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Behind every 
great designer, 
there is a team.
Nobody beats disease alone. It takes a village 
to manage the daily demands of chronic illness. 
And even if you’re born a little different, you 
should never doubt that you belong.

This year, 34 Nike designers and developers worked 
side-by-side with the Doernbecher Freestyle designers 
to share their stories and bring their ideas to life.

Moms, dads, siblings, neighbors, classmates and 
teammates stood by them in the hardest times.

And at OHSU Doernbecher Children’s Hospital, some of 
the nation’s best physicians, surgeons, social workers 
and nurses worked tirelessly, around the clock, to 
provide lifesaving care and an endless supply of hope.

It’s all made possible by the generosity of donors like 
you. Your support means new discoveries, amazing 
technologies, and breakthrough treatments for kids 
across the country.

Together, we’re unstoppable.









Every day, countless young patients at OHSU 
Doernbecher Children’s Hospital demonstrate 
what it means to go all in as they bravely face 
serious illness. This is the story of six of them. 

To learn how Andrew, Amyiah, Brayden, Brody, Carissa and Tylan 
go all in, check out the Doernbecher Freestyle collection, which is 
a reflection of their remarkable lives. They’ve created their custom 
designs using the things that drive and inspire them most: family, 
friendship, sports — and in one case, pizza. 

Their one-of-a-kind footwear and apparel is sold on a limited-
edition basis at select retail locations and Nike.com, with 
proceeds benefitting OHSU Doernbecher Children’s Hospital. 
Since it began in 2004, this extraordinary fundraising 
partnership between Nike and Doernbecher has raised 
$17 million.

For these young designers, the Freestyle program is more than a 
chance to create a cool shoe. It’s an opportunity to give back to 
the place that has done so much for them. As one put it, “I like 
knowing that my shoe will help kids like me get better.” 

Read on to meet the six incredible kids behind the 2017 Freestyle 
collection. And discover what it truly means to live ALL IN.   
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Doernbecher Freestyle was launched in 2003  when  
Michael Doherty — NIKE, Inc. Creative Director of Global 
Brand Presentations and Doernbecher Children’s 
Hospital Foundation board member — was intrigued by his 
son’s idea to create custom Nike shoes honoring OHSU 
Doernbecher patients.
 
Every year since then, a group of young patients has been 
paired with a Nike team to create footwear and, later, 
apparel. These collections draw upon each kid’s unique 
interests and personality, and often reflect their health 
care journeys and hopes for the future.
 
The program has deeply touched the lives of 85 kids 
who have faced unimaginable health challenges. It has 
inspired support from sneakerheads, athletes, families 
and philanthropists.
 
To date, Doernbecher Freestyle has raised $17 million to 
advance the cause of children’s health at Doernbecher 
Children’s Hospital — with tangible, life-changing results. 
Contributions have helped:
 

•  fund pioneering medical research
•  purchase state-of-the-art equipment
•  recruit leading pediatric specialists
•  cover the cost of care for families most in need

 

Together, we are making the world
a better place for kids.
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TYLAN HIBBARD
Nike SB Zoom Stefan Janoski

Age   15
Hometown   Eugene, Oregon
Diagnosis   congenital heart defect



LOVES
Tylan Hibbard is a polite, outdoorsy guy 
who can usually be found with a fishing 
pole in his hand. Every fisherman needs 
a good fishing shoe, so he designed his 
SB Zoom Stefan Janoski with all kinds of 
nautical details. The laces emulate the 
ropes used to tie boats to the dock, while 
a school of trophy fish swim against a 
deep blue background. 

design team
Traci Prinkki, footwear developer 
Quentin Nguyen, headwear designer
Michelle Caserma, headwear developer
August Benzien, footwear designer

not pictured
Kerry Williams, apparel designer
Amy Lepper, apparel developer
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Tylan also included his own personal mantra on the tab of the shoe: be kind. That’s the 
theme of his very own YouTube channel, which he created to help other people feel better. 

“At the end of every video, it says ‘be kind’ because you never know what someone else is 
going through,” he said. “That’s why you want to be the best you can be to them.”
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Tylan was born with truncus arteriosus, a rare 
heart defect that is fatal if not corrected.  But 
while his heart may not function perfectly, 
it’s full of love for his family. In fact, he calls 
up members of his extended family every 
single night just to tell them that he loves 
them. “They’ve always been there for me, 
even when things get tough,” he said. 



That gratitude extends to his medical team as 
well, starting with his cardiologist, Dr. Misty 
Carlson. As his mom, Heather, explained, 

“Everyone at Doernbecher was amazing, from the 
PICU nurses to his cardiology team. They lifted 
us up and let us cry on their shoulders when we 
needed to. We consider some of them family now.” 

medical team
Rich Reed, P.A.-C., M.P.A.S., R.N.
Amy McCammond, M.D.
Ashok Muralidaran, M.D.
Irving Shen, M.D.



Tylan was so inspired by his experience  
with his Doernbecher child life specialist  
Jan Crider that he says he’d like to be a child 
life specialist too someday.
 

“I’d like to help 
younger kids 
like she does,”
he said. He also aspires to make a career 
out of his YouTube channel. (He has 64 
subscribers and would love to have more!) 

“I’d like to help   
   younger kids 
   like she does,”





BRAYDEN SPARKMAN
Nike Air Huarache Run Ultra

Age   13
Hometown   Salem, Oregon
Diagnosis   acute lymphoblastic leukemia



Brayden is a friendly, athletic kid who throws 
a mean fast ball ––-  it’s been clocked at 56 mph! 
His baseball-themed shoe is a tribute to the 
game, which he hopes to play professionally 
one day. It features red baseball stitching, 
his very own logo, and some bold words that 
describe his playing style: BRAYDEN STRONG. 

design team
Abbey Tollefsen, apparel developer
Katie St. Clair, apparel designer
Lauren Sebastian, footwear designer 
Sandy St. Clair, headwear designer

not pictured
Daren Cejna, footwear developerPL
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Brayden Strong is also an apt description for 
how he’s choosing to fight cancer. “When I 
was diagnosed, everyone in the community 
started calling me by that nickname,” he 
explained. “For me, it means trying your best 
and leading by example.” 
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His aggressive chemo treatments mean he doesn’t always feel 
up to playing baseball, but he doesn’t let that stop him. “Even if 
he feels sick, he still shows up and gets the team excited to 
be there,” his mom, Kristin, said. “He brings so much energy 
to the guys. They know if he can do it, they can too.” 



Throughout Brayden’s chemo treatments, 
he’s found ways to stay positive and even 
find some humor in the situation. Case in 
point: Brayden’s an avid Beaver fan, so when 
one of his nurses, Nora Bowcutt, teased 
him by taping Oregon Duck footprints to his 
door, he got revenge by planting a huge fake 
spider in his bed to startle her. “I planned 
that for months,” he grinned. “It was the 
best prank ever.”

medical team
Susan Lindemulder, M.D.
Nora Bowcutt, C.N.A.
Katrina Winsnes, M.D.



Pranks aside, his upbeat attitude  
has been an inspiration to the  
doctors and nurses who care for him.  
Dr. Katrina Winsnes says of him,  

“As one of my very first oncology patients, 
Brayden has taught me nearly everything  
I know about leukemia. 

More importantly, 
he’s taught 
me about the 
resilience of the 
human spirit.”





ANDREW MERYDITH
Nike Air VaporMax Flyknit

Age   15
Hometown   Springfield, Oregon
Diagnosis   cystic fibrosis



Just try keeping up with Andrew Merydith. 
He runs, rides BMX and plays football to 
show the world that a kid with cystic fibrosis 
can do just about anything. “I want people to 
know that I’m not different,” he said. 

design team
David Walton, footwear developer 
Michelle Caserma, headwear developer
Colin Strandberg, apparel designer
Lee Gibson, footwear designer
Susan Miller, apparel developer
Quentin Nguyen, headwear designer

GIVES
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Like Andrew, his ultra-lightweight VaporMax is also built for speed. It features 
vibrant shades of green and purple that coordinate perfectly with his favorite 
BMX jersey. Andrew used his initials to create a cool logo, and came up with his 
own hashtag for the outsole: #ilovethefam. “My family is my hero,” he explained. 

“They’ve been so supportive and caring throughout this whole thing.” 
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According to Doernbecher social worker Emily Somervell, Andrew shares his 
family’s caring, compassionate traits. “For Andrew, helping others brings him 
the most happiness,” she said. “That’s why he’s looking forward to becoming a 
scientist who helps treat and hopefully cure cystic fibrosis.” 



After participating in 
the Freestyle program, 
Andrew says he 
has another career 
aspiration: designing 
shoes. “It was really 
special to get to be 
a part of this,” he 
said. “I got to create 
something that will 
live forever.” 

medical team
Emily Somervell, L.C.S.W. 
Mike Powers, M.D.

For now, Andrew is focusing on staying healthy and 
enjoying the things he loves most: reading, playing 
sports, and spending time with his family, who are 
constantly inspired by his strength. 



“Most people complain when things 
get tough. Not Andrew,” said his dad, 
Todd. “He’s so persistent and just 
refuses to give up.”

The way Andrew sees it, giving up is  
never an option. He says, 

“You have 
to try your 
hardest and 
keep trying 
even when 
you fail.
That’s how 
I go all in.”  





CARISSA NAVARRO
Air Jordan 12 Retro

Age   9
Hometown   Springfield, Oregon
Diagnosis   kidney transplant



Life is one big dance party for little 
Carissa, who loves making up crazy new 
choreography. (Her latest move? An 
energetic shimmy-wriggle-wriggle combo.) 

design team
Kelsey Amy, color designer 
Rachel Nichols, footwear developer
Brenden Strang, apparel designer
Ken Link, footwear designer
Alyssa Foo, apparel developer
Garren Strong, product manager
Kelsie Hood, apparel developer
Leah Nagengast, materials designer
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Carissa’s Air Jordan 12 is perfect for dancing and also a 
showcase for her favorite things. You’ll find her stuffed dog 
Max on the outsole, a picture of her family inside, and a 
slice of pizza on the laces. “I put pizza on my shoe because 
pizza is delicious!” she smiled. 
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Of all the things that Carissa loves most, her twin sister Savannah tops the list. 
Carissa was born without kidneys, but Savannah helped her stay alive in the womb 
until she could begin dialysis. “She’s the best sister ever,” said Carissa of her twin. 



For the early years of her life, Carissa was a regular at 
Doernbecher, where she quickly charmed her care team. 

“Joyful and feisty are two perfect words to describe her,” 
said Dr. David Rozansky. Known as the “adorable little 
diva” by many of her nurses, Carissa could always count 
on her favorite nurse to provide pink princess Band-Aids 
during her treatments. 

When she turned four, Carissa was matched with an 
adult donor and finally got her very own kidney. She 
named it Mrs. Bean. (Her family celebrates the date of her 
transplant every year with a kidney-themed party.) 

medical team
Amira Al-Uzri, M.D.

David Rozansky, M.D., Ph.D.



Mission accomplished. 

Carissa says she has big plans for the future 
and would like to be a professional basketball 
player someday, or perhaps a veterinarian. 

Her joyous attitude is best summed up by a 
phrase that appears on her shoe: I’ve got fuzzy 
in my soul. As Carissa explained,

“I always have 
a warm, fuzzy 
feeling in my 
soul, and I want 
everyone to feel 
the same way!”





AMYIAH ROBINSON
Air Max Thea Ultra Flyknit

Age   11
Hometown   Portland, Oregon
Diagnosis   sickle cell anemia, indeterminate colitis



Amyiah is a driven, artistic girl who 
believes in being true to herself. To help 
her walk the walk, she included the phrase 
STAY TRUE TO YOURSELF on the outsole 
of her Nike Flyknit shoe. “Those are the 
words I live by, because I always want to be 
truthful,” she said. “If someone asks you 
something, you tell it straight.” 

LIVES
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Amyiah’s colorful ombre shoe features her name loud and 
proud, as well as a logo comprised of a heart with angel 
wings flying over the words ROCK STAR. “Sometimes I 
think I’m kind of a rock star,” she laughed. “And the angel 
heart is a symbol that means a lot to my mom. She was in 
the military, so it represents freedom. Besides, she’s my 
guardian angel.” 

design team
Lisa Nishimoto, apparel developer 
Jeremy Pettis, apparel designer
Vessela Yordanovae, footwear designer
Janet Chan, footwear developer
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Besides being true to herself, Amyiah also believes in being 
true to her roots, which is why the inside of one shoe features 
a map of her hometown in Oklahoma, while the other contains 
a map of Oregon. Amyiah moved here in 2015 to be closer to 
family and to be treated for sickle cell anemia, which requires 
monthly transfusions at Doernbecher. 



During her frequent visits, Amyiah has formed a strong bond 
with her care team, particularly Dr. Trisha Wong and her nurse, 
Jolene Taylor. “Dr. Wong is always there and helps me feel 
better,” said Amyiah. “And I can tell that Jolene cares about my 
mom and me way more than just when I’m in the hospital.” 

medical team
Jolene Taylor, R.N.
Trisha Wong, M.D., M.S.
Linda Muir, M.D., F.A.A.P., C.N.S.C.



Dr. Wong agrees with that assessment. 
“I’m pretty sure, if given the opportunity, 
that Amyiah could rule the world.”

Amyiah says she’d like to be an artist 
someday, although she also dreams of being 
an NFL star. In fact, she said that playing 
football in 4th grade helped her learn how 
to face her medical challenges. 

“When I got 
tackled, I 
just got back 
up. It kind of 
made me feel 
invincible!”





BRODY MILLER
Air More Uptempo

Age   11
Hometown   Portland, Oregon
Diagnosis   complex brain vascular malformation



In Brody’s world, his rare brain condition is a villain he battles 
every day. Essentially, his body constantly generates new 
blood arteries that put too much pressure inside his head.  
As a result, Brody has endured nine complex brain surgeries. 
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To help him in the fight, this aspiring comic 
book artist dreamed up an alter ego, Generator 
Man, who is featured on his Air More Uptempo. 

“Generator Man is based on me,” he explained. 
“Not only can he shoot healing energy out of his 
hands, he also has the powers of mind control.”

design team
Sandy St. Clair, headwear designer 
Nessa Tabrizy, apparel designer
Kylee Young, apparel developer
Tyler Dudley, footwear developer
Brian Moughty, footwear designer
Adrienne Martinez, headwear developer
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Other super-powered features include a glow-in-the-dark 
outsole that reveals the words BE STRONG. “With all my 
surgeries, I’ve had to be really strong,” he explained. There’s 
also a giant BPM down the side, which stands for “beats per 
minute” as well as his initials, Brody Preston Miller. 



Brody’s story has another hero to help save the day—the head of pediatric 
neurosurgery at Doernbecher. Her name is Dr. Lissa C. Baird, but Brody calls 
her Wonder Woman. “Not only does she have to use all of her powers to fix me, 
she even kind of looks like Wonder Woman!” he smiled. 

Dr. Baird has embraced the role, and even wore the Wonder Woman pajamas 
Brody’s family gave her the night before his surgery. “He’s an extraordinary 
boy,” she said. “Throughout every treatment he has remained happy, 
optimistic, and determined.” 

medical team
Lissa Baird, M.D.



It will probably come as no surprise 
that this kind, imaginative kid wants 
to be a superhero when he grows up.

“My teacher told me I need to pick 
something real, but to me being a 
superhero is real,” he said. 

“You can help 
people who  
need help. 
You can find 
ways to 
save them.” 
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Special thanks to everyone at Nike 
who helped the Freestyle kids make 

their designs into reality. 

And, to our generous sponsors, 
thank you for going

ALL IN.



1121 SW Salmon Street, Suite 100
Portland, OR 97205
503 552-0692

OnwardOHSU.org/freestyle
facebook.com/doernbecher


