
WELCOME
Brian Shivers

PRELUDE
"Solemn Processional" | Robert A. Harris (b. 1938); Marko Petričić, Organ

WE GATHER IN GOD'S NAME

SERVICE FOR THE LORD'S DAY

6th Sunday Of Epiphany | February 12, 2023, 10:00 am

NORTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Seek, Serve, Embrace | Engaging with neighbors near and far in Christ's love

*For those who are able, please stand.

INTROIT
"Ubi Caritas" | Plainsong Chant; Sam Spade & John Wright, Cantors
         
     Translation:

     Where charity and love are, God is there.
     Christ's love has gathered us into one.
     Let us rejoice and be pleased in Him.
     Let us revere and love the living God.
     And may we love each other with a sincere heart. 

     Where charity and love are, God is there.
     As we are gathered into one body,
     Beware, lest we be divided in mind.
     Let evil impulses stop, let controversy cease,
     And may Christ our God be in our midst.

*HYMN NO. 410
"God is Calling Through the Whisper" | W. ZLOBIE LEZY

*CALL TO WORSHIP

     We gather here as the body of Christ,
     God’s servants working together.
     God calls us to worship, 
     to hear the good news,
     and to sing our praise,
     for we are the hands and feet of Jesus here and now.
     Let us seek and worship God with our whole hearts.





*SILENT CONFESSION

*GLORIA
"Glory to God in the Highest" | Carroll Andrews

*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

     The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all;
     And also with you.

(Worshippers may greet one another with words of Christ's peace.)

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION

     Holy and merciful God, we confess that we bow down before
     other gods: self-reliance, greed, and bitterness.
     We have turned our hearts away from you.
     We do not listen to your commandments.
     Our worship of work and devotion to consumerism
     disorders our love of you and each other.
         
     Forgive us, O God, and mend what is broken,
     that we may be one with you.

*DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS

     Siblings in Christ, God is always offering us another chance.
     God is always offering life and abundance.
     By the mercy of Christ, our sins are forgiven.
     Yesterday, today, tomorrow,
     we can be at peace. Alleluia!



WE PROCLAIM GOD'S WORD

CHILDREN'S TIME

(Offerings added to the Joyful Noise Pail are for mission partner Heifer International.)
Children are dismissed to Church School.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
"Listen, God is Calling" | Traditional Tanzanian; Chamber Ensemble

     Listen, Listen, God is calling, through the Word inviting,
     Offering forgiveness, comfort, and joy.

     Let none be forgotten throughout the world.
     Go to every nation, go and baptize. 
     Listen, Listen, God is calling, through the Word inviting,
     Offering forgiveness, comfort, and joy.

     Help us to be faithful, standing steadfast,
     Walking in your footsteps, led by your Word.
     Listen, Listen, God is calling, through the Word inviting,
     Offering forgiveness, comfort, and joy.

FIRST LESSON
Deuteronomy 30: 15-20 (p. 186)

PSALM 119: 1-8
Ancient Plainsong; Jonathan Shinn, Cantor

SERMON
"I'm Sorry" | Brian Shivers

SECOND LESSON
Matthew 5: 21-26 (p. 4-5)

WE RESPOND TO GOD'S WORD

ANTHEM
"Ubi Caritas" | Ola Gjeilo (b. 1978); Chamber Ensemble

     Ubi caritas et amor, Deus ibi est.
     Congregavit nos in unum Christi amor.
     Exultemus, et in ipso iucundemur.
     Timeamus, et amemus Deum vivum.
     Et ex corde diligamus nos sincero.
     Amen.

     Where charity and love are, God is there.
     Christ's love has gathered us into one.
     Let us rejoice and be pleased in Him.
     Let us revere and love the living God.
     And may we love each other with a sincere heart.
     Amen.



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD'S PRAYER

     Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
     Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
     Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
     as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
     power and the glory, forever. Amen.

*DOXOLOGY
"Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow" | LASST UNS ERFREUEN

     Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
     Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
     Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
     Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
     Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit, Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

OFFERING

(please sign the pew pad and pass it to your neighbor)

OFFERTORY
"Steal Away" | African-American spiritual arr. Harry Burleigh (1866-1949); Katie Ray,
Soprano

POSTLUDE
"Variations on NETTLETON" | Undine S. Moore (1904-1989); Marko Petričić, Organ

*HYMN NO. 444
"Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive" | DETROIT

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

WE ARE SENT INTO THE WORLD

*BLESSING AND CHARGE
        
     May the wisdom of God, 
     the love of Christ,
     and the peace of the Spirit 
     shine brightly in your lives this day and always.

     Let us love the Lord, choose the good,
     and hold fast to God, so that we may flourish. 
     Alleluia!  Amen.





Copyright permission granted by OneLicense.net 2433181

MUSIC IN WORSHIP
 

The anthem after the sermon is a setting of the ancient text “Ubi Caritas,” probably
written between 300 and 800 A.D. For centuries “Ubi Caritas” has been sung during the
Maundy Thursday service, particularly in connection with the washing of the feet
liturgy. In more recent history, composers have used fragments of the chant in choral
compositions (i.e. Duruflé’s Requiem, 1960). Today’s arrangement is by the Norwegian
composer Ola Gjeilo (born 1978), who captures both a modern and medieval mood. The
piece begins in unison with treble voices singing the chant tune. It gradually unfolds into
wider harmonies, using a more modern harmonic language.

Soprano Katie Ray sings the African-American spiritual “Steal Away” as today’s
Offertory. “Steal Away” is one of several spirituals that hold double meanings. “Steal
away to Jesus” on the surface meant dying and going to heaven, but it also symbolized
escaping to freedom in the north via the Underground railroad. With the slaves, “steal
away” was a “signal song,” an invitation or announcement of a secret church meeting at
night. By singing the song, a leader could announce the meeting without raising the
suspicions of the slave masters overseeing a workgroup. The site of the church service
was sometimes indicated by breaking tree limbs so that they pointed in a certain direction
(note, in verse 2: “Green trees are bending”). The spiritual is slow-paced and possesses a
sense of resignation and introspection. The arranger, Erie, Pennsylvania native Harry
Burleigh (1866 – 1949), was a descendant of slaves. After his composition studies with the
National Conservatory of Music Director Antonin Dvorak (1841-1904), Burleigh arranged
and published the first solo voice-piano arrangement of a spiritual, “Deep River,” in 1917.  
 This introduced the concept of the African-American spiritual as an art song, a practice
that has continued with African-American composers William Dawson, Hall Johnson,
Jester Hairston, Moses Hogan, Stacey Gibbs, and Andre Thomas to name a few.

As we are sent forth to serve, Dr. Marko Petričić plays “Variations on NETTLETON,”
arranged by Undine Smith Moore (1904 – 1989). Moore received her music education from
Fisk University and Columbia University. In 1924, at the age of 20, she became the first
graduate of Fisk to receive a scholarship to New York’s prestigious Juilliard School. She
joined the music faculty of Virginia State College, now Virginia State University, where
she taught piano, organ, and theory for over 40 years. Moore co-founded the Black Music
Center at the college,  which aimed to educate members about the “contributions of Black
people to the music of the United States and the world”. She described it as the proudest
moment in her career.  As a composer, Moore wrote works for piano, organ, and chorus,
including Scenes from the Life of a Martyr, a choral cantata based on the life of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., nominated for a Pulitzer Prize in 1981. 



Youth Group Interfaith Tour | Feb. 12 | 2:00 pm
Youth are invited to join us for a 5-week tour of different faiths Beginning Sunday,
February 12 at the Hindu Temple. Northminster will also act as a host to the group in
our facility on Sunday, March 5 from 2:00 - 4:00 pm.

Adult Education: Amy Nelson | Feb. 19 | 11:15 am
Join us in Calvin Hall to hear more about Indianapolis’ record of evictions and fair
housing when we host another excellent guest speaker, Amy Nelson, Executive
Director of the Fair Housing Center of Central Indiana (FHCCI).

Community Yoga with Krista Wright | Feb. 19 | 5:30 pm
Join us for Community Yoga on February 19th where no prior experience is required!
As a reminder, there will be no class on February 12th. To register, use the QR code to
the right.

Italian Night Youth Fundraiser | Feb. 25 | 5:30 pm
Don't forget to make your reservation for Italian night! To register or if you are able
to donate auction items, please use the QR code to the right or visit our events page to
learn more.

Sound & Spirit: Abel Family Quartet | Feb. 26 | 5:00 pm
The Abel Family Quartet is a string quartet based in Indianapolis playing Mozart, 
 Quartet in G Major, K. 387, Schubert’s Quartettsats, and Brahms’s Quartet in A
Minor, Op. 51, No. 2. Admission is free!

Wednesday Night Adult Study | Wednesdays | 6:00 pm
Join us Wednesday evenings for our adult study! Starting January 18th, we will be
led by Donald Knebel in "Religions of the World". Dates and topics can be found using
the QR code to the right or on our website.

Marko Petričić CD Release
Use the QR code to purchase a recording of organist Marko Petričić's J.S. Bach organ
collection using Northminster's own C.B. Fisk organ! The two-disk collection of Bach's
most beautiful pieces was recorded over three days this past summer. 

Upcoming Events
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