
WELCOME
Carol McDonald

PRELUDE
"Prelude in E Minor, MWV 533" | J.S. Bach (1685-1750)

WE GATHER IN GOD'S NAME

SERVICE FOR THE LORD'S DAY

Fourth Sunday of Lent | March 19, 2023, 10:00 am

NORTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Seek, Serve, Embrace | Engaging with neighbors near and far in Christ's love

*For those who are able, please stand.

*CALL TO WORSHIP

     For forty days and forty nights,
     led by the Spirit, Christ fasted in the wilderness.

     People of God, on this wilderness journey,
     what will we eat?
     The word of the Lord is our daily bread.
     People of God, in this time of temptation,
     how will we live?
     Our faith is the faithfulness of God.
     People of God, at this kingdom crossroad, 
     whom will we serve?
     We worship the Lord our God alone.       

     For forty days and forty nights,
     we prepare ourselves to meet 
     the crucified and risen Christ.       

INTROIT
"Fe y Esperanza (Faith and Hope)" | Melina R. Holland, arr. Anne K. Organ; Peace Choir
     
     Fe y Esperanza, we live by faith and hope.
     We have faith in God who loves us and in Jesus, God’s son.
     And we hope that our world will someday live as one.

     Fe y Esperanza, we live by faith and hope.
     God has giv’n us many blessings and gifts to share
     with our brothers and sisters in the world ev’rywhere.

*HYMN NO. 793
"O Christ, the Healer" | ERHALT UNS HERR





ANTHEM
"Lord, For Thy Tender Mercy's Sake" | Richard Farrant (c. 1525-1580); Chancel Choir

     Lord, for thy tender mercy’s sake, lay not our sins to our charge,
     but forgive that is past and give us grace to amend our sinful lives:
     to decline from sin and incline to virtue,
     that we may walk in a perfect heart 
     before Thee now and evermore,  Amen.

*SILENT CONFESSION

*BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD
John Bell

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Brian Shivers

     Jesus said: Ask and it will be given you; 
     seek, and you will find; knock and it will be opened to you.
     For everyone who asks receives, 
     and the one who seeks finds, 
     and to the one who knocks it will be opened.

     Friends in Christ, God knows our needs before we ask, 
     and in our asking, prepares us to receive the gift of grace.
     Let us open our lives to God’s healing presence, 
     seeking peace with God and reconciliation with our neighbors.

     Let us be mindful not only of personal evil,
     but also, of our communal sins of family, class, race, and nation.
     We confess now to God almighty 
     whatever has wounded us or brought injury to others – 
     praying that we will receive God’s mercy,
     and become for each other ministers of God’s grace.



*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

     The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all;
     And also with you.

(Worshippers may greet one another with words of Christ's peace.)

WE PROCLAIM GOD'S WORD

*DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS

     The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting.
     I declare to you, in the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.
     Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL LESSON & SERMON
"By the Side of the Road" | Carol McDonald

John 9: 1-6 | The First Question
John 9: 7-34 | A Questionable Argument
John 9: 35-41 | Jesus' Question Then and Now

CHILDREN'S TIME

(During Lent, all offering collected in the Joyful Noise Pail will go toward our One Great Hour of Sharing offering to
the Presbyterian Mission Agency.)

Children are dismissed to Church School.

PSALM 23

     The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.
     The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures 
     and leads me beside still waters.
     You restore my soul, O Lord, 
     and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
     Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
     I shall fear no evil; for you are with me, 
     your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
     You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
     you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
     Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
     and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

*HYMN NO. 684
"Faith Begins by Letting Go" | LUX PRIMA

WE RESPOND TO GOD'S WORD

OFFERING

(please sign the pew pad and pass it to your neighbor)

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
"Send Out Your Light" | Traditional Taize; Chancel Choir





*DOXOLOGY
"Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow" | OLD 100TH

     Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
     Praise Christ, all people here below;
     Praise Holy Spirit, evermore;
     Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  

 

OFFERTORY
"Be Thou My Vision” | arr. Bob Chilcott (b. 1955); Elisabeth Kleinsmith, Soprano

     Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
     Be all else by naught to me, save that thou art;
     Be thou my best thought in the day and the night,
     Both waking and sleeping, thy presence my light.

     Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word;
     Be thou ever with me, and I with thee, Lord;
     Be thou my great Father, and I thy true son;
     Be thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one.

     Be thou and thou only the first in my heart;
     O Sovereign of heaven, my treasure thou art;
     Great heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
     Still be thou my vision, O Ruler of all.   

MINISTRY OF HEALING AND WHOLENESS

INTERCESSIONS FOR HEALING

(Each petition will conclude with the phrase, “Lord, in your mercy.”
The congregation is invited to respond, “Hear our prayer.”)

THE LORD'S PRAYER

     Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
     your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
     Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins,
     as we forgive those who sin against us
     Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
     For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.



LAYING ON OF HANDS AND ANOINTING WITH OIL
 

(At the conclusion of the prayer of blessing of the oil, you are invited, if you desire, to come
forward to receive a blessing and be anointed with oil. 

 
Please come forward by the center aisle and return to your seats using the side aisles. If you are

unable to come forward, the presider(s) will come to your pew.)

MUSIC DURING ANOINTING
"Lord, Jesus Christ, Lover of All" | John Bell

RESPONSE      
"In the Arms of God" | Tony Alonso

(Please sing on cue from leader)

PRAYER

     Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of all creation. 
     We praise you for the abundance of your blessings. 
     To those who ask, you give love; 
     to those who seek, you give faith; 
     to those who knock, you open the way of hope. 
     Help us to serve you in the power of the Holy Spirit, 
     through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



IN WORSHIP

Today’s Psalm, Psalm 23, is one of the most beloved Psalms in the Christian world. The
Psalm begins with a picture of the Lord’s care for an individual, using shepherd and

sheep imagery. The mood is peaceful and calm, portraying “quiet waters of peace.” The
tranquil mood is disturbed in verse 3 as the Psalmist refers to going through

dangerous places – “Though I should wander the valley of death, I fear no evil, for you
are at my side, your rod and your staff, my comfort and my hope.”The “rod” refers to
the short wooden club that the shepherd would use for protection against animal or

human enemies.The “staff” was longer and could be used to help sheep struggling up a
difficult path or through whatever darkness and wilderness they must pass. The last

section of the psalm shifts to a picture of the Lord as host, carefully preparing a
marvelous meal. Though there are enemies in the vicinity, the guest enjoys the host’s

hospitality and protection.  The Psalms often speak of enemies in pursuit of the
psalmist, but this psalm closes with“goodness and mercy” chasing after the psalmist

for a lifetime (“all the days of my life.”)

Throughout this season of Lent, we are encountering Christ in solitary moments,
intimate conversations, and fantastic celebrations. The swaths of silk framing the

chancel imitate mountain peaks or desert sand dunes - topography showcased in our
readings, and locations that often inspire personal contemplation. And so, we reflect

inward. Just as the cupped hands embrace twisting silks of various hues from week to
week, we must hold all of the aspects of ourselves - the shadows and the light - with

care and compassion. We remember to call ourselves beloved, as God does.
 

Many thanks to Mary Boris and Lisa Longo for bringing this vision to life.

Copyright permission granted by OneLicense.net 2433181

*HYMN NO. 175
"Seek Ye First" | LAFERTY

POSTLUDE
"Symphony No. 5, OP 42. IV. Adagio" | Charles-Marie Widor (1844-1937)

*BLESSING AND CHARGE
        
     Creator God, walking in the garden,
     breathe life into us.
     Tempted God, praying in the desert,
     breathe life into us.
     Holy God, traveling towards the city,
     breathe life into us.
     Mysterious God, maker and encourager,
     surprise us with angels.
     Revealing God, questioner and caller,
     surprise us with stories.
     Breathing God, dancer and delighter,
     surprise us with joy.

WE ARE SENT INTO THE WORLD





Northminster Reads: The Color of Compromise | Tonight | 5:30 pm
As we Christians continue to understand and confront structural racism, join the
conversation via Zoom to reflect together on The Color of Compromise: The Truth
about the American Church’s Complicity in Racism by Jemar Tisby. 

Thinking of Becoming a Member? | Mar. 21 | 6:00 pm
Join us in Calvin Hall for dinner and conversation about joining our vibrant
community of faith! Afterwards, you can meet with the Session to be received into
membership. If interested, please call our office.

Northminster Labyrinth | Mar. 20-31
Northminster is borrowing a Labyrinth from our friends at Second Presbyterian for
the season of Lent! It will be located in the chapel during normal church hours and
will offer time for quiet reflection and prayer. 

Sound & Spirit: Messiah and Spirituals | Mar. 26 | 4:00 pm
The Northminster Chancel Choir, orchestra, and soloists perform Handel's timeless
classic oratorio Messiah (part II) and African-American spirituals. Soloists are
Alejandra Martinez, Amber McKoy, John Wesley Wright, and Sam Spade.

Easter Egg Donations | Mar. 26
Help us fill eggs for this year's Easter egg hunt! Donate eggs or candy in the yellow
bin in The Gathering Place by Sunday, March 26th. Please contact Nancy
Fortenberry with any questions.

Westminster Toilet Paper Donations | Apr. 2 | 9:00 am
Can you spare a square? Northminster is collecting toilet paper donations for
Westminster Ministries in The Gathering Place on April 2nd! Please contact Susan
Holewinski for more information.

Easter Plant & Decor Donation | Apr. 4
Please consider a $25 donation for plants and decor used throughout the Lenten
season. The plants that decorate the sanctuary will later be used on the westside
project! Your personal dedications will be printed in the Easter bulletins.

Mission Team Partner Highlight
This month we are highlighting our partnership with Raphael Health Center. Gifts
will help fund a retinal camera to provide eye care to the uninsured and those on
Medicaid. To learn more, scan the QR code!

Events and Announcements

To use a QR code, open the camera app on your smartphone and point it at the image. A link
option will appear which you can click and go to the appropriate webpage.
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Weekly Email Newsletters
Stay up to date with everything going on at Northminster by subscribing to our
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The prayer list is available 24/7 online! Visit northminster.church/prayer
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