
LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES as a FAMILY 
  

After you construct your Advent wreath with materials provided in the Advent kit, 
decide as a family which day and time you will light the candles during Advent. 
Choose a consistent time for each of the four weeks. One possibility would be to 
light your wreath as part of your family’s evening meal.   

Each week you will light the candle of the current week as well as the candles 
from the previous week(s).  You may follow the readings below. Take turns 
reading and lighting the candle(s) from week to week. Candles can remain lit for 
the evening until the last adult goes to bed.  

Week 1 -- HOPE   The leader says, “This is the first week in Advent, and we light 
the candle of hope. “The leader lights the first purple candle, and asks, “What 
does it mean to have hope as we wait for Jesus’ birth?” 

Everyone takes turns answering the question. Family members can take the 
conversation wherever it leads. At the conclusion of the sharing time, someone 
prays: “Dear God may we live this week with hope in our hearts.” 

Week 2 -- PEACE: The leader lights the first candle and then says, “This is the 
second week in Advent.  Last week we lit the candle for hope. This week we light 
the candle of peace.” The leader lights the second purple candle, and asks, “What 
does it mean to have peace as we wait for Jesus’ birth?” 

Everyone takes turns answering the question. Family members can take the 
conversation wherever it leads. At the conclusion of the sharing time, someone 
prays, “Dear God, let us live this week with hope and peace in our hearts.” 

Week 3 -- JOY:  The leader lights the first two candles and then says, “This is the 
third week in Advent.  We have already lit the candles for hope and peace. This 
week we light the candle of joy.”  The leader lights the third (pink) candle, and 
asks, “What does it mean to have joy as we wait for Jesus’ birth?” 



Everyone takes turns answering the question. Family members can take the 
conversation wherever it leads. At the conclusion of the sharing time, someone 
prays, “Dear God, let us live this week with hope, peace, and joy in our hearts.” 

Week 4 -- LOVE: The leader lights the first three candles and then says, “This is 
the fourth week in Advent. We have already lit the candles for hope, peace, and 
joy. This week we light the candle of love.” The leader lights the fourth candle, 
and asks, “What does it mean to have love as we wait for Jesus ’birth?” 

Everyone takes turns answering the question. Family members can take the 
conversation wherever it leads. At the conclusion of the sharing time, someone 
prays, “Dear God, let us get ready for Jesus’ birth with hope, peace, joy and love 
in our hearts.” 
  
CHRSTMAS EVE: The leader lights the candles and says, “Tonight is Christmas 
Eve. We have already lit candles for hope, peace, joy, and love. We have talked 
about what it means to have these things as we wait for Jesus’ birth.  Tonight 
we celebrate the coming of Christ into the world and we light the Christ candle.  
The Leader lights the Christ candle, and asks, “As we think about Christmas, how 
do we experience the hope, peace, joy, and love of Jesus in our lives?  As you 
conclude, someone prays, “Dear God, thank you for sending your Son Jesus into 
our lives. He gives us hope and peace and joy and love. In days to come, may we 
share his light with the world.”  Conclude your Christmas Eve sharing time by 
singing “Silent Night” and saying Merry Christmas to one another.  

 

This liturgy is adapted from Faithful Families: Creating Sacred Moments at Home by Traci Smith 
/Advent Wreath Liturgy for Families NPC 


