
Week 10 | 3.19.23                                 Scripture:
Seeing Jesus Anew                             Luke 8:4-21
Group Gathering Question: 
As we read the parable of the sower, what kind of luck do you 
have with growing things or gardening? Do you have a “green 
thumb?”
Read this week’s scripture and discuss:
1. In Jesus’ parable, with which soil do you identify? Is it possible 
that you are a mix of soils? Why or why not?
2. In verse 9, the disciples ask Jesus what the parable meant. Does 
their question give you some comfort? What kind of questions do 
you have about something Jesus said?
3. Many commentators suggest that this parable was told by 
three gospel writers (Matthew, Mark and Luke) because the 
church may have been struggling with how unfruitful much of 
their ministry was and needed to hear a word of encouragement. 
Do you find this parable beneficial, despite the fact that it can also 
seem dispiriting? 
4. If you were teaching about this parable to middle schoolers 
(middle school inquirers joined the church on Sunday) how might 
you relate it to their lives as middle schoolers?
5. In verses 16-17, what does the light of the lamp represent? Is 
your light dim or bright and shining? What is another way besides 
light that you might describe your faith right now?
6. Read verses 19-21 again. Are there ways in which you are closer 
to your church family than your family of origin? If yes, explain. 
Would your family understand or be hurt by that?

Here are a few opportunities to show love and serve others this spring:
Saturday, April 29 | 10 am-12 pm | ZPC Parking Lot | Habitat for Humanity Wall Build  
Come swing a hammer and help to build the walls which will become a house this 
summer. All ages are welcome, no need to register,  
just come. 
Saturday, May 13 | 2-5 pm | Zionsville Food Pantry  After the Post Office concludes their 
food drive, help sort and move food into the Food Pantry. Children age 6 and up are 
welcome. Contact: Angie Campbell [kdsrwrthit@yahoo.com]
Krysta Jordan is a new face you may have seen around ZPC. She is employed by Youth 
for Christ to facilitate relationship building between individuals at ZPC, Progressive Life 
Ministries, Str8Up, and other ministries in the Crooked Creek area. We would love for 
groups to invite Krysta in to meet her and to learn more about ways groups can plug in and 
serve in the upcoming months. Email Krysta [kjordan@ciyfc.org] to let her know you’re 
interested in having her come to your group. She will reach out to find a good day to visit.
This is the 10th (and final) week of our winter session.  We will take a two week break from 
home group questions and return again on April 9th. Jesus often used parables, short 
stories with a familiar object or situation, to make a point. The parable, like this one in Luke 
8, often forced the listeners to think and discover the meaning for themselves. We can still 
learn from Jesus’ parables today as we relate them to our own lives and our own problems. 
1. Jesus says the people on the path are the ones that the devil takes away the word from 
their hearts. Those on the rocky soil hear Jesus’ message with joy but have no roots. Others 
hear the message but it is choked out by life’s worries, riches and pleasures. Do you identify 
with one of these or possibly a mix of these distractions?
2. Even though the disciples are with Jesus almost all the time, they still don’t understand 
all that he teaches. It’s better to ask the question and get the answer than stay silent and 
be confused. We might ask questions about the sermon on the mount, his parables, the 
problem of pain or our own issues and problems such as family, kids, jobs, money and 
relationships. 
3. Since Jesus talked about four soils, ¾ of those who heard the gospel bore no fruit. 
Jesus understood that there would be many challenges in spreading the gospel. Instead 
of planting in careful rows as farmers do today, farmers in ancient times would simply 
spread the seed by throwing it in the fields by hand. In a similar way, Jesus spoke to large 
crowds knowing only some would accept his message. It may be encouraging to know that 
people rejected even Jesus and we are called to be faithful to share his word and his grace 
wherever we go.
4. Jesus related his message to examples the people could understand such as farming 
and or light and lamps. We might share this with middle schoolers by making the soils 
things that distract kids from God such as their phones, social media, sports, girlfriends and 
boyfriends and whatever else might get in the way of the message of Jesus.
5. In a way, we are the lamp and the light is Jesus shining through us. A small oil lamp in 
ancient times would have oil in it and a wick that would soak up the oil. The fire on the 
wick would create the light.  The light in us is the “fire” of Jesus and the Holy Spirit. Does the 
light in you feel dim or bright?  Other examples might be a clay pot which holds a treasure, 
or an ambassador who represents the King.  How do you describe your light or your faith?
6. Jesus doesn’t include his father in this statement. Perhaps Joseph had already died. 
Later in John 19:25-27, we see Jesus instruct John to care for his mother as he is dying. He 
does care for his family. His faith family is also his family - those who hear his teaching 
and obey it. Jesus offers his followers, including us, an intimate relationship with him.

4775 W 116th Street 
Zionsville, IN 46077 

317.873.6503 | zpc.org

HOME GROUP LEADER NOTESHOME GROUP QUESTIONS

We would love to pray for you and have you join us in praying for 
our church, community, and world. To submit a prayer request or 
to access our prayer calendar, please visit zpc.org/prayer.
 • Prayers of healing for Pamela Ackerman, Loretta Bowsher, Bob  
   Bankert, Steve Whipkey, and Brown Ziwawo.  
 • Prayers of comfort for Jody Puck in the death of her mother.
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