
 
Good morning!  
 
Well, this is not just a typical day at Nike. 
 
It's an absolute honor to host President Obama today. Welcome to Nike, Mr. 
President.  
 
I'd also like to welcome Representatives Bonamici and Blumenauer, who have 
been so important in terms of partnership with the White House through their 
support of Trade Promotion Authority. 
 
I want to thank our partners in the Oregon business community for being here 
today as well. 
 
Nike is a true American success story. Forty years ago, we began selling shoes 
out of the back of a van.  
 
Today, we lead our industry, helping athletes reach their potential in 190 
countries.  
 
And that journey was made possible because of the power of trade.  
 
Nike is a company that stands for a lot of things: innovative products, pursuing 
athletic potential -- but we are also proof that trade works. And we believe that 
companies should see that kind of success, all companies. 
 
We see it every day at Nike. Free trade opens doors. It removes barriers, it 
creates jobs. It lets us invest more in the things that matter. And that’s 
innovation. It’s creativity, and people.  
 
Thanks to open markets, Nike employs 26,000 people across the country. Here 
in Oregon, Nike and our more than 8,500 employees add $2.5 billion to this 
state’s economy every year. 
 
Of course, as our many friends who’ve joined us today prove, economic growth 
like this doesn’t happen in a vacuum. Trade has a powerful ripple effect. 
 
But free trade is not just critical for our present success, it drives our future 
growth.  
 
A free flow of goods in the global economy unleashes our capacity to invest and 
to innovate. 
 
I’m proud to say that if Trans Pacific Partnership is ratified, Nike will accelerate 



our efforts to begin advanced manufacturing here in the United States.  
 
Over the next decade, that could mean 10,000 new jobs in manufacturing and 
engineering from Nike and our partners and up to 40,000 jobs across our supply 
chain.  
 
The future of Nike and this country depend not only on what we make, but how 
we make it. 
 
And we want to get to the future faster.  
 
And that’s why we support President Obama’s strong leadership on trade and 
his hard work on the Trans-Pacific Partnership. 
 
So, thank you. And now, please give a huge Nike welcome to President Barack 
Obama.  
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