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CAAMFest Shines a Light on Asian American Stories This May

SAN FRANCISCO, March 30, 2021 – CAAMFest, the nation’s largest festival of Asian
American and Asian film, food, and music will showcase a dynamic program this May.
Running May 13-23, 2021 the festival will feature virtual screenings, panels, and
performances, as well as an opening weekend with drive-in programs at Fort Mason
Flix.

Since spring 2020, CAAMFest has been presenting its programs virtually, providing a
vital source of conversation and celebration for the Asian American community, which
has been deeply affected by both the COVID-19 pandemic and anti-Asian violence,
during a year marked by widespread racial and civic tension.

“The violent attacks and hateful rhetoric have made the past year difficult for the Asian
American community,” says Stephen Gong, executive director of CAAM, “making it
essential that we continue to produce CAAMFest as a place to come together around
stories that show the breadth of the Asian American experience and our
interconnectedness with other communities.”

Taking place during Asian Pacific American Heritage Month, the CAAMFest 2021
lineup is anchored in storytelling which continues this tradition. Highlighting local ties
and international connections, the festival will continue to be a space for innovation.
As COVID-19 rates continue to improve in San Francisco, CAAM will be offering three
evenings of socially distanced drive-in programs at Fort Mason Center, in addition to
live online and on-demand programs.

“Even during these times, CAAMFest is a celebration of Asian American creativity,”
says Masashi Niwano, festival and exhibitions director at CAAM. “Whether it’s virtually
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or in a socially-distanced way, these films and experiences lift our spirits and help us to
see our community at its best.”

Some CAAMFest 2021 highlights include:

● OPENING NIGHT FILM @ FORT MASON FLIX: TRY HARDER!, Directed by
Debbie Lum (2021 Official Sundance Selection)
As they prepare for the emotionally draining college application process,
students are keenly aware of the intense competition for the few open spots in
their dream colleges. At Lowell—where cool kids are nerds, nearly everyone has
an amazing talent, and the majority of the student body is Asian American—the
things that usually make a person stand out can feel not good enough, even
commonplace.

● CAAMFest and APAHM Virtual Launch Event: AMY TAN: UNINTENDED
MEMOIR, Directed by Jamie Redford (2021 Official Sundance Selection)
We’re kicking off May with a special screening of AMY TAN: UNINTENDED
MEMOIR. Jamie Redford’s final documentary is an intimate portrait of the
groundbreaking author that interweaves archival imagery, including home
movies and personal photographs, artful animation and original interviews to tell
the inspiring story of Tan’s life and career. Interviews with THE JOY LUCK CLUB
talent was actually filmed at CAAMFest 2019.

● CLOSING NIGHT: FOLX DANCE PARTY with Filmmaker/Musician H.P.
Mendoza (World Premiere)
CAAMFest is thrilled to present the world premiere of H.P. Mendoza's newest
project, a visual album named Folx. Former CAAMFest Spotlight, Mendoza will
take to the virtual stage along with fellow performers, Anna Ishida, Lex the
Lexicon and Goh Nakamura for this dance extravaganza. This electric, virtual
event will finish off our festival with a dynamic mix of live performance, music
and dance.

The full line-up of films, panels and events will be announced mid-April. Visit
CAAMedia.org for the latest information.

About CAAMFest
CAAMFest, formerly the San Francisco International Asian American Film Festival
(SFIAAFF), celebrates the world’s largest showcase for new Asian American and Asian
film, food, and music programs.



About CAAM
For over 40 years, the Center for Asian American Media (CAAM) has been dedicated to
presenting stories that convey the richness and diversity of Asian American
experiences to the broadest audience possible. As a nonprofit organization, CAAM
funds, produces, distributes, and exhibits works in film, television, and digital media.
For more information about CAAM, please visit www.CAAMedia.org.
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