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For more information about these and other events and classes,  
go to www.northminster-indy.org and click on Events.

New time for 
in-person 

worship   
On August 9th,  

in-person worship  
at 9:00 am,  

livestreaming  
at 11:00 am.  

(See page 2)   
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Beginning August 9th we will have in-person wor-
ship in the sanctuary at 9:00 am and continue with 
live stream worship (no participants) at 11:00 am.  
This is a change from what was advertised in the July 
newsletter and comes from a motion by the Worship 
Team and approved by the Session on July 10th.  

The worship team, with input from Ruth Moore and 
John Wright, felt that the live stream worship format 
was working well and that the singing and vocal solos 
that are a crucial part of that service would be sorely 
missed if eliminated to accommodate parishioners in 
the pews. The team also agreed that there are those 
who feel strongly that we need to offer an in person 
worship option using the safety protocols detailed by 
the Session Re-Opening Task Force.  

So, we have decided to experiment with our worship 
offerings for the last four Sundays in August – 9, 16, 
23 and 30 – with an evaluation on August 17th to see 
how things are going. 
 
Why are we not doing the streaming at 9 am and then 
in person at 11 am.? The streaming service will have 
singing and vocal solos while the in person service 

will not – per CDC recommendations. If we sang and 
streamed at 9 am the aerosol droplets from the singing 
could still be in the air when people came for in person 
worship at 11. That would not be safe for in person 
worship participants.  
 
Why don’t we have just one worship service at 11 am 
that is livestreamed and also in person? We could not 
sing or have vocal solos at all if we tried to combine 
the two. The worship team, the Session and the wor-
ship leaders feel these worship proposals for the last 
four Sundays in August address the difficulty in deliv-
ering one worship service that could meet the specific 
needs of two distinct audiences – in person and lives-
tream. It is simply not possible to maintain the quality 
experience that we have come to expect of ourselves 
in our 11 am livestream worship with the restrictions 
of safety procedures for in person worship. Hence two 
distinct and different services: In-person at 9, and not-
in-person livestreaming at 11.  

We look forward to seeing some of you in person at 
9 am on the 9th and others in the comments in our 
(non-participant) livestream service at 11 am. And we 
welcome your comments as we experiment with new 
ways to glorify God in worship. 

Worship in August 

A Message from Pastor Ruth

(Continued, page 3)

My friend and colleague, Jennifer Burns Lewis, is 
the Executive Presbyter for Wabash Valley Presby-
tery in northern Indiana. She writes a blog for her 
church leaders and I am shamelessly using her last 
blog post as the template for my message this month. 
To read Jennifer’s blog go to ourpresbytery.org/
grace-and-gratitude.  

The coronavirus pandemic became real to me on 
March 13th. I drove over to the Marquette Health 
Center to visit my mom who is in nursing home care 
and I was denied access to the building. She tested 
positive for Covid 19 on June 25th. Although she 
seems to be recovering from the virus, her body and 
mind will never be the same due to illness and iso-

lation. By the time you read this newsletter it will be 
over 140 days since I have seen my mom. It seems so 
much longer. (Note: Sadly, Pastor Ruth’s mother died 
of Covid 19 on July 15, 2020.) 

So much has been lost to all of us since this virus 
began. Worship, coffee and donuts in the Gathering 
Place, Wednesday night dinners at church, fellowship 
group gathering, as well as missed graduations, family 
reunions, and vacations. I am not sure when I will feel 
safe flying on an airplane again. And the virtual meet-
ings by Zoom, Google, GoToMeetings, and Microsoft 
Teams make my mind and eyes and ears hurt. 
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Message from Pastor Ruth 
(Continued from page 2)
And then when we try to function the best we can, the 
challenges sometimes overwhelm us. For me, the chal-
lenge has been to function at my best as a solo pastor 
as decisions are made and then changed almost daily. 
There was no pandemic pastor class in seminary! We 
all face the challenge of wearing masks to care for 
others.  
 
The challenge of working while caring for our chil-
dren and helping with e-learning. The challenge of 
isolation for those who live alone or are in nursing 
home care. The challenge of getting sick. A number 
of you have had to deal with Covid-19 and its after 
effects. The challenge of unemployment. The cries of 
our brothers and sisters of color and a deeply divided 
nation. 

How do we continue to function and go forward in 
hope? (I think I preached a sermon about that a few 
weeks ago!)  

I go forward in hope and in faith by trying not to focus 
on the scarcity in my life, but on my blessings. I am 
grateful to have a generous employer like Northmin-
ster that continues to employ me with benefits in a 
pandemic. I am grateful for others who work so hard 
and take risks to keep me fed, safe, healthy and spiri-
tually nourished. I am grateful to church staff, church 
leaders and pastoral colleagues who have stepped up 
to help us continue to be the church in these difficult 
and challenging times. When I consider how I have 
had the flexibility to work at home and nurture my 
beautiful garden I am grateful. When I realize that 
I am healthy, as are my children and husband when 
others do not health insurance or are worried about the 
safety of their children, I am grateful. When I receive 
your encouraging notes, texts and emails, I am grate-
ful.  

So I want to stop whining about my own needs and 
instead confess to becoming desensitized to the needs 
of others because of my own inconveniences. I want 
to focus more fully on my place of privilege to do 
justice, love kindness and walk humbly with my God. 

I want to channel my lament into an energy that helps 
to dismantle systematic racism, poverty and hunger. I 
want to use my voice to help others. I want to wear a 
mask as a sign that I love my  
neighbor.  

As my friend Jennifer says in her blog, “It’s all about 
the grace to put others needs before our own. It’s all 
about the gratitude of loving others with the same 
extravagance that God loves us. Grace and gratitude, 
because of the One who walks with us all, always.”  I 
could not have said it any better. Be well my friends 
and know that you are in my prayers each day.  

In grace and gratitude, Ruth   

Above:  Northminster Mission Team check being 
presented to Bob McCann, Donor Services Team 
Lead at Wheeler Mission.  Northminster’s work 
continues even during a pandemic!  (Note outdoor 
meeting place and John Reed’s mask. Excellent 
practice, John! Special acknowledgment for  
presenting the check in-person.)

News from the Mission Team
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Worship Protocols from the Session Re-Opening Task Force 
- Ruth Moore, Emi Johnson, Linda Furuness and Adam Newsom 

As we plan to gather again for in-person worship – although the number of Covid 19 cases is rising in Indiana 
so we may have to postpone reopening – the following is a list of safety protocols for use in the building. 

1.  Masks required for those 3 years old and over.  
     (Masks are now mandatory in Marion County.) 
2.  Social Distancing in building and in pews of  
     sanctuary. Every other pew will be roped off.
3.  Wash hands frequently and use hand sanitizer  
     dispensers located around building.
4.  Visiting and socializing is to be done outside  
     of building – parking lot?
5.  The building will be unlocked 15 minutes  
     before the service starts. 
6.  Enter and exit building from the Gathering Place door.
7.  Bulletins will be found in pews.
8.  There will be no congregational singing or vocal or woodwind/brass solos during in-person worship           
     because it is too dangerous to do so.
9.  Only restrooms in narthex are open during worship.
10. No childcare or church school for children at this time.
11. No coffee hour or donuts at this time. (Sad emoji?)
12. Sanctuary will be thoroughly cleaned after worship.  

Other building use options are still under consideration and current requirements for building and room use 
are posted in the entrance to the Gathering Place and around the building. Other questions that are still being 
discussed:  Can we have Wednesday night programming for adults and children and do that safely? How can 
we offer a safe nursery, preschool and children’s church experience for children? Northminster’s Community 
Preschool re-opening and protocol discussions are also ongoing.  

With your cooperation, we will do everything we can to keep you safe in the building, although there is no 
guarantee that you will not be exposed to the coronavirus at Northminster. No organization can promise that or 
make that claim. If your health is vulnerable or you do not feel well please do not come to the church.  

Although these safety protocols may seem restrictive, they are in place to protect you and others around you. As 
Jesus commands us, we are to love our neighbors and care for and protect those who are most vulnerable. These 
practices will help us do that. We all miss what has been lost to this virus and pray that we can gather more 
intimately and in fellowship with each other soon. If you have questions or suggestions please contact someone 
on the Re-Opening Task Force. 
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We are living in unprecedented times, being called  
and challenged to confront the reality of the world  
around us. Let us work together to prepare ourselves  
for conversation, for advocacy, and for action that  
can promote change.
 
Sunday, August 16, 5:30 - 6:30 p.m.
OR Wednesday, August 19,  7 -  8 p.m.
Discussion of So You Want to Talk About Race  
by Ijeoma Oluo. 2018: Seal Press, Hachete Book  
Group. Available from Amazon.com or the public  
library.

From the book’s back cover:  “So You Want to Talk  
About Race” strikes the perfect balance of direct and  
brutally honest without being preachy, or, worse,  
condescending. Regardless of your comfort level,  
educational background, or experience when it comes  
to talking about race, Ijeoma has created a wonderful  
tool to help broach these conversations and help us  
work toward a better world for people of color from all walks of life.”

This conversation will be facilitated by Parish Associate Carol McDonald and will take place using Zoom.   
To join this meeting, go to https://bit.ly/NPCraceDiscussions  scroll down and click on the “Meeting Room 
Link” button.  Meeting Room Password: iheartnpc 
 

Opportunities for Learning and Conversation

Family Promise
Following the recent  
fundraiser #NightWithoutABed 
and our appeal for housewares in 
partnership with the Indianapolis 
Hebrew Congregation, Don and 
Dolly Craft and Becky Peterson 
from Northminster spent several 
hours setting up a 2-bedroom 
apartment for a Family  
Promise family.  As of July 
10th, ten families are installed in 
furnished apartments as they get 
back into the workforce.   
 
The Apartment Shelter Project 
option was created to take care 
of homeless families when the 
Family Promise IHN  
congregations are not able to 
provide shelter.
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Whatever Happened to B2SE ? 
In early May, the Mission Team decided that the an-
nual “Back to School Extravaganza” event our church 
has traditionally participated in, just simply could not 
happen due to the Covid 19 pandemic.  Subjecting our 
congregation to piles of dirty clothing from all over 
the area did not seem like a prudent thing to do and 
besides collecting the clothing from the already closed 
schools was virtually impossible.  We felt the world 
was stressful enough without adding this activity to 
our already stressful lives.  So, we decided to cancel 
the recycling of clothing program and wait until the 
lead church, St. Luke’s Methodist Church, decided 
what they were going to do with the whole event.

On July 26th they in fact came up with a new program 
which we have enthusiastically joined.  Together with 
them and Second Presbyterian Church we pooled our 
available mission money and directed it to the Wash-
ington Township Schools Foundation or what is now 
known as the Advancement Center.  This $74,000 and 
Executive Director Emily Kaiser’s ability to purchase 
school supplies in bulk provided for 4,600 students.  
The number of students serviced by our efforts is up 
dramatically from the 1,400 students we provided for 
in the past because of our and Second Prebyterian 
Church’s ability to funnel money directly into this 
aspect of the event.  We were able to provide pads of 
paper, pens, pencils, rulers, calculators and a variety of 
other necessary materials in a new backpack.

These items were gathered by volunteers of Second 
Presbyterian Church who assembled the items for 

middle school students and St. Luke’s did the same for 
elementary school students.  Northminster Presbyte-
rian Church assumed the responsibility of delivering 
these numerous backpacks to the three Middle Schools 
and the Seven Elementary Schools in our area.  There 
they were distributed to children of need by school 
officials.  This activity happened very fast during the 
month of July. Thank you all to those who participated 
in late July on such short notice.  

Who knows what will happen to all of that clothing 
in the future?  We will only worry about what we can 
do now during these difficult times.  God has closed 
the proverbial door on the old method of providing 
this type of care to our community, but just as quickly 
opened a new door for us to walk through.

In Christ - Jerry Gray
Jerry Gray
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