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I’d been in Indiana less than six months 
when I was asked to submit this article 
based on the theme of the most iconic, 
local cultural event for which Indianapolis 
is known worldwide: The Indianapolis 
500. ‘I am not worthy’ was my first 
thought!  

My association with the race is a 
strong memory, related to the church in 
which I grew up. For as far back as I can 
remember, the Warren Park Presbyterian 
Church of Cicero would sponsor an 
incredible picnic on Memorial Weekend 
in one of the suburban Chicago forest 
preserves. I have wonderful memories of 
our congregation gathering for a fun day 
of togetherness, being in community. A 
highlight for the children was to race to all 
the occupied picnic tables to collect candy. 
We would do laps and laps around the 
picnic grove until all the candy bags were 
depleted. Since race day and picnic day 
always coincided during my childhood, 
the broadcasts of the Indy 500 could 
be heard from various transistor radios 
placed throughout the picnic area.  

As Ann and I have explored 
Indianapolis (in socially distanced ways!), 
we found our way to Speedway one day. 
Little had we realized that race teams 
would be conducting vehicle tests with 
the public welcomed to watch from the 
infield. It became clear, even with the 
small number of teams represented, how 
committed the communities of individuals 
needed to be for the track to be ready and 
for the cars to perform. 

The commitment to community is, 
in Indy 500 terms, the high-octane fuel 
that powers life together in a church. The 
last twelve months have shown the life 
sustaining power of community, even if 
virtual. Through isolation, fear, illness, 
grief, and uncertainty, our relationships 
have sustained and grounded us, even as 
we sensed we were racing in circles, and 
never coming to a finish line.

The anticipation of gathering again 
in-person will also recharge our lives and 
provide the imperative to prioritize our 
community. It is when our community is  
strongest that we can most easily recognize  

and respond to those outside our walls. 
The pandemic has elevated the need for 
community, for those of us missing ours 
and for those who have never experienced 
it. We have a renewed ‘pole position’ from  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
which to share our community with others 
in the neighborhood, throughout the city 
and around the world.

So NPC …Let’s (re)start our engines! 
The race has begun to recommit to 
that which fuels our life together, the 
community of Christ’s body that sustains 
us and brings us joy and allows us to be 
ready to welcome and serve others in life-
changing ways. When the checkered flag 
is flown, we can look forward to hearing, 
“Well done, good and faithful servants.”  =

High Octane Fuel  

By Rev. Dave Smazik, Interim Senior PastorFROM THE PASTOR
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Around every turn

By Maureen Purcell, member since 1986

Introducing Rookie of the Year
Nancy Fortenberry

What we know about rookies is 
that they really aren’t. Northminster’s 
Rookie of the Year is our new Director 
of Youth and Family Ministries, 
Nancy Fortenberry. When it comes to 
understanding how to make meaningful 
connections, and create and grow new 
programs, this is not her first race. 

New jobs and retirements left gaps in 
our leadership in 2020. But the Christian 
Education Team continued to meet on 
Zoom and came to understand that the 
needs of our youth, 6-12th grades, needed 
special attention. As we know, the period 
of isolation, and often artificial interactions 
created by the pandemic, were having a 
negative impact on the spiritual lives of 
our young people. Lost were the pizza 
parties, camps, and mission opportunities 
that the older youth always enjoyed and 
the younger ones looked forward to. 
The hope was that we could come out of 
the Covid era prepared to welcome our 
kids back to youth group activities and 

retreats and other outings. Lily Banks, her 
daughter and Youth Elder, was looking to 
reignite fires started when she and other 
youth group friends attended Massanetta, 
Montreat, and Sunday night pizza parties 
at church. Lily was very encouraged 
when, during the virtual interview, 
Nancy expressed so much interest in the 
needs and hopes of the young elder who 
represented all Northminster youth.

An Ohio native and graduate of Taylor 
University with a B.A. in Psychology/
Christian Education, Nancy has spent 
over thirty years in ministry including 
twelve years as Youth and Children’s 
Coordinator in a growing church in 
Lima, Ohio. She also has served as Youth 
Activities Coordinator at her home 
church, First Presbyterian, in Greenwood, 
Mississippi. The mother of two grown 
children, Nancy was most recently a 
job coach and vocational counselor in 
Carroll County School District, North 
Carrollton, and ran a coffee cart as a job 
training vehicle for students to learn and 
practice social and business skills. She has 
done a lot of outreach with students from 
the economically challenged area, often 
acting as a stand-in parent when students 
needed, for example, transportation 
and laundry. Of interest to the CE and 
Personnel Teams was Nancy’s broad 
understanding that a solid youth church 
experience and spiritually engaged families 
are mutually inclusive. 

In the spirit of May in Indianapolis, 
Nancy took her parade lap – made a 
move, found a house, a coffee shop and 
ice creamery – and came out of the fourth 
turn with a sharp eye on the green flag, 
signaling the beginning of mystery road 
trips, retreats, service and other great 
things ahead at Northminster.  =

guidance already lined up, engines firing, 
the green flag ready to drop when they 
walked in the door.

The CE Team decided to consult with 
active families. A large Zoom meeting 
revealed that they, too, were looking 
forward to old camaraderie but through 
new eyes. Could it be, the Team pondered, 
that Youth and Families are intertwined 
and could we create a new role that would 
serve both? And should we start sooner 
than later?

In late fall, elders from the Christian 
Education and Personnel Teams defined a 
new role of Director of Youth and Families 
Ministry and agreed to begin a search. By 
December there were several inquiries 
about the position, and virtual interviews 
began after the New Year. The two-part 
process included an essay of what each 
candidate envisioned for the role. 

Two of the elders conducting the 
interviews had a particular stake in the 
selection. Heather Banks had an eye on 
reenergizing programs for families that 
include Trunk or Treat and the Easter Egg 
hunt, but also opportunities for family 

New Director of Youth and Family Ministries, 
Nancy Fortenberry

Dave Smazik, second from the right during the years he attended Memorial Weekend picnics in 
suburban Chicago.

The commitment to  
community is,  

in Indy 500 terms,  
the high-octane fuel  

that powers life together 
in a church.

CHILDREN/YOUTH

Nancy Fortenberry in her role in the Carroll 
County School District, North Carrollton, MS.
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WORSHIP

Pit Row: What it Takes to Mount an Online Worship Service

By John Purcell, member since 1986

internet service. And we had the 
experienced volunteers to run all that from 
the balcony control booth.

So at first, the presumptive plan was 
to keep doing what we’d been doing, 
just with empty pews. We already 
were posting the Sunday bulletin on 
the website, and members who would 
normally attend in person could now join 
those who had been watching services 
online. But it didn’t take long to realize 
that lots of other things couldn’t stay 
the same. Traditional choir singing was 
presenting special COVID-spreading 
risks, so we had to limit the number of 
singers, spread them farther apart, and 
cover their faces (and some of their sound) 
with masks. And without populated pews, 
customary worship features like member-
led scripture reading, congregational 

hymn singing, communion, Passing of the 
Peace, and collection plates had to adjust 
radically or cease altogether.

Hybrid Phase
Soon the services began evolving into a 

“hybrid” phase, part live and part pre-
recorded. As we found ways to involve 
members and their children (and their dogs)  
remotely in the online service—reading 
scripture, sharing messages, giving reports,  
and presenting Time With Children—the 

Gearing Up For Virtual Worship
On March 15, 2020, three waves of 

change hit Northminster simultaneously. 
On that Sunday, Teri Thomas preached 
her final Northminster sermon. We held 
our last worship service in Calvin Hall 
before moving back to the sanctuary with 
its new pipe organ and redesigned chancel. 
And with a novel coronavirus choking off 
Indianapolis, our pastor looked out over 
an empty room and preached, by live-
streamed video, to a congregation locked 
down at home—the first of what would 
prove to be scores of virtual, and evolving, 
worship services.

Live-Streaming Phase
In some respects, we 

were better prepared for 
virtual worship than many 
congregations. We had been 
live-streaming Sunday worship 
through the church’s website 
since 2010, so we already had 
an installed Tricaster system in 
the sanctuary, remote-controlled 
video cameras, microphones, 
ethernet wiring, and other webcasting 
equipment, as well as recently upgraded 

pastors had to pause the live service and 
wait patiently while the video/audio techs 
manually “rolled in” homemade videos 
and occasional full choir performances 
recorded from pre-COVID days.

To improve the online experience, 
we upgraded our technology, including 
a more powerful Tricaster system, 
higher-definition cameras, and additional 
microphones—most of which had been 
planned well before the pandemic. 

Before long, however, we 
encountered stability issues with 
our traditional live-streaming 
provider, causing at-home 
viewers to lose parts or all 
of several Sunday services. 
After trying a second provider 
unsuccessfully, we found a third that 
could do the job.

“Simulated Live Streaming” Phase
By the time Interim Pastor Dave 

Smazik arrived in September, the hybrid 
system—with its multiple on-the-fly inputs 
and real-time streaming issues—was 
becoming too complex and “traumatic” 
to manage. So starting with Advent, we 
launched a third online phase, “simulated 
live streaming.” We began pre-recording 
each service’s music and spoken portions 
separately, combined those in-chancel 

recordings with Time With Children and 
other home videos, supplemented the 
recordings with text and ancillary visuals, 
edited the combined material off-line, and  
streamed it on Sunday morning to members  
through multiple viewing outlets.

The almost-live process has required 
more planning and production time over 
more days. And a lot of skilled personnel 
—both from church staff and congregation. 
But it has allowed us to avoid many “live 
TV” pitfalls, to assure video/audio quality 
and compatibility, and generally to present 
a more effective online experience. It’s also 
enhanced COVID safety by minimizing 
the number of individuals in the chancel at 
any one time.

So come Sunday morning, you’ll be 
listening at home to our musicians at the 
very same time they’re making music in 
the chancel — just that it’s the music you 
won’t hear until next Sunday. Got it?  =

Even without computers, members 
with “smart TVs” can watch us 

using the YouTube Channel app. On 
YouTube, the services are available 
prior to Sunday morning and are 

available for viewing any time 
afterward, as well. 

John Coleman and Tony Dzwonar work the 
control board for the spoken word portions of 
the service.

John Wright misses having 
choir and congregation sing 

hymns collectively. “The 
‘we’ part is missing.” Not 
having that, as well as the 
congregation’s “prayerful 

participation” during 
anthems, presents a  

“tough void.”

Jim Mann and Jeff Schmahl  
operate the video and sound board  
for music performances.

Pastors and musicians miss the 
instant feedback and energy of 
a “live audience.” At first, Ruth 

Moore tried visualizing members 
in their customary seats, “but that 

made me too sad because I couldn’t 
greet them in person.”  

Lori Schlabach reports  
that we funded technology 

upgrades in part with a 
gift from a New Hampshire 
congregation that tunes in 
regularly to our services.  

One non-local viewer emailed 
that, from watching our 

services (including the home 
videos), she “feels like she 

knows us.”

Continued on pages 6 and 7

See what it takes for the 
Northminster video service  

team to keep online worship
services on track >

Organist Marko Petricic playing the new  
Opus 154 pipe organ.



In taping the Christmas Eve service,  
one family participated and sat in the front 
pew during the sermon; for Dave Smazik,  

“it was amazing how much difference it made 
to have listeners there in person.” 

YouTube
Facebook
Website

Step 6
Airdate Sunday

After Matt makes any 
necessary revisions, 

he and Lori Schlabach 
transmit the recording to 

outlets for viewing.
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WORSHIP

Online Worship Service (continued)

By John Purcell, member since 1986

Step 5
Airdate Minus 2

On Friday, Matt Kroeger 
downloads and edits 

recordings, adds text and 
graphics, and compiles a  

1st draft of service for 
review by the pastors and 

music director.

As Pastor Dave emphasizes, 
“We’re really blessed here 

to have Matt Kroeger and all 
the other gifted people who 

make this work.”

THE CREW

video/audio control booth
Rick Campbell
John Coleman
Tony Dzwonar
Kent Jackson

Jim Mann
Evan Schlabach

Jeff Schmahl
Kevin Zimmerman

Editing  
(and control booth)

Matt Kroeger

Technical advice/assistance
John Brooks

Bill Lord

Visual online material
Monica Brase
Mason King

Pretty much  
everything technical

Lori Schlabach

Visual worship art
Mary Boris
Lisa Longo

Krista Wright

Time With Children recruiting
Anne Ricchiuto
Jill de las Alas

Sunday bulletins
Nancy J. Sala

Step 4
Airdate Minus 3

By end of Thursday, 
all chancel and home 

recordings are uploaded 
to church website.

Step 2
Airdate Minus 7

On Sunday morning one 
week before service will 
air, musicians perform/

record all music in  
the chancel.

Step 3
Airdate Minus 3

On Thursday before 
airdate, staff finalizes 
bulletin and pastors 

present/record all spoken 
parts in the chancel.

Step 1
Preparing To Record
Over months, pastors, 

musicians, Chancel Care, 
and the worship arts 

group prepare for Sunday 
service. Members are 

recruited, and prepare for, 
Time With Children.

Time with Children videos
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We Help School On Wheels Keep Rolling

By Claire Brosman, School on Wheels Grants and Communications Director

Grant funding from Northminster 
Presbyterian Church directly impacted 
School on Wheels’ critical efforts to stay 
connected to unhoused students this 
school year. Without the right technology 
in place, School on Wheels wouldn’t 
have been able to continue its meaningful 
connections with many students. From 
internet hot spots to supplement poor 

Founded in 2001, School on Wheels 
provides tutoring and academic support 
to children and families impacted by 
homelessness at schools, shelters, 
and transitional living facilities across 
Indianapolis. These programs are critical, 
especially now. Without intervention, 
children impacted by homelessness are 
eight to nine times more likely to be held 
back a grade, and recent studies have 
found that COVID-19-related out-of-
school time may exacerbate existing 
achievement gaps by 15% to 20%.

During a typical school year, School on 
Wheels staff are supported by 400 trained 
volunteer tutors who help provide over 
6,000 in-person tutoring sessions. Due to 
COVID-19 restrictions, School on Wheels 
had to adapt its model to operate remotely 
or in small groups. Instead of tutoring 
side-by-side, over the past year, their staff 
has tutored virtually and socially distanced 
in motel parking lots, and they have also 
supported virtual classroom attendance 
for students of all ages in newly developed 
learning pods.

internet connection for students to Zoom 
used for virtual tutoring to additional 
tablets to bridge some technology gaps, 
Northminster provided a wide range of 
tools that have been critical to fostering 
student success and keeping important 
connections in place. Even when they 
couldn’t meet in person, technology kept 
School on Wheels staff and students, like 

Emily and Jen, connected during a time 
where it would have been easy to fall 
behind. 

Sixth grader Emily has come to see 
Jen, a volunteer adult, as a friend and 
mentor. Jen is a lifeline and her tutoring 
classroom is a place Emily learned to visit 
when she needed to decompress from 
the overwhelming challenges she faces. 

When Emily’s school moved to remote 
learning, Emily was worried about not 
seeing Jen each day, but they continued to 
meet each week on Zoom to work toward 
important academic milestones together. 
Their tutoring  sessions remained a place 
where Emily could decompress and share 
questions, concerns, and interests with Jen. 

During a recent session, Emily asked 

Learning can happen anywhere with School on Wheels’ learning pod virtual classes. A teacher provides hands-on help to a student through School on Wheels.

Alyssa, a School on Wheels teacher, helps a 
student.

Jen for help learning to make a spaghetti 
dinner for her family. Jen coordinated 
with Emily’s mom and dropped off all the 
ingredients Emily would need to make 
a spaghetti dinner. Emily and Jen met 
on Zoom to cook together and had such 
a fun time connecting through this new 
experience! 

School on Wheels is helping to end 
homelessness through education and 
continuing meaningful connections during 
COVID with the generous support of 
Northminster. Learn more about School 
on Wheels at indyschoolonwheels.org.  =

Jen helps Emily and her mom prepare a  
spaghetti dinner without ever being in the 
same kitchen.

Solutions to Amazing Race puzzle on page 15
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STEPHEN MINISTRIES

Use Your Crew

By Carrie Savage-Zimmerman with Maureen Purcell

Stephen Minister (SM) Dick Dunbar, 
a long-time Sunday School teacher, 
feels establishing a relationship is often 
easier when the care receiver requests a 
Stephen, and he begins with discovering 
what they have in common, like sports or 
a hobby. While one might identify him as 
their Stephen Minister, Dick would never 
name the person or their point of crisis. 
Confidentiality, he reiterates, is frequently 
discussed in their monthly meetings and is 
a strong part of the SM curriculum. 

One recent care receiver experienced 
two separate occasions in which they 

accepted a Stephen into their life. “In each 
instance—and both were very similar, 
which, I imagine speaks to the [Stephen 
Ministry] training—the experiences 
were pleasant,” even in the face of each 
personal crisis. The result, they felt, 
included: a listening that encouraged 
open conversation; accepting of the 
circumstances and specific events; and 
the spiritual support they felt from their 
Stephen Minister. Not only did the 
Stephen’s presence put them at ease, but 
recommendations of additional resources 
were also beneficial. In fact, they went 

This is the third, and final, in a series 
about Stephen Ministries exploring 
the valuable work of both caregivers 
and recipients. If you have questions, 
you may contact SM Coordinators 
John Reed, Tony Dzwonar or Carol 
Campbell.

Anyone can refer an individual to a 
Stephen Minister. Such recommendations 
often come from the pastor, who is closely 
associated with the interpersonal lives 
of parishioners. However, there is no 
hierarchy in how or when a referral is 
made—whether from inside or outside 
the church. A care receiver is not required 
to be a member of Northminster, or any 
church, for that matter. However, the 
Stephens do encourage recipients to have 
a direct connection to at least one NPC 
congregant.

Similar to other self-help guidelines, 
there are ground rules to establishing a 
Stephen Ministry relationship: a signed 
agreement to receive care on a one-to-one 
basis (no spouse or significant others 
allowed) for anyone over age eighteen. 
Stephens agree to walk with a care receiver 
as they work to find a solution to their 
problem on their own, or while they heal 
and recover from a crisis. Stephens do not 
give shots, run errands, or give advice on 
how to solve problems. This is a fine point, 
but it’s a big one. 

One particular Stephen was with 
a grieving spouse for a long time until 
he was informed that he was no longer 
needed because, “I have a girlfriend!” 
Another example: A Stephen may ask 
questions to help a care receiver manage 
their finances, but certainly not balance 
their checkbook for them.

A unique outreach idea was once 
created from the fact that, historically, 
men are less likely to seek out a Stephen. 
So Stephen Ministers Bob Baumgardt 
and Pastor Larry Moslener formed a 
lunch gathering for retirees they called the 
“Romeos”, or “Retired Old Men Eating 
Out.” The idea recognized this specific 
group could benefit from the ministry but 
would respond better to the camaraderie 
of a group setting.

Laps Around the Neighborhood

By Ruth MooreYOUNG ADULTS

phase” funds from the Center for 
Congregations. Carmel-based market 
research firm SMARI has gathered 
demographics of our neighbors to see 
who they are and how we can engage 
with them. With this information, and 
information from focus groups, we will 
apply for additional money from the 
Center to involve the young adults of 
our congregation and neighborhood in 
events, concerts, mission and ministry 
as we build in person community this 
summer and fall. This is something to 
look forward to and celebrate!  =

Engaging Young Adults
In the fall of 2019, Northminster 

was accepted into the Center for 
Congregation’s grant process for its new 
Engaging Young Adults (EYA) Initiative. 
Consequently, Associate Pastor, Ruth 
Chadwick Moore, and a group of young 
adult members of Northminster have 
been working on this grant proposal for 
funds to help us provide programming, 
ministry and mission to young adults 
in our congregation and neighborhood. 
After a hiatus due to Covid, we have 
begun to gather information about our 
neighbors using “listening and learning 

on to share these materials with other 
family members. “It was like God walking 
through them and providing spiritual 
roots. I feel like I was blessed with both 
Stephen Ministers. They were absolutely 
wonderful.”

Completing the relationship with 
a Stephen can sometimes be a bit 
challenging, but of course, it can also be 
a sign of progress. Oftentimes, a Stephen 
Ministry relationship transforms into a 
friendship. When asked whether God 
worked through them and what was their 
impact on people’s lives, Stephens are 
quick to point out their ministry benefits 
participants on both sides. 

In the future, the Stephens plan to be 
present to answer questions after Sunday 
services on a regular basis. Ironically, 
with the pandemic, this is a time ripe for 
crisis intercession. Per John Reed, calling 
someone to simply ask, “Are you okay?” 
might be just the introduction needed to 
open up a conversation.

And once a Stephen always a Stephen. 
They can, and do, step away due to life’s 
changes. However, SM’s are always 
welcomed back into service. In addition 
to active ministry, other Northminster SM 
projects have included the Prayer Care 
Bears giveaway, books on cancer, and a 
series of booklets focused on the different 
stages of grief. Anyone interested in these 
resources, or in requesting a Stephen 
Minister, can contact any SM leader listed 
in the NPC directory or by calling the 
church office.  =

Stephen Ministry team: John Reed, Carol 
Campbell and Tony Dzwonar.

Stephen Minister, Tony Dzwonar, meets with a care receiver working through his grief.

Youth group and former Youth Director, Julie Shannon, 2016.

2019 Confirmation Class prepares to celebrate with the congregation in the Gathering Place.
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eventually building his own racing bikes. 
By 1920, he was a nationally recognized 
name in motorcycle sidecar racing. 

“My Grandfather loved speed. He grew 
up on an Ohio dairy farm and wanted to 
run the fastest horses. He fell in love with 
his brother’s motorcycle and began racing 
with it. Quickly becoming proficient as 
a member of Team Indian, he eventually 
became world champion in sidecar 
racing,” explained Adam. 

Pop raced motorcycles as a factory 
rider for Team Indian across the U.S. In 
fact, you can still see the 1916 sidecar he 
raced at the family’s historic motorcycle 
dealership in Indianapolis. Pop even 
taught members of the U.S. Army how 
to ride motorcycles in the fight against 
Pancho Villa! While sidecar racing in 
1923, Floyd broke his back and had to 
retire from the sport. Despite the end 
of his racing career, his love of speed 
prevailed. 

In search of a fresh start, Floyd set 
out in a car with his new wife, heading 
west with a plan to work in the oil fields 
of Oklahoma. After 3 days and about 300 
miles, however, they ran out of money 
and ended up at a Greenfield, Indiana 
campground. Floyd eventually continued 
on to Indianapolis, landing a job as a 
welder at Duesenberg, where he was 
taught by a master German metal worker 
how to build automobiles. Duesenberg 
became a prominent builder of racecars 
in the early teens and 1920s. There, Pop 

reunions each Memorial Day that almost 
all of the older males of the family were at 
the track. They’d have to set up two picnics 
– one was lunch for all, and a second one 
was to enjoy when everyone returned from 
the race. “I myself have been to the Indy 
500 at least 20 times,” Adam admitted.

Adam Newsom: Family Ties to the Greatest Spectacle in Racing

by Elizabeth Brandes, member since 2018MEMBER PROFILE

Upon learning that this issue of 
Proclaim! would feature an Indy 500 
theme, I knew instantly that I needed to 
speak with Adam Newsom, my brother-
in-law and Northminster member.

Adam’s family has a long history 
with speed and the Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway. His entire family is 
connected to the motorsports world – his 
grandfather, Floyd “Pop” Dreyer; his 
uncle, and his cousin, to name a few. There 
is even a book about the family’s love affair 
with motorsports and speed: They Called 
Him Pop. The Floyd “Pop” Dreyer Story. 
So I wanted to 
share about this 
NPC member’s 
fascinating legacy. 

It began in 
1883, when Otto 
Wilhelm Dreyer 
left his home 
in Langweiler, 
Germany to start a new life in the U.S. He  
settled in Ohio and became a farm manager,  
marrying the daughter of another German 
immigrant. Pop, the fourth of six children, 
was born Nov. 30, 1898. 

While still a young boy, Pop encountered  
his first-ever automobile and his father 
soon bought a Ford Model T. Pop began 
saving his allowance to buy a bicycle, was 
soon trying all sorts of tricks on his bike, 
and finally persuaded his brother, Walter, 
to let him ride his new motorcycle, a 1912 
Pope single-cylinder, belt-drive machine. 
Floyd was hooked, and he set out to learn 
everything he could about motorcycles.

He traded in his bicycle and $250 for 
a fast new 1912 Indian single motorcycle. 
The more he tinkered with it, the more 
the sport of motorcycle racing fascinated 
him. He began participating in local races 
and soon got a job as a mechanic at a 
local motorcycle shop. Not long after, he 
became a very successful sidecar racer, 

top racecar builder, as others would buy 
his cars and race them. He continued 
to build cars into the 1940s and 1950s, 
manufactured sidecars, and started his 
own motorcycle business, Dreyer Cycle, 
which is the eighth original and longest, 
continuously family-owned, Honda 
dealership in North America – right here 
in Indy. The dealership was later run by 
Pop’s son, Floyd Jr. (“Junior”), who just 
turned 90 and was a member of the Indy 
500 pit crew for Lloyd Ruby. These days, 
Adam’s cousin, Mike, runs the day-to-day 
operations for the family. 

But Pop wasn’t ready to relax and 
retire! BMW hired him as a consultant for 
improvements to their motorcycle designs 
and sent him on several trips to Europe. 
At the time, Floyd also was a motorcycle 
dealer for BMW.   

As his career flourished, Floyd and 
his wife welcomed nine children. Racing 
stayed in the family, too. Adam’s Aunt 
Mary dated Wilhelm Spoerle, who hailed 
from Stuttgart, Germany and was an 
original mechanic for Auto Union (Audi) 
in Europe, later working for Pop at his 
shop. The two eventually married, and 
when Pop retired, Wilhelm moved on 
to the IMS museum as its head restorer. 
“Uncle Bill” was a renowned auto restorer 
and rebuilder, serving as a judge at the 
Pebble Beach Councours d’Elegance.

Adam’s Aunt Delores married Dick 
Reinbold and, in 1968, together they 
founded the Dreyer & Reinbold BMW 
car dealership. It was the first Indiana 
BMW dealer and is one of the only BMW 
dealerships that have been owned 50+ 
years by the same family. Their son, 
Dennis, now owns and operates it and 
other Indy Dreyer & Reinbold dealerships. 
In 2000, Dennis started his own team, 
Dreyer & Reinbold Racing, and has been 
racing at the Indy 500 every year since.

Adam can remember from large family 

heard a lot about the Indy 500. 
He started building his own cars and 

came up with an innovation of magnesium 
wheels that saved hundreds of critical 
pounds of racecar weight. By 1927, Floyd 
was serving as a mechanic and crewman 
on the historic Duesenberg race team at 
the IMS and, soon after, he was building 
dirt track cars on his own. He began 
developing bodies for Indy 500 racecars, 
famously having built the bodies of cars 
occupying the entire front row for the start 
of the 1931 Indy 500. (Pop vividly recalled 
the band at IMS playing “Nearer My God, 
to Thee” before each race.) 

Pop’s cars even found their way 
to Hollywood. Pop’s Dreyer Racing 
Equipment Company in Indianapolis 
built the first two racers shown in the 
Three Stooges film from 1934 and the 
Dreyerette, the car that tap dancer and 
actor Bill “Bojangles” Robinson gave to 
Shirley Temple to drive around the Fox 
Studio lot. 

Pop became known nationally as a 

Floyd continued to ride motorcycles 
well into his 80s. Pop is in the National 
Midget Auto Racing Hall of Fame, the 
National Sprint Car Hall of Fame, the 
AMA Motorcycle Hall of Fame, and he 
was inducted into the Motorsports Hall 
of Fame of America. The Smithsonian 
Museum even featured an exhibit in the 
1970s about his contributions to speed 
and motorsports. 

Adam’s late father, Drex, was a PGA 
Pro who regularly participated in a 
golf tournament during the month of 
May, where he played with Lloyd Ruby, 
Gary Betenhausen, Parnelli Jones, and 
Bill Vukovich Jr. (who was killed in an 
IndyCar race). Drex built and founded the 
Golf Club of Indiana.  =

Shirley Temple in the “Dreyer Racer” gifted to 
her by Bill “Bojangles” Robinson.

Floyd Dreyer, right, as part of Team Indian.
Dreyer & Reinbold Racing began competing 
at the Indianapolis 500 in 2000.

What a multi-talented crew!
About Adam:
! Born in Columbus, Indiana, has 3 sisters.
! Married to Andrea Newsom – 10 years in June –  

and they are bossed around by two feisty rescue  
Yorkies named Grover and Chewy.

! Adam joined Northminster in 2017, currently  
serves on the Session, the Building Reopening  
Task Force at NPC, the Evangelism team, and  
participates in the Middlers group. 

! He’s a Senior Code Official for the State Fire Marshal’s office, which is part of Indiana’s 
Department of Homeland Security. Recently, he has been putting in overtime for 
emergency transfer deliveries of COVID-19 vaccines around Indiana for FEMA. 

! True to his bloodline, Adam rides motorcycles in his spare time. He owns a Honda 
F6B Goldwing and Kawasaki Vulcan (with a Pop Dreyer original sidecar!), as well as a 
60th anniversary special edition Honda Super Cub.  

! Adam’s hobbies include miniature wargaming, bourbon collecting, Korean food, and 
he likes to tinker around with tools and gadgets. He’s interested in military history and 
enjoys visiting historical sites. 

! He loves to experiment with his Traeger smoker and sous vide equipment. He’s 
definitely the pitmaster of his own backyard. 

! And he’s famous for his grandmother’s sugar cream pie recipe. While he won’t share 
the recipe, he might make you a pie! 

! Adam was inducted into the Red Cross Hall of Fame in 1985 after rescuing two women  
and two children from a burning car resulting from a two-vehicle crash on I-65. 

! He was a 2014 chaperone for the WWII Veterans Honor Flight to Washington, DC 
with a member of his former congregation.



You Are Special*
by Max Lucado with 
illustrations by Sergio  
Martinez

There are wooden people 
known as Wemmicks (and a 
series of stories about them). 
This is the story of their 
creator, Eli, a woodcarver, 
and some of his creations, 
namely Punchinello. How 
others see him is how Punchinello sees himself—and not very 
kindly—until he meets Lucia, who doesn’t view herself at all in 
the same way as Punchinello and the other Wemmicks. When 
Punchinello declares his desire to be like Lucia is when the 
branded Wemmick is introduced to Eli, and he learns to see 
himself through the eyes of his creator rather than the made-up 
silly rules of the other Wemmicks. Although Punchinello’s story 
is primarily written for children, woodcarver Eli’s final words 
to his student disciple echo the gentle admonition of another 
Creator: “Remember, you are special because I made you. And I 
don’t make mistakes.”

Age appropriate for all.

The Elves/First Tale
by The Brothers Grimm

What? A Grimm fairy tale 
without monsters, without victims, 
and with no evil sorcerers, witches 
or other fantastical beings? This 
story by Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm 
of a poor shoemaker and his wife 
who are visited by elves resounds 
with the Good Neighbor practice:  
Do unto others as you would have 
others do unto you. Another moral guidance might be “no good 
deed goes unnoticed.” The brothers who created Rapunzel, 
Hansel and Gretel, Cinderella, Snow White, and over 200 other 
folk and fairy tales bring to life a simple one of generosity and 
compassion. This is more than a piece of folklore. It is a story 
imbued with the Spirit of Christianity.

Age appropriate for all.

1514

We’ve all been feeling a little lost over the past year, but this is your chance to hop in, helmet on, buckle up, and find your way through 
this a-maze-ing race! Use a pen if you’re feeling bold, or a pencil if you’re feeling cautious. In any case, watch the turns, and in this one, 
you’ll need to go more directions than just turning left.

PUZZLE

An Amazing Race

By Pennie Lumley, member since 1965

Help Kids Refuel with Reading

by Carrie Savage-Zimmerman, member since 2012BOOK REVIEWS

Peace* 
by Baptiste Paul & Miranda Paul  
with illustrations by Estelí Meza

Whether it’s Estelí Meza’s 
whimsical illustrations, Baptiste 
& Miranda Paul’s rhymes, or the 
leaves on the tree depicted on the 
inside flyleaf spelling out “Peace”  
in languages from around the 
world, there’s something to draw 
listeners and readers alike to this 
2021 release. A little picture book that speaks volumes, diving 
into the concept of such a big, complex, yet one-syllable word. 
And just wait until the last—yet, certainly not the least—page! 
Especially relevant to all in these turbulent times: big and 
small, young and old, parents, children, friends, neighbors. And 
perhaps even more beneficial in connecting with those whom we 
may not know, or like. Age appropriate for all.

My Shadow
by Robert Louis Stevenson 
from A Child’s Garden of 
Verses

This collection of  
poems written about and 
for children came not from 
someone restricted by a 
pandemic, but from the imagination and memories of a young 
boy forced to stay indoors because of his delicate, fragile health. 
So as much as times have changed in some ways, times remain 
the same. As do children. The rhyme of this poem is very much 
like waves coming ashore – undulating, rhythmic, hypnotic – 
and fun and silly, too! A shadow that becomes a companion; 
the self-discovery of an apparition by a youngster who simply 
believes and accepts the existence of his/her elusive “twin.” Such 
is RL Stevenson’s poem that speaks from across the ages to all 
ages young and youthful.

Age appropriate for all.

*Available for order and purchase at Kids Ink bookstore in Indianapolis, and now available for loan from the Northminster library.
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