
Haiti earthquake 
CAFOD’s response

On the evening of Tuesday 12 January 2010, 
a 7.0 magnitude earthquake hit Haiti. It was 
one of the most devastating natural disasters 
of recent years. 

The earthquake struck just 10 miles south-
west of the bustling capital Port-au-Prince 
and destroyed more than 100,000 buildings, 
including the national palace, the cathedral and 
the headquarters of the UN mission. It killed an 
estimated 230,000 people, and forced 1.5 million 
people from their homes.

Within hours, we launched our Haiti earthquake 
appeal. Our Catholic community in England and 
Wales responded with amazing compassion, and 
raised £5.3 million. 



1.5 million people were forced from their homes by the earthquake.



The first few weeks
In the aftermath of any emergency, our  
immediate priority is to deliver aid quickly to 
the people who need it most. 

In the first few weeks after the earthquake, we 
delivered tents, shelter or emergency kits to 
11,000 people who had lost their homes. 

We also provided child-friendly spaces in 
makeshift camps to ensure that vulnerable 
children had somewhere safe to go, and 
supplementary food to prevent people becoming 
malnourished.

“Our house is in ruins. We really need 
the supplies that we have been given. 
We are so grateful to get them. As 
long as I am alive, I will always have 
hope. Haiti will live again.”
Carmen Port-au-Prince.



A food distribution organised by our partners 
in Caritas International – a coalition of 165 
Catholic aid agencies around the world. 
By working together, Caritas agencies are 
able to respond quickly to humanitarian 
emergencies. 



Preventing the spread of disease
With huge numbers of people living in 
crowded, unhygienic conditions after the 
earthquake, preventing the spread of disease 
was one of our main priorities.

Soon after the earthquake, we provided shower 
blocks, latrines and safe water supplies for more 
than 50,000 people living in five camps. 

In October 2010, Haiti was struck by a devastating 
cholera outbreak, which has killed more than 

7,000 people and hospitalised hundreds of 
thousands.

We provided latrines and safe water supplies for 
more than 50,000 people moving back into more 
permanent shelters, new cholera units in seven 
hospitals, and training on preventing the spread of 
disease in camps, schools and villages.

“I have been sick and I think it was because 
of bad water. Now I understand I must wash 
my hands and drink clean water. I’m going 
to teach everyone at home about what I’ve 
learned today in class.”

Christophe Port-au-Prince



Our partner Catholic Relief Services uses 
puppets to teach children about the 
importance of hygiene and sanitation in 
preventing disease. 



New houses
Before the earthquake, most Haitians lived 
in unsuitable housing that was vulnerable 
to natural disasters. We took the decision 
to “build back better” – to ensure that the 
houses we funded would withstand future 
earthquakes and hurricanes.

We also wanted to make sure that Haitians took 
the lead in rebuilding their country in years to 
come. Rather than employing foreign contractors, 
we trained local people to be masons, and ensured 
that local engineers had the skills they needed to 
build disaster-resistant homes.

“I am so happy with the new house, so excited.  
I keep thanking God because it is like a miracle.”

Casimir Port-au-Prince



“I’m very happy to be moving into a new 
house” says Celina. “I lost everything in the 
earthquake and I’ve been living in difficult 
conditions for a very long time. I’d never have 
been able to manage this on my own.”

Celina Traesil Petit Boucan



A safer future
Haiti is regularly hit by hurricanes, which 
destroy homes, cause landslides and ruin 
farmland. 

Since 2010, we have responded to hurricanes 
when they have happened, providing household 
items to families who have been forced from their 
homes, and helping people to make a living again.

We have also helped Caritas Haiti set up teams 
who will be ready to respond whenever disasters 
strike. And we’ve worked with schools, community 
groups and farmers to make sure people are better 
prepared for hurricanes and earthquakes in the 
future.

Above: New agricultural techniques should lessen the 

impact of future disasters. 

Right: A farmer shows the height of the flooding after a 

hurricane.



“I am scared that there will be another 
earthquake, but the evacuation practice at 
the school means I will know what to do and I 
will be saved next time.”

Pierre-Manise Port-au-Prince

We have helped schools set up evacuation 
plans for when disasters strike.



Hope for the future
Even before the earthquake, Haiti was the 
poorest country in the western hemisphere, 
and sheer scale of the disaster was immense. 
But your compassion meant that we could 
respond quickly, and help the people of Haiti 
to rebuild their lives.

Compassionate God, it’s easy to pray and act 
when images of suffering smart our eyes 
and words of injustice ring in our ears.

It’s tougher to be constant when the cameras  
are gone, 
moved on to the latest celebrity scandal.

God of all time and of this moment, help us 
to be present in thought, word and action 
to our sisters and brothers in need – 
holding their concerns as our own. 

Just as you remembered the suffering of  
Sarah and Abraham  
and heard the cry of your people in slavery; 
just as Jesus recognised our hunger 
and dwells with us in spirit and in word; 
so help us to embody your steadfast love, 
as we remember your people in Haiti.

We pray in Jesus’ name, 
who grieved with Martha and Mary, 
and called Lazarus to fullness of life.

Amen.

Pat Pierce/ CAFOD 



Our partners encouraged children to make 
puppets to help them learn to talk about  
their trauma. 

Please keep the people of Haiti in your 
prayers.



CAFOD’s response
CAFOD’s Haiti earthquake appeal raised  £5.3 
million. We were also allocated £3.8 million 
by the Disasters Emergency Committee, 
as our share of their joint appeal. Our 
operational costs were 4.21% of the total 
income raised.

Immediate needs £600,000

Rebuilding homes £2.23 million

Clean water and preventing the spread of disease 
£3.75 million

Helping Church partners to rebuild and strengthen 
their work  £1.18 million

Reducing risks from future disasters £950,000

CAFOD operational costs (staff costs, vehicle and 
equipment hire etc) £400,000
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CAFOD’s local partners included: 

Caritas Haiti

Caritas Jacmel

Caritas Port-au-Prince

Catholic Relief Services

Caritas Switzerland

Progressio

Service des Jésuits pour les Réfugiées  
et les Migrants

Centre d’Appui Pédagogique

Programme pour une Altérnative de  
Justice and ITECA


