; to perceive the beauty of true human
brotherhood. Guide our minds to a meaningful understanding of the problems of the poor, of
the oppressed, of the unemployed, of all in need of assistance anywhere. Guide our hearts
against the subtle lure of earthly things and undue regard for those who possess them. May
we hunger and thirst after justice always.

— Author Unknown







urday, June 1%

“Every great dream begins with a dreamer. Always remember, you have within you the strength, the
patience, and the passion to reach for the stars to change the world.” — Harriet Tubman

Acts 2:14-21

Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all
of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. These people
are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! No, this is what was spoken by the
prophet Joel:

““In the last days, God says,
I will pour out my Spirit on all people.

Your sons and daughters will prophesy,

your young men will see visions,

your old men will dream dreams.

Even on my servants, both men and women,

I will pour out my Spirit in those days,

and they will prophesy.

I will show wonders in the heavens above

and signs on the earth below,

blood and fire and billows of smoke.

The sun will be turned to darkness

and the moon to blood

before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord.
And everyone who calls

on the name of the Lord will be saved.’



Dauly Praver

May we be open to the challenge
of your call to true freedom.

May we be faithful to you in our daily choices and decisions.

May we make your love known
through our words and actions.

May the triune God reign in our hearts, now and forever.
Amen.

— Author Unknown
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PRESBYTERY OF WHITEWATER VALLEY

The Design Team for Dismantling Structural Racism

Paula Means, formerly of Tabernacle Presbyterian of Indianapolis

Annetta Davis, member of White Lick of Avon

Nancy Frick, member of Second Presbyterian of Indianapolis

Linda Rinker, member of Second Presbyterian of Indianapolis

Pat Payne, member of Witherspoon of Indianapolis

Muriel Treadwell, member of Witherspoon of Indianapolis

Jenni Heimach, member of Irvington of Indianapolis

Wally Wilson, at-large pastor

Roger Sherwood, retired pastoral counselor at First Presbyterian of Muncie
Mike Whitfield, member of First Presbyterian of Shelbyville and Moderator of the
Presbytery

Winterbourne Harrison-Jones, pastor of Witherspoon Presbyterian Church
of Indianapolis

Alan Thames, Executive Presbyter of Whitewater Valley



bve \vame

Gye Nyame, meaning “except for God,” symbolizes God’s omnipotence through
the knowledge that people should not fear anything except for God. Another
interpretation of “except for God™ 1s that no one has seen the beginning of all
creations, nor will anyone live to see the end, except for God. Gye Nyame
indicates the recognition of the supremacy of God over all beings, and therefore 1s
the one that 1s feared and revered by all. This 1s one of the many Adinkra symbols
of West Africa, Ghana, and 1s used by the Akan people in various decorations,
clothing, and artwork. Some say that the symbol represents a spiral galaxy, or two
hands with different gestures that refer to God being supreme to the simplistic
ideals of male and female i1dentifications that are used today. The use of this
symbol by the Akan people suggests that the Akan had a highly advanced writing
language that transmitted religious and cultural concepts, and also might have had
a some what extensive knowledge of astronomy, which shows their intellect and
indicates that the Akan were a more advanced civilization.




