
The Greenville News - 06/14/2020 Page : H01

Copyright (c) 2020 The Greenville News 06/14/2020
June 16, 2020 8:21 am (GMT -4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to 79% from original to fit letter page

ADVANTAGE,
FURMAN
COMMUNITY PULSE

READ THE STORY
ON PAGE 3

Dr. Elizabeth Davis 
of Furman University



The Greenville News - 06/14/2020 Page : H03

Copyright (c) 2020 The Greenville News 06/14/2020
June 16, 2020 8:20 am (GMT -4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to 77% from original to fit letter page

MPG. MARKETPLACE GREENVILLE   |   GREENVILLEONLINE.COM    |    JUNE 12, 2020    3

Furman President Elizabeth Davis Focuses on Protecting and Deepening 
Students’ College Experience Despite Pandemic’s Challenges
BY CINDY LANDRUM

Without a doubt, the coronavirus pandemic 
has been Elizabeth Davis’ biggest challenge 
during her six years as Furman University’s 

president.
Furman, like colleges and universities across the 

country, canceled in-person classes in March as the 
country tried to stop the virus’ spread. The school 
extended its spring break by a week to allow faculty 
and Furman’s information technology department to 
move instruction online.

The school is now preparing for students to return 
in the fall. The planning  encompass everything 
from policies about wearing masks and adequately 

will need upgraded technology to allow classes to 
be live-streamed for those students who may be 
quarantined.

Davis said she expects there to be both in-person 
and remote instruction for at least several months -- 

perhaps as long as a year and a half, depending on the 
course of the virus.

The school announced on Tuesday that fall classes 
will start on Aug. 18. There will be no fall break and 

to minimize students coming and going from campus 

Davis said Furman is seeing “great retention” of 
current students for the fall. “They already know 
what a Furman education is like,” she said. But the 
university expects a smaller incoming class. About 70 
percent of Furman’s student body comes from out of 
state.

“I like to say we import talent to the state,” Davis 
said, “but when the country doesn’t want to travel, 
we’ve seen fewer out-of-state students willing to 
commit to coming to Furman.”

Furman is still accepting students. “Our students 
are our best ambassadors because they can talk 

about what the Furman experience is like,” she said. 
In online JAM – Just Ask Me – sessions, prospective 
students can ask current students questions about 
life at Furman.

The Furman Advantage.
The Furman Advantage – which Davis calls her most 

and the biggest accomplishment in the six years she’s 
been the school’s president – guarantees every student 
the opportunity to engage in real-world experiences 
that build on what they learn in the classroom and 
integrate with their academic and career goals.

Gallup Inc. program that helps students identify and 
hone their unique talents, then encourages them to 

Furman University has announced 
plans for students to return to 

campus for the fall semester.
JEREMY FLEMING

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 
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apply those strengths in school and beyond. Furman 

and “father of strengths-based psychology.”

higher education manages to programs. But instead 

making sure they are getting what they need. That’s 
exactly what students and their parents should expect 

campus because “it is authentic to what Furman has 

“We found more ways to connect with students instead 
of fewer.”

degree at Baylor (she started as a computer science 

president.

implications of the pandemic. The school cut its baseball 

The school also announced furloughs for faculty and 

will depend on whether students are on campus all fall.

resilient.

experiential learning. It was 
just remote. We found more 

ways to connect with 
students instead of fewer.

 
ELIZABETH DAVIS  

FURMAN UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT


