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Good Afternoon. I am Bruce Williams, Mayor of the City of Takoma Park. Thank you for 

providing this opportunity to comment on the proposed changes to the Takoma Metro 
station. 

The Takoma Metro station is a primary gateway to our community. A large percentage 
of our residents use the station on a regular basis and Takoma Park homes on Eastern 

Avenue look directly at the station and the site of the proposed development. 

Maintaining easy access to the Takoma Metro station is critical to the City of Takoma 
Park. And, because of its location, so is ensuring that any development on the property 
is attractive and well-designed. 

Because the Takoma Metro is such a critical facility to residents and businesses 
throughout Takoma Park, the City of Takoma Park has monitored the development 
proposals at the site from the beginning and has consistently provided comments that 
are factual and constructive. City Council Resolution 2013-68 is attached to our 

testimony and represents our position on the proposal being considered today.  

Takoma Park was built around transit in the late 1800’s. Our community continues to 
strongly support transit and walkable communities. As noted in the Access Analysis 
provided by WMATA, 55% of the people entering the Takoma Metro station come by 

walking to the station and 29% come by bus, primarily Ride On bus. Many other transit 
riders come by bicycle or are dropped off at one of the two station entrances. 

In the final design for development of the Takoma Metro site, the access by pedestrians, 
bicyclists, handicapped patrons, and bus riders should be easy, safe, comfortable and  
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attractive and the transit facilities must be of an adequate capacity to accommodate the 
community’s transit needs for decades. 

The Access Analysis provides helpful data and recommendations concerning pedestrian, 
bicycle and bus access for the transit facilities. Special attention should be paid to the 
need for wide sidewalks where pedestrians want to walk, benches for those who may 
need to rest, convenient parking and drop-off areas for handicapped patrons, a good 
pathway for and connections to the Metropolitan Branch Trail, and sufficient bicycle 
parking. There should also be enough short-term parking spaces for transit users so that 

our residents can continue to find a space to park at the Metro station to go downtown 
for an appointment or fun outing during the day. 

Any development of the property should be compatible with the surrounding 
neighborhoods in Takoma Park, Maryland and Washington, D.C. Takoma Park City 

Councilmember Seth Grimes will present comments concerning development impacts 
on surrounding neighborhoods. Councilmember Grimes represents Ward 1 which is 
immediately adjacent to the Takoma Metro station. 

In general, Takoma Park is concerned with the massing and design of the proposed 

building along Eastern Avenue and with maintaining green parkland on the property. 
We are also concerned about traffic congestion on Eastern Avenue that the Traffic 
Analysis shows will worsen from Piney Branch Road to the Metro property and for which 
no recommendations for improvement were proposed.  

Redevelopment of the Takoma Metro station property will establish the image of 

Takoma, D.C. and Takoma Park, Maryland for decades. We want to see our gateway be 
designed and constructed to the highest standards. The whole area around the station 
should function smoothly as a transit hub. The building and site should be very 
attractive and meet LEED standards for environmental design. And the redevelopment 
should complement the surrounding neighborhoods. 

Because of the critical role of the Takoma Metro station in our community, we ask to be 
a partner in the design and design review process and we ask for the WMATA Board’s 
assistance in ensuring that partnership is a reality. 

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on the proposed changes for the Takoma 
Metro station. 

 


