
Week 10 | 11.13.22               Scripture:
Seeing Jesus Anew                      Luke 4:31-44

Group Gathering Question: 
Jesus’ teaching is mentioned in Luke 4:32 and 4:36.  Who was your favorite 
teacher in school and why?
Lectio Divina: If your group chooses, practice Lectio Divina on this week’s 
passage instead of answering all the questions. Have 2 or 3 people read 
the passage aloud slowly, once each. Then, reflect on the passage quietly 
for 1 minute. Then discuss:   
I notice…What is something that stands out to you?
I wonder…What does this mean?
I hear…What is God saying to me in this passage?
Read this week’s scripture and discuss:
1. Jesus speaks with authority and power (verses 32 and 36). What do you  
 think it means that Jesus spoke with authority and power?
2. Some say this story is a clash of powers – Jesus who is full of the Holy  
 Spirit against people who were demon possessed. Do you think there  
 are spiritual forces like demons today? What does this clash tell us  
 about Jesus and our world?
3. Why do you think Jesus didn’t want the demons to tell others that he  
 was the messiah?
4. Look back at Luke 4:18-19 (Isaiah 61:1-2).  Is Jesus fulfilling this in  
 Luke 4:38-44?  How is he doing that?
5. In this week’s service we heard from individuals on video that serve at  
 ZPC; how are they fulfilling what is outlined in Luke 4:38-44? What are  
 some ways that you and your group could do this?
6. Luke 4:42 says Jesus went out to a solitary place. What pressures was  
 he facing just before that and just after that might cause him to retreat?  
 When do you feel the need to retreat? What do you do with time alone?

This week is the last week of our fall semester (the following week 
is Thanksgiving). We don’t expect Home Groups to meet over the 
holidays and our next semester begins January 8.  However, it might 
be fun for your group to have a “friendsgiving” or a Christmas or New 
Year’s gathering. Or you could ask your group to join in a service 
opportunity or attend a special Christmas event together at ZPC in 
December.  Also, please be prayerful about asking new members to 
join your group in January if you have space. Please contact us with 
any feedback or questions. Thanks for leading and participating in 
ZPC Home Groups!  Scott, Sally and Jerry
1. Jesus speaks with authority.  He speaks with confidence and 
charisma as he has experienced the father’s call to do ministry and 
he has come out of a time of solitude and temptation. It could mean 
that the listeners can sense his divinity – his sense of authority and 
power to teach truth and to cast out demons.
2. It was more common in Jesus’ day for there to be demons or for 
the idea of demons to be accepted.  We believe that God is at work 
today and there are supernatural forces and miracles.  Perhaps we 
see demons today when evil is around us and heinous crimes are 
committed. God is more powerful than Satan and Jesus has the 
power to heal physical and spiritual sickness.
3. It was not Jesus’ time yet.  Jesus did not want everyone to know 
that he was the Son of God. If that was widespread, he wouldn’t have 
the time with his disciples to teach them everything they needed to 
know. Jealous religious leaders might want to arrest him or even kill 
him sooner than they did, because he threatened their way of life. 
4. He is preaching good news; he is releasing the oppressed (from 
demons); he is proclaiming freedom for people who are sick and 
hurting (Peter’s mother-in-law); he is proving that he is fulfilling the 
prophecy of Isaiah.
5. We too can fulfill Isaiah 61 and Luke 4 to care for the poor and to 
help those who are oppressed or imprisoned – literally or figuratively. 
This can happen in children’s ministry, Great Banquet, serving inside 
ZPC or outside ZPC. The church has several ways for you to consider 
doing Jesus’ work – as an individual, family, or home group.
6. Jesus was facing the pressure to heal all kinds of sickness and 
to cast out demons. After his time alone, he faced the pressure of 
the call on his life to keep preach in synagogues around the region. 
We encourage you to replace some busyness at Thanksgiving and 
Christmas with being still, being present, and being silent with God. 
Find ways to draw close to Jesus.

HOME GROUP LEADER NOTES

We would love to pray for you and have you join us in praying for our 
church, community, and world. To submit a prayer request or to access 
our prayer calendar, please visit zpc.org/prayer.
• Prayers of healing for Bob Bankert, Mike Berry, Patrick and Jean  
  Kokoska, Betty Sue Laffoon, Mike Leslie, and Steve Whipkey. 
• We celebrate with Haley, Adam, and Liam Bechtel in the birth of  
  Adley Marie.
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