
SERVICE FOR THE LORD'S DAY

WELCOME
Brian Shivers

PRELUDE
"Savior of the Nations, Come" | BACH; Ted Gibboney, Organist

*CALL TO WORSHIP

     On this first Sunday of Advent, can you imagine?
     The wolf lies with the lamb; the leopard rests with the goat.
     Can you imagine?
     Knowledge of the Lord fills the land;
     righteousness reigns over all the earth.
     The Lord’s light shines on a weary world - 
     illuminating possibility, calling us to hope.
     With hope in our hearts, let us worship God.

WE GATHER IN GOD'S NAME

First Sunday of Advent | November 27, 2022, 10:00 am

NORTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

*HYMN NO. 94
"Now the Heavens Start to Whisper" | JEFFERSON

Seek, Serve, Embrace | Engaging neighbors near and far in Christ's love

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE
Molly Auer and Eva Ellington

     Come, let us go up to the mountain, to the house of God…  
     …I hope for a world where everyone seeks the good.

     Advent is the beginning of this new world, a better world, 
     where we can dare to hope boldly.

     May it be so.

     Amen.

*HYMN NO. 92 (Stanza 1 only)
"While We are Waiting, Come" | WAITING

*For those who are able, please stand.

WAITING WITH HOPE



*SILENT CONFESSION

*DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS

     Friends, Christ comes into our world, Christ comes into our lives - 
     to offer us grace and mercy, to give us another chance.
     Rejoice in this hope of this season:
     In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!

*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

     The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all;
     And also with you.

(Worshippers may greet one another with words of Christ's peace.)

CHILDREN'S TIME

(Offering added to the Joyful Noise Pail are for mission parter, Heifer International.)
Children are released to Church School.

*GLORIA
Gloria

     Glo - ria, in excelsis Deo! Glo - ria, in excelsis Deo!

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Carol McDonald

     O God, in this season of waiting, we long to draw closer to you. We yearn to 
     feel keenly your hope-filled promise of restoration and newness. Yet we wrap 
     ourselves in planning, shopping, gift-buying, and card-writing. We confess we 
     leave no time to feel the hope you offer in the promise of the One to come.

     Forgive us our short-sightedness.
     Open our eyes… 
     expand our hearts… 
     to see the signs of hope you provide so generously.
     Open our hands to share your hope with a world yearning to be restored.  
     Open our lives to the promise of this holy season.

WE PROCLAIM GOD'S WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

*For those who are able, please stand.



THE LORD'S PRAYER

     Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
     Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
     Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
     as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
     power and the glory, forever. Amen.

*For those who are able, please stand.

EPISTLE LESSON
Romans 15: 4-13 | (p. 163-164)

SERMON
"How Are We Waiting: Waiting with Hope" | Brian Shivers

*HYMN NO. 100 (Stanza 1 only)
"My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout" | STAR OF THE COUNTY DOWN

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

OFFERING
(Please sign the pew pad and pass it to your neighbor.)

PSALM 72
arr. Hal Hopson; Benjamin Plunkett, Cantor

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON
Isaiah 11: 1-10 | (p. 640-641) (Spark Bible p. 172)

WE RESPOND TO GOD'S WORD



*DOXOLOGY
"Christ to thee, with God the Father" | W. ZLOBIE LEZY

      Christ to thee with God the Father, and O Holy Ghost to thee,
      hymn and chant and high thanksgiving, and unwearied praises be:
      honor, glory and dominion, and eternal victory, 
      evermore and evermore. Amen! Amen.

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

*HYMN NO. 129
"Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming" | ES IST EIN' ROS'

*BLESSING AND CHARGE

     May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
     so that you may abound in hope and live in love by the power of the Holy Spirit.
     Alleluia!  Let us prepare the way of the Lord!

CHORAL RESPONSE
"Savior of the Nations, Come" | NUN KOMM, DER HEIDEN HEILAND; Chancel Choir

      Savior of the nations, come; virgin’s son, make here your home.
      Marvel now, O heaven and earth, that the Lord chose such a birth.

WE ARE SENT INTO THE WORLD

*For those who are able, please stand.

OFFERTORY
"People, Look East" | Traditional Besancon carol
arr. Malcom Archer (born 1949); Chancel Choir

     People, look east. The time is near of the crowning of the year.
     Make your house fair as you are able, Trim the hearth and set the table.
     People, look east and sing today: Love, the guest, is on the way.

     Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, one more seed is planted there:
     Give up your strength the seed to nourish, that in course the flower may  flourish.
     People, look east and sing today: Love, the rose, is on the way.

     Birds, though you long have ceased to build, Guard the nest that must be filled.
     Even the hour when wings are frozen God for fledging time has chosen.
     People, look east and sing today: Love, the bird, is on the way.

     Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim, one more light the bowl shall brim,
     Shining beyond the frosty weather, Bright as sun and moon together.
     People, look east and sing today: Love, the star, is on the way.



*For those who are able, please stand.

MUSIC IN WORSHIP
 

This morning’s opening hymn, “Now the Heavens Start to Whisper,” was composed by
Mary Louise Bringle in 2005. The hymn uses images of Celtic spirituality (softening of
hearts, and Christ as the Sun of Justice). Of this hymn, Bringle has written, “I was very
drawn to the notion of ‘thin places’ – places where earth and heaven, or secular and
sacred, seem to be in closer touch with one another than elsewhere. 

Advent strikes me as a ‘thin’ – or at least a ‘thinning’ time.” Bringle has written many
hymns, 20 of which are in Glory to God. She has served as President of The Hymn
Society in the US and Canada and as Chair of the Presbyterian Committee on
Congregational Song, responsible for creating the Glory to God hymnal. 

Her full-time job is Professor of Philosophy, Religion, and French, and Chair of the
Humanities Division at Brevard College, Brevard, North Carolina.

Today’s Offertory, “People, Look East,” is an arrangement of a merry French carol, text
written by the English poet Eleanor Farjeon (1881 – 1965), who also wrote the hymn
text “Morning Has Broken.” 

The carol expresses the hope and excited expectation of Christ’s coming. Christ is
called Love, Guest, Rose, Star, and Lord. This arrangement is by the British composer,
organist, and conductor Malcolm Archer (born 1949). 

Archer is Director of Chapel Music at Winchester College, England, where he trains
and conducts choirs and teaches organ and composition. 



November 27 – Hope “…My heart shall sing of the day you bring…”

December 4 – Peace “…let the fires of your justice burn…”

December 11 – Joy “…wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near…"

December 18 – Love "…the world is about to turn…”

THE WORLD IS ABOUT TO TURN

An Art Installation for Advent

 

 

Throughout the season of Advent, the ramp from the Gathering Place to the

Sanctuary will feature the art of Indianapolis artist Kristy Quinn. Pieces of art will be

added each week to reflect both our season of waiting and the text of Hymn No. 100 in

our Glory to God hymnal (The Canticle of the Turning.)

Kristy’s art medium is clay and mixed media. Some pieces may be a specific shape,

while others emerge organic and free flowing. Texture, dimension, and motion

particularly inform her work. She finds the process of creating uniquely spiritual,

coaxing stories from beneath the surface. 

During Advent - a time of wonder, anticipation, and turning (note particularly the

circular/mandala images included in the art) - she encourages you to discover your

personal stories of wonder, imagination, and holiness as you contemplate the shapes

and patterns found within each piece. 

Kristy maintains a home studio practice in the Irvington neighborhood of

Indianapolis. She is a Presbyterian Elder, recently retired after 22 years of service at

the Presbytery of Whitewater Valley. 



Shampoo Donations Needed!
We're about halfway to our goal of 350 shampoo bottles donated and we need your
help. Bring in your new bottles of shampoo to the table just to the left in the
Gathering Place to help support Westminster.

Hat & Mitten Drive | Month of November
Help us support the Westminster Food Pantry by donating hats, gloves, and mittens
to the Gathering Place. We will collect these winter items to display on the Christmas
tree and all items will be donated to Westminster Food Pantry.

College Care Packages | Month of November
Help us support our seniors through Finals with some care packages by bringing
goodies to the church office by Sunday, November 27th. We will be assembling care
packages on November 30th and delivering them on December 5th. 

Clothe-A-Child | Dec. 1 | 8:30 am
Meet in the Gathering Place for coffee and doughnuts before we carpool to the
Glendale Target to shop for children in need. No experience is needed! We’ll return to
Northminster afterward and send the students back to school with their purchases.

All-Church Annual Bake Sale | Dec. 4 | 11:00 am
Join us in the Gathering Place following worship for our Annual Bake Sale. This
event is a free-will offering and all proceeds will go towards the costs of the new
playground. If you'd like to bake, please bring your gifts wrapped and ready for sale.

Advent Art Project | Dec. 4 | 11:10 am
Join us for our second opportunity to help create an art piece that will include around
forty painted canvases. All skill levels are welcome, and we’ll have poetry, art, and
scripture to inspire you!

Sound & Spirit "Advent Lessons and Carols" | Dec. 4 | 5:00 pm
The Northminster Chancel Choir presents poetry, scriptures, hymns, and choral
anthems that propel us towards the true joy of Christmas. The story of the coming of
Christ unfolds and deepens our understanding of a message of love and redemption. 

Stewardship Commitment Cards
The Stewardship Committee thanks you for submitting your commitment card;
however, if you’ve not submitted your information, we invite you to determine your
commitment by the end of the month as we plan for 2023!

Upcoming Events



Connect with us!

Ministry

Brian Shivers
Pastor/Head of Staff

Carol McDonald
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Nancy Fortenberry
Director of Youth & Family
Ministries

Melissa Hopkins
Interim Director of
Children's Ministries

Donald R. Durett
Associate Pastor Emeritus

John Wright
Director of Music Ministries

Marko Petričić
Music Associate/Organist

Denise Harrington
Director of Senior Ministries

Timothy Foster
Director of Communications

Tony Dzwonar
Mary Beth Riner
Stephen Ministry Leaders

Lori Schlabach
Financial Administrator

Cheryl Plunkett
Office Administrator

Morteza Semnani
Director of Operations

Tim McElroy
Lead Custodian

Michael de las Alas
Custodian

Northminster Presbyterian Church is a Matthew 25 congregation and a member of the
Covenant Network of Presbyterians

Weekly Email Newsletters
Stay up to date with everything going on at Northminster by subscribing to our

newsletter at northminster.church/newsletter

Prayer Lists
The prayer list is available 24/7 online! Visit northminster.church/prayer

#SeekServeEmbrace

@Northminsterindy @northminsterindy northminster-indy.org










