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We see in Numbers 11 a picture of a leader who is desperate for God’s help. He 
prays fervently. He shows frustration. He asks for help, pleading with God. He even 
feels if he can’t do this, then maybe he should die. When we think of times when we 
have been desperate, we can relate to Moses. Moses is like us. We can learn from his 
example of heartfelt prayer to God, and how God cares for Moses and answers his 
prayer.

1. In this short passage, Moses asks God if he has displeased him, he says these 
people belong to God – they are God’s responsibility. Moses also shares that he can’t 
carry this burden and says if he can’t do it, maybe God should put him to death.  
How do you relate to Moses here and why?

2. We see here in Numbers 11 that Moses is very human and fragile. This is one of 
the great facets of the Bible – that God allows us in his word to see his people as real 
people with their flaws, their concerns, their failure, and their crying out to God.  It 
should encourage us to not be afraid of our own flaws but to confess to God our sin 
and confess where we need help.

3. Sometimes our prayers can be formal or repetitive. But Moses’ prayer here (and 
David’s prayers in the Psalms like Psalm 51 or 61) seem intimate and personal. Prayer 
is conversation between us and God. Knowing God personally, we can pour out our 
concerns to God and expect God to hear us and respond.

4. Moses leads the people across the sea, in battle and through the wilderness 
(always with God’s help).  He also gets angry and desperate and strikes the rock 
when he is only supposed to touch it (Numbers 20:10-13). We can learn from what 
works, but often we learn more from what doesn’t work and we often grow in times 
of conflict, failure, and struggle.

5. Moses share that the people who grumble and complain are too heavy for him.  
What is the burden you can share with your group?  Leaders may need to go first.  Be 
as transparent as you are able.

6. Moses cries out for help and God hears, answers the prayer and sends tangible 
help through 70 elders who have God’s Spirit on them. God answers prayer.  How 
has God sent you help in time of need?  What was that like?

7. The last 7 months encompasses the time of the pandemic from quarantining to 
re-opening. Moses saying, “Where will I find meat?” is his cry to God that he doesn’t 
know what to do.  Was there a particular way or time you felt “I don’t know what to 
do”? Share that and then share what happened after that time.
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Group Gathering Question:  
If you could do any job in the world (other than what you are doing right now) what 
would it be and why?

Read this week’s scripture and discuss:

1. Read Numbers 11:11-15.  With what part of this passage do you most relate and  
 why?

2. While Moses is one of the larger than life characters in the entire Bible, he  
 appears in Numbers 11 as very much human.  What makes him seem human?   
 Is it helpful to see the human side of Moses?

3. When Moses is struggling, he has a conversation with God – he prays.  Moses’s 
 prayers seem intimate, personal, even desperate. Are your prayers ever similar to  
 Moses’s?  Why or why not?  

4. It appears in the wilderness that Moses sometimes fails and sometimes succeeds.   
 Do you learn more from “success” or “failure”? Why is that?

5. What is one burden you are carrying that you would like to ask your Home Group  
 to help you carry?

6. God provides help with 70 elders receiving his Spirit when Moses asks for help in  
 Numbers 11:11-15. When did God send you help in a desperate time?

7. When, in the last seven months did you feel most like “I don’t know what to do?”   
 Was there a particular area/thing about which you most felt this? 

>  We pray for healing for Adrienne Bough, Ada Canal, Nancy Kossack, and Gloria  
 Conners.


