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El Paso Democrat and former U.S. 

Congressman Beto O’Rourke dropped 

out of the presidential race. Should he 

stay in politics or should he retire from 

public life? Visit delrionewsherald.com 

and vote!
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BUSINESS: Del Rio Chamber of 
Commerce hosts spooky mixer
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READY TO FLY
Queens basketball team
prepares for season opener
... Page 6A

LAKE AMISTAD

South Carolinian 
swims 10-mile, six-
hour round trip at 
Lake Amistad

BY ATZIMBA MORALES
atzimba.morales

@delrionewsherald.com

Raising awareness on 
refugees and raising funds 
for the Hebrew Immigrant 
Aid Society, Melinda Men-
zer, 50, from Greenville, 
S.C., swam Saturday a 
10-mile round trip at Lake 
Amistad, crossing the Unit-
ed States-Mexico border.

Menzer began her swim 
at Diablo East, with two 
kayakers carrying her 
nutrition and orienting 
her along the way. Before 
she took off into the water, 
Menzer said she obtained 
a permit to swim across 
the lake.

The swim was original-
ly scheduled for 9 a.m. and 
was delayed till noon, due 
to the afternoon’s better 
temperatures and wind.

The route Menzer swam 
in the lake directed her 
to the islands located on 
Playa Tlaloc in Mexico. 
Menzer said she and the 
kayakers would stop at 
the nearest island and 
return to Diablo East. 

There were no issues 
when she reached the 

island, as Menzer only 
touched land while she 
stood in shallow water. 

Menzer said Lake Amis-
tad is a beautiful site, but 
the wind was not in her 
favor in the beginning. 

“The first four miles 
were a bit choppy, but 
the wind died down as we 
approached the Mexican 
side and stayed down for 
the rest,” Menzer said. 

Approximately six 

hours after swimming in 
Lake Amistad, Menzer re-
turned to Diablo East and 
finished her mission.

Menzer’s swim was

See SWIMMING Page 3A

SWIMMING FOR REFUGEES

ENTERTAINMENT

Online comedian amuses Del Rioans at the civic center
BY ATZIMBA MORALES

atzimba.morales

@delrionewsherald.com

A popular Youtuber 
and online comedian 
performed for a sold out 
Del Rio Civic Center 
surprised attendees with a 
skit about Del Rio. 

Mario Aguilar’s show 
“Celosa Yo? Jamas!” 
drew many local citizens, 
with a ticket line stretch-
ing into car spots at the 
civic center’s parking lot. 
Attendees were advised 
during the third curtain 
call, flash photography 
and videography was not 
allowed.

Aguilar mentioned the 
rule once again during 
his entrance and joked he 
would personally kick out 
the rule breakers. 

Aguilar kicked off the 

performance with the 
struggles women face on a 
daily basis. Following the 
skit was a brief interlude 
on the city’s airport. 

“I was in the Houston 
terminal, and it’s a big 
terminal, and I walk over 
to an employee for assis-
tance and they looked at 

me funny. They told me 
‘Del Rio has an airport?’ 
with a questionable look 
on their faces,” Aguilar 
said. 

Aguilar joked about 
arriving to Del Rio unpre-
pared, as he flew in wear-
ing shorts and stepped 
out of the airport to a cold 
day. “I figured since it was 
Texas it would be hot,” 
Aguilar said. 

The proximity of ev-
erything in Del Rio was 
another joke in Aguilar’s 
skit. 

Aguilar presented the 
party girl and mom char-
acters he is known for on 
social media. Aguilar’s 
party girl skit consisted 
of stereotypes and habits 
women do when they’re 
out partying, such as the

See COMEDIAN Page 3A

BY RUBÉN CANTÚ
ruben.cantu

@delrionewsherald.com

Harbor Freight Tools will cele-
brate the grand opening of its new 
store in Del Rio on Saturday, Nov. 
16 at 8 a.m., the store’s headquar-
ters announced.

The Del Rio store, 2401 Veterans 
Blvd, is the 81st Harbor Freight 
Tools store in Texas. The store, 
which touts itself as America’s 
leading retailer of quality tools at 
the lowest prices, said the first 500 
customers attending the grand 
opening will receive a free tape 
measure.

“We’re excited to serve custom-
ers in the great city of Del Rio,” said 
Juan Longoria, store manager. “At 
Harbor Freight, we’re passionate 
about providing our customers 
with the tools they need to get the 
job done, and always at an afford-
able price. We look forward to 
welcoming auto technicians, con-
tractors, woodworkers, homeown-
ers, hobbyists – anyone who needs 
affordable tools.”

The 20,000-square-foot store 
stocks a selection of tools and 
accessories in categories including 
automotive, air and power tools, 
storage, outdoor power equipment, 
generators, welding supplies, shop 
equipment, hand tools and more. 
Harbor Freight’s hand tools come 
with a lifetime warranty.

The new Harbor Freight Tools 
store will be open seven days a 
week; Mondays through Saturdays 
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., and Sundays 
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

The family-owned company 
started in Southern California in 
1977, when 17-year-old Eric Smidt 
began transforming his father’s 
small phone sales business into a 
successful mail order company. 
That first year, Eric bypassed the 
resellers and cut deals directly with 
factories, realizing that if he could 
buy tools directly for less, he could 
pass the savings on to the customer.

The company opened its first 
store in 1980, and today Harbor 
Freight Tools has over 1,000 stores 
across the country, 20,000 em-
ployees and more than 40 million 
customers.

Harbor Freight Tools is one of the 
nation’s fastest growing retailers, 
opening two new stores every week.  

Still privately owned by Smidt 
and based in Calabasas, Calif., 
Harbor Freight Tools has remained 
true to its humble beginnings. The 
stores are clean but simple,

See HARBOR FREIGHT Page 3A

Results of the Texas 
constitutional amend-
ment election and the 
San Felipe Del Rio 
Consolidated Indepen-
dent School District 
bond election will be 
online today. Search 
for the print stories 
on Thursday’s paper.

STAFF REPORT
news

@delrionewsherald.com

U.S. Border Patrol 
agents assigned to the 
Brackettville Station 
apprehended a group 
of 15 individuals, 
discovering a handgun 
in one of the illegal 

aliens’ backpacks, U.S. 
Customs and Border 
Protection said.

“Illegal aliens pos-
sessing a weapon 
pose great risks to our 
agents and our commu-
nities,” Del Rio Sector 
Chief Patrol Agent Raul 
L. Ortiz said. “We have 
seen how dangerous 

encounters with armed 
individuals can be for 
agents. Thankfully, this 
incident did not become 
violent.”

On Nov. 1, agents 
encountered a group of 
six men, five women, 
and four juveniles, all

See HONDURAN Page 3A

Armed Honduran man arrested in Brackett

IMMIGRATION

BUSINESS

Harbor Freight 
Del Rio store
announces
grand opening

Courtesy photo
Melinda Menzer stands in shallow water on the nearest island by Playa Tlaloc on the Mexican 
side of Lake Amistad. Menzer swam a 10-mile round trip through the United States-Mexico 
border to bring awareness of the nearly 25.9 million refugees in the world today.

Courtesy photo
U.S. Border Patrol agents recovered a .22 cal-
iber revolver an Honduran man illegally in the 
country had in a backpack near Brackettville, on 
Nov. 1, according to U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection.

Photos by Atzimba Morales  
Online comedian Mario Aguilar performs his iconic character 
of the stereotypical Mexican mom during the “Celosa Yo? Ja-
mas!” show on Saturday night.
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A local airman is 
seeking assistance from 
the public to pay for 
his mother’s funeral 
services. Airman First 
Class James Ott, sta-
tioned at Laughlin Air 
Force Base, is currently 
dealing with the loss of 
his mother.

Ott’s mother passed 
away on Oct. 31 and he 
is currently planning 
for, providing financial 
assistance and per-
sonally preparing his 
mother’s funeral ser-
vices. Ott and is one of 
two next of kin family 
members.

Arrangements are 
being made for Ott to 
attend the services in 
San Angelo. 

An online fundraiser 
was created on Mon-
day, in order to help 
Ott with expenses. As 
of Tuesday afternoon, 
the fundraiser reached 
the halfway point with 
$2,850 as the end goal. 

People can contrib-
ute to the fundraiser 
via gofundme.com and 
type in Ott’s name in 
the search bar, or by 
clicking on a direct link 
featured in social me-
dia outlets from local 
organizations. 

Ott was reached 
out for commentary 
and by press time did 
not respond. Ott is 
assigned to Laugh-
lin Air Force Base 
as a security forces 
squadron member and 
serves on the Laughlin 
Air Force Base Honor 
Guard.

Fundraiser seeking
to help pay funeral 
expenses for airman’s 
mother
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Honor your veteran with a personal message

in our special Veterans Day page in the 

Sunday, Nov 10th edition of the News-Herald.

Submit a picture, by no later than Nov 7 
including their name, rank,

branch of service, years of service.

Drop off or email to 

classifieds@delrionewsherald.com.
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also a fundraiser for the 
Hebrew Immigrant Aid 
Society. 

The society is a Jew-
ish-American refugee 
agency and one of the 
most experienced orga-
nizations helping mi-
grants in the southern 
border, according to a 
press release. Currently 
Menzer has raised over 
$6,000 for the society.

The deaths of Os-
car Alberto Martinez 
Ramirez and his 
daughter Valeria, both 
asylum seekers from El 
Salvador who drowned 
in the Rio Grande in 
June, in the Rio Grande 
Valley, inspired Men-
zer, according to her 
team.

Menzer also visited 
the Val Verde Border 
Humanitarian Coali-
tion during her visit 

to Del Rio. 
“We really wanted to 

learn about what was 
happening in Del Rio. 
They are doing import-
ant work there, help-
ing people get to their 
sponsors throughout 
the country,” Menzer 
said.

Menzer and her team 
enjoyed meeting coali-
tion staff and dropped 
off some scarves, that 
were handmade by 
Menzer’s mother, for 
people coming through 
this winter. 

Menzer, herself, is a 
descendant of people 
who found refuge in the 
United States, accord-
ing to a press release.

Menzer is a professor 
of English at Furman 
University. People can 
find more updates at 
“Swim for HIAS” on 
social media or contrib-
ute to the fundraiser 
at tinyurl.com/Swim-
forHIAS.

COMEDIAN
From Page 1A

one person in the group that 
gets lost, and restroom eti-
quette. 

Aguilar’s mom character 
ranged from typical Mexi-
can mom sayings to a day at 

the supermarket. The crowd 
laughed at the reality of the 
jokes.

Before the show closed 
out, Aguilar asked the au-
dience if they were familiar 
with how parties were done 
in the late 1990s and early 
2000s. Aguilar performed 
dance music that was pop-

ular during that time and 
thanked the audience for a 
wonderful show. 

“I hope this isn’t the first or 
the last time I come,” Aguilar 
said. According to the come-
dian, attendees should keep 
an eye out for a future video 
in which they may make an 
appearance.

HARBOR 

FREIGHT
From Page 1A

designed to be welcom-
ing to a worker right 
off the job site and 
packed with deals and 
treasures so every visit 
discovers a new find 
– always at an unbeat-
able price.

The company’s policy 
is to remain true to its 
values of excellence 
and continuous im-
provement, working 
to improve the quality 
of its products and 
developing new lines of 
tools with the features, 

performance and dura-
bility of the best brands 
on the market – but at a 
fraction of the price of 
competitors. This year, 
the company will intro-
duce more than 600 new 
tools and accessories, 
the company said.

The store offers even 
deeper discounts with 
special coupon pricing. 
Customers can sign up 
to receive a monthly 
coupon book by mail 
with dozens of product 
coupons and additional 
discounts. Customers 
can also receive ad-
ditional discounts by 
email. To sign up, visit 
HarborFreightSignUp.
com.

HONDURAN
From Page 1A

of them were Honduran 
nationals, except for 
one woman whom was 
a Mexican national, 
and all of them were 
illegally in the U.S., 
near Brackettville, the 
agency said.

While searching the 
area, agents discovered 
a backpack, containing 
a .22-caliber revolver. 
The backpack was 
determined to belong to 
a 46-year-old Honduran 
man.

During processing, 
at the Brackettville 

Station, record checks 
revealed that the man 
had two previous de-
portations in 2006 and 
2007. He faces a charge 
of United States Title 8, 
Section 922 G-5 - illegal 
alien in possession of a 
firearm.

The Del Rio Border 
Patrol Sector is part of 
the Joint Task Force-
West South Texas Cor-
ridor, which leverages 
federal, state and local 
resources to combat 
transnational criminal 
organizations. To re-
port suspicious activity 
call the Del Rio Sector’s 
toll free number at 
1-866-511-8727.
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