
Dear Friends,

     Our God is an awesome God! Not only did He direct our paths, provide 
for our needs, and keep us safe, but He allowed us to make a difference in so 
many lives. We were so privileged to share His love and impact others, but it was the impact 
on our lives that is most amazing to me. 

   The planning for this trip started back in mid 2014 when the thought came to me to plan a 
return trip to Africa visiting our friends and associates in both Zambia and Kenya. We had 
built strong relationships in both countries and had received several requests to return and 
continue our work and how could I pick just one place? So I put out the call for volunteers 
and began the task of organizing transportation, lodging, clinic locations and all of the many 
other things needed to lead a mission trip.

   Many times I doubted my ability to fulfill the task of basically organizing two separate trips 
taking place in 18 days - two countries, currencies, governments, languages and several 
different organizations to host the clinics. My saving grace was feeling God’s love and 
encouragement to let go and trust Him. I won’t say it was easy - those who know me know I 
like to be in control of “who, what, when and where”. But, in a way I can’t describe, it was 
so freeing to know I was not in charge. And God did not disappoint me!

   We began our trip in Zambia where we got to see first hand the results of our partnerships 
both new and old. We visited the small village of Grippis where we began construction of a 
permanent brick school building in 2010. Through the hard work of the villagers along with 
WAGC and other supporters the building is complete! Nine classrooms, a library and two 
small offices are now under roof and have floors and doors. The men learning carpentry in 
The Joseph Project have provided beautiful doors, student desks, tables and chairs. They 
have also added welding to their list of skills and are in the process of putting bars on all the 
windows. What a mighty work our God has done!
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“And we know 
that all things work 
together for good to 
them that love God, 
to them who are 
called according to 
his purpose.”
       ~ Romans 8:28
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 February 4th 
was the first day of my 
“summer” vacation 
on the way to Zambia 
and Kenya, Africa. 
This is the first time 
we hosted eyeglass 
clinics in two different 
African countries on 
one mission trip. To 
try and sum up this 
trip in a few words is 
almost impossible: so 
many friendly people, so many people in need. And yet 
these people seem happy with what they have – or don’t 
have. The faith they have and their openness to tell you that 
the Lord will provide for them and take care of them is 
incredible. Even though they may have walked a long way 
or waited a long time before we could see them – it did not 
matter.

 Maybe this “summer” vacation was for me to learn 
how to be happy with what I have, or that what I don’t have 
isn’t as important as what I thought it was before this trip. 
Maybe I need to learn to trust more in the Lord and that He 
will take care of all my needs. This is easy for me to write 
down but it is very hard for me to be like the people I met 
in Zambia and Kenya. Maybe I needed to see these people 
to be more like them. Maybe the Lord intended for me to 
see all of this to try and change the way I look at my life. 

 That’s a lot of maybes, but thank you Lord for the 
challenge.

   Next we visited Kabanana Hope Orphanage to meet with 
the headmaster and teachers. (See more on the back page.) 
They showed us the well we helped finance and discussed 
future needs. Their love of the children was quite evident.

   We held a vision clinic in Grippis followed by another 
hosted by YWAM in Lusaka West. As usual the lines were 
very long and the people so very grateful for this opportunity 
to see clearly. Many joyful praises were offered up to our 
gracious God.

   We then flew to Kenya where we visited a new church 
planting by our good friend Pastor Andrew Guya. In 
addition to the vision clinic held there, 88 people gave their 
lives to Christ in the Prayer Room after being examined.

   We finished our work in the village of Gatamaiyu where 
we worked alongside friends who were hosting their first 
clinic in the permanent building they had just completed. 
For 10 years they hosted yearly medical clinics in a church 
while raising funds to build and staff the new clinic which 
is now ready for daily use. God is so faithful!

   Every trip I organize God teaches me more and more 
about letting go and following His leading. On this trip 
there were only six volunteers total and I worried that 
we would not be able to examine everyone who waited in 
line. Through a variety of ways the Lord encouraged me 
to reach out to the African people to help us, and so we 
did. Before each clinic we trained African volunteers and 
during the eight days of clinic we examined 1,100 people 
and gave out 909 pairs of glasses to 746 of them. Some 
received both distance and reading glasses.

   What joy it was to 
work alongside these 
volunteers and deepen 
our relationships. For 
their part the Africans 
were thrilled to be 
included in helping 
their community. I am 
so grateful God has 
allowed me to be a part 
of what He is doing in 
Africa. To Him be the 
glory!
     
In His Peace, 

Carol Fanelli

Continued from Page One Maybe... - Tom Fanelli



Oh The PeOPle yOu’ll MeeT - Bethany Raudenbush

 When trying to write a summary of my experience for this report I found that 
I was at a loss for words.  Not because I did not have anything to say about the trip but 
in fact, it was the opposite.  So many wonderful memories were made as we bonded 
as a team and were able to screen and distribute glasses to those in need and so many 
amazing people touched my heart that it seemed impossible to write it all down.  I 
kept starting and erasing sentences because they never seemed to begin to express 
how this trip opened the door for me to grow spiritually through worship and service, 
how it allowed me to further develop as an individual who is beginning the next 
chapter in her life (I just graduated with my doctorate in physical therapy and passed 
my licensure exam less than a week before we left for Africa), nor did the words seem 
to describe just how grateful I am to have been able to go on this trip.  So instead of 
focusing on the daunting task of getting all of those emotions and information written 
down into a small summary, I decided to focus on the part of the trip that seemed to 
stand out the most to me as I reflected: the people.  

 First are the people we were able to help.  When I would look around the eyeglass clinics it would not be 
uncommon to see countless smiling faces, grateful hearts, and praises being given to the Lord.  Many of the people who 
come to the clinic could not see the world around them and were not able to read the written Word.  Children therefore 
fell behind in their studies and men and women had difficulty working and doing household chores.  However, when 
they receive their glasses and they look out into the distance and clearly see what they could never see before, you 
witness such gladness and appreciation on their faces.  When they hold up the reading card and are able to read what 
was once impossible, you know that you have just changed this persons life forever, but even more so, you know that 
they have changed yours. 

 Next are the people we were able to work with.  This year’s clinics were organized slightly differently; since 
we came with a small team, we worked together with the nationals to put on the clinics instead of simply helping us 
to translate as needed.  This gave us the opportunity to work right alongside those in Zambia and Kenya and build a 
relationship with them.  We worked together as we screened and provided eyeglasses to those in need and, in doing so, I 
made some truly good friends.    

 Finally are the people I met and reconnected with who came together to make this year’s WAGC team.  Carol, 
Tom, Carolyn, Bobby, Jan, and I came together to make one of the best mission teams that I have ever been a part 
of.  During clinics we all came together, each offering up his or her own strengths, and were able to serve the Lord in 
fellowship.   As it is written in Romans chapter 12 beginning at verse 4, “Just as our bodies have many parts and each 
part has a special function, so to it is with Christ’s body.  We are many parts of one body, and we all belong to each other.  
In His grace, God has given us different gifts for doing certain things well… If your gift is serving others, serve them 

well… And if you have a gift for showing kindness to others, do it gladly.  Don’t just 
pretend to love others.  Really love them… Love each other with genuine affection 
and take delight in honoring each other.  Never be lazy, but work hard and serve 
the Lord enthusiastically… When God’s people are in need, be ready to help them.  
Always be eager to practice hospitality… Be happy with those who are happy, and 
weep with those who weep.  Live in harmony with each other… Don’t let evil conquer 
you, but conquer evil by doing good.”  

 In serving our brothers and sisters in Christ in both Zambia and Kenya we lived by 
the words written in Romans chapter 12.  Together we bonded as we laughed, cried, 
prayed, and joked both in and out of the clinic.  We became a family on this trip and 
I am so grateful for each and every one of the great team members that made up the 
WAGC Africa 2016 team.  Thank you.



break My hearT, O GOd - Carolyn Snell

FirsT TriP - Bobby Snell

 Since this was my second trip to Africa, I was better prepared for the sights of the poverty, the smell of the land, and 
the haunting faces of hopelessness. What I wasn’t prepared for were the diseases of the eyes. During the clinic we held at 
the YWAM camp, we were fortunate enough to have an Ophthalmologist join us for two days. He was able to confirm and 
diagnose multiple eye conditions and/or diseases. There was quite a bit of cataracts, glaucoma, infections, keratoconus, 
and astigmatism (uncorrected of course).

 Working in the eye care business for over 30 years, I know that all of these 
conditions are very treatable, correctable with the proper eyeglasses, and/or 
operable, if the person has the financial means to do so – most of which those in 
Africa do not. That is what had the most impact on me during this trip. It breaks 
my heart to know that what we in the US consider a very simple out-patient 
surgery for cataracts, many people in the villages 
of Africa could never expect to have and therefore 
go blind! AND, the people of Africa so graciously 
accept being blind due to their poverty! I don’t 
know – it just doesn’t seem “right”!

 I am humbled and in a lot of ways ashamed. Ashamed of myself for thinking I 
should/need to have the material things that I have here at home. Ashamed that I think in 
some way I “deserve” better. Ashamed that I do not give more to the African people. 

 “God forgive me, and break my heart for that which breaks your heart O God!”

 My first trip to Africa was a very enjoyable and 
memorable experience!  What I enjoyed the most was how 
appreciative and accepting the African people are.  It was 
such a pleasure and very rewarding to see the faces of the 
people when they realized they could see clearly – some for 
the first time ever! I could not believe the distance some 
walked just to be seen in the clinics!

     
 
The team, even though we were small in numbers,  was 
large in heart and  love for Jesus.  We laughed, joked, 
“picked on” one anther, and cried together!  

 I couldn’t have asked for anything better!  Thank 
you Carol and Tom for all of your hard work!

an unFOrGeTTable exPerience - Jan Milles

 Any expectations about the trip I had were more 
than met. I remember Paul, a young man from the youth 
group, who really impressed me. The words he chose to 
speak to the other youth about chastity were all backed 
up by Scripture verses. Another great memory was the 
worship service at The Family Worship Centre in Nairobi.

 I have grown closer to God spiritually by relying 
on Him for my needs. I am still in awe of how He directed 
my paths to get to the point where I would go to Africa. 

Jeremiah 29:11 always 
comes to mind; and 
also Philippians 4:13 - 
how God gives me the 
strength to be able to do 
this. 
 
 I liked meeting the 
people of Africa and they 
always invite us to come 
back. I would highly 
recommend someone 
else to join us because 
it is an unforgettable 
experience. 



FulFillinG Our VisiOn - Cosmas Zimba
Country Coordinator Grassroots Heroes Zambia

    I want to take this opportunity to thank WAGC for the 
support, help and just their time with us here in Zambia; 
it really meant a lot. As a ministry, one of our goals is to 
conduct and maintain health programs in the community 
in which we operate. 

 The Vision Clinics mean a lot to our ministry as 
they are part of our health program. Community members 
are always excited to hear the news that we are going to 
have a vision clinic, so its means a lot to our community as 
well as it improves the well-being of the members.

 Many people that have received the services/glasses 
came back to school just to say, “Now I can read the Bible” 
or “Now I can help my child with reading”. These are just a 
few examples and so many have been helped through this 
program.

 Here are some volunteers that took part in the 
vision clinics.

 My name is Lexina Phiri, one of the Mango Grove 
Community School volunteers who took part in your program 
of helping people with their eye problems. It was such a good 
experience to work with you all, and more especially meeting 
a lot of people with different eye problems and helping them. 
It was my first time to see and help in giving glasses to people 
and I enjoyed being able to help do that with you.

 I experienced how to identify someone with short or 
long sight problems by having them read a vision chart. I 
enjoyed seeing if someone needed glasses or maybe readers. 
It really touched me and I loved finding the solutions to their 
problems. I had a good time working with you all. Thank 
you for giving me a chance to utilize my time in helping 

others. It really benefited 
a lot of people in the 
community and outside 
the community. 

 It is not easy for 
someone here to get their 
eyes checked for free and 
then also to receive a free 
pair of glasses. Everyone 
is excited to have glasses 
and to be able to see 
again. As the bible says, 
“More blessed is the hand 
that gives than the hand 
that receives.” Thank you 

so much and may the good Lord richly bless you so that you 
may continue in the spirit of helping poor people who cannot 
afford to buy glasses. Remember us in whatever you will be 
doing and wherever you will go. Be blessed today, tomorrow, 
and forever. 

With Love, Lexina 

 Mirriam Phiri is my name and I was one of the 
volunteers that worked with you in the refractor room at 
Mango Grove School. The eye clinic program is a real, true 
program based on a real life organization that you beautiful 
people are doing for the people of Zambia. The eye clinic 
program really helped me and motivated me to the extent 
of understanding the true meaning and the importance of 
maintaining our eyes. It was my first opportunity to see and 
witness how the refractors work and to see how a problem is 
identified. 

 I also experienced how to examine someone with 
short or long sight by using the refractor and it really touched 
me when finding 
the solution to get 
rid of the problem. 
I had a good time 
working  with 
you al l .  Thank 
you for being 
open and giving 
m e  a  c h a n c e 
to  e x p e r i e nce 
something new. It 
is very expensive 
here in Zambia to 
get glasses, or even just a screening. So, well done in helping 
our community, Grippis! I really enjoyed your company and 
thank you so much for the support. May God bless you. 

With Love, Mirriam 

 The vision clinics helps us as a ministry to achieve 
the goal of overall health. We want to use all means to touch 
a person’s life as a whole so we have a holistic approach. 
Vision clinics are one tool we can use to achieve this goal. 
We feel very encouraged when you come and support our 
vision to maintain community health. In this we feel that 
our vision is being fulfilled in Jesus’ name.

Looking forward to working with you again,
Cosmas Zimba



     Youth With A mission (YWAM) Lusaka is situated 
in the Furngrove area 16km west of Lusaka. It consists 
mostly of farms, villages and compounds. The population 
is approximately 45,000 people with only two small clinics 
in the area. People with sight problems are referred to the 
University Teaching Hospital where they are given 3-6 
months appointments for them to access eye services. 
Private hospitals are too expensive for most of the residents.

 

Our mission is to restore hope for a healthy life to a 
community in need by providing a means to quality health 
care and by empowering the community through health 
education aimed at showing the love of God in every action 
we take.

 In our effort to provide quality general health care, 
we plan to provide a wide range of counseling and education 
on nutrition, the prevention of the spread of common 
opportunistic infections, and general health. We hope to 
provide HIV / AIDS holistic care, eye clinics and antenatal 
services, family planning, under-five check-ups, home 
based health care and community outreach programs.

 Excitement 
mounts as we look 
at what God is 
doing at YWAM 
Lusaka. When we 
were praying last 
year, God assured 
us that He would 
send people to help 
us. It’s happening! 
We  h ave  s e e n 
qu i t e  a  nu mb e r 
o f  v o l u n t e e r s 
c o m e  t h r o u g h 
and both local 
and international 
volunteers have 
confirmed God’s 

word. Together we are 
making it happen. It 
is so wonderful to see 
people’s lives change 
for the better and 
glory given to God as 
the source of all we 
have.

 The WAGC 
team was led by Carol 
and Tom Fanelli. 
The other members 
were Jan, Bethany, 
Bobby and his wife 
Carolyn. WYAM’ers 
were Victor Chiteme, 
P a u l i n e  C h i k o , 
Abraham Banda, Bliss 
Chibwe and Baldwin 
M w a n a c h i w e n a . 
From the community we had Doctor Watson Kaputula,  
Mrs. Justina Lambalika, Pastor Gervaz and Christine Tembo.

 Vision clinics at YWAM Lusaka were conducted on 
the 10th and 11th of February, 2016. A total of 289 people 
were tested. Due to the large number of people who were 
not screened on the first two days, we agreed to conduct 
another clinic with Dr. Kaputula in charge on the 27th 
of February. 113 people were tested and 27 people went 
without being tested. There is need for more sight clinics in 
the Lusaka West area.
 

We are excited by the sight clinics conducted by the 
WAGC team, the YWAM Lusaka team and the community 
participants. The clinics have reconnected YWAM to the 
local community members and we are now looking forward 
to doing more community outreaches. 

iT’s haPPeninG! - Victor Chiteme
Administrator/Communicator and Clinic Coordinator at YWAM Lusaka



    We at the Family Worship Centre wish to express our 
heartfelt thanks and appreciation to Carol and Tom and 
the entire We’re All God’s Children team for being such a 
blessing to our community in Shujaa Valley. The free eye 
clinics that were held for two days in our church were a 
great blessing to our people, many of whom would not be 
able to afford eyeglasses. They came from all directions and 
from far and near. School age children, nursing mothers, old 
men and women, government officials, county government 
workers, etc. - all were helped. 

  
   
                   
 

I could not help but notice the joy on the faces of those 
that were helped. I can just imagine how the students that 
can now see the chalk board will be able to excel due to the 
improvement in their vision. The needs of the community 
exceeded the time the team had in our place and thus we 
had to turn others away. It is our request that the team stay 
longer next time. 

 Tom and Carol have been such a huge blessing to 
me and my wife and to our people. Their genuine love for 
us and for those they treat is evident by the way they serve 
the people with humility and dedication. 

 Thank you to We’re All God’s Children and Tom 
and Carol, along with the entire team, for being such a 
blessing to us. God bless you!

From Doreen and Andrew Guya

blessinGs OF JOy - Pastor Andrew Guya
The Family Worship Centre, Nairobi, Kenya

a dreaM realized - Peter Mbugua 
Benjamin Wellness Center, Gatamaiyu, Kenya

 After 10 years of work The Benjamin Wellness 
Center (BWC) is now built and ready to serve the 
community of Gatamaiyu. We were privileged to join them 
during their first official week of health clinics in the new 
building which included medical, dental and respiratory 
care. We were happy to provide vision screenings and 
eyeglasses to round out the free services offered. 

 Peter Mbugua, founder of the BWC sent these 
comments: Two years ago, the people of Gatamaiyu 
experienced an unusual blessing of having their eyes checked 
and given glasses as each needed free of charge. The community 
appreciated this greatly as many of them including school 
children are now able to read without problems. They waited 
for the group last year but were disappointed when that did 
not happen. They were encouraged to pray since only God 
can make things happen. They prayed and their prayers were 
answered this year in February. All who needed glasses and 
vision checks were taken care of. They are very thankful to 
Carol and her team for their willingness to go all the way to 
Gatamaiyu to make sure everyone gets the help they need to 
read and see without struggles.



 In June of 2014 we were introduced to a new project by a long time friend 
and associate, Vincent Luwizhi. Vincent and his wife Samantha, are working 
in the small rural community of Kabanana, Zambia. This community was 
hard hit by the AIDS epidemic and there 
are many orphans living with extended 
families who can barely support their 
own families. Some households are 
actually children living on their own. In 

an effort to offer hope and sustenance towards a brighter future they are working 
with community leaders and have built the Kabanana Hope Orphanage. There 
children receive food and an education bringing some stability into an otherwise 

precarious existence. 
 With the help of one of our generous 
financial supporters we were able to provide the needed funds to complete the drilling 
and installation of a much needed well providing clean drinking water. The children 
helped now number nearly 300 and are currently served with a two room latrine. Plans 
are underway for a larger facility but financial help is needed. Would you consider 
making a financial donation to help provide sanitary conditions for these children or join 
with us in planning future fundraisers? Help turn our hope for a brighter future for these 
children into a reality. Donate today or contact us for more information.

Donate online at www.wereallgodschildren.org or by mail to: 
118 Parklawn Ct, Lancaster, PA 17601 - Please write Kabanana Orphanage on the memo line.
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