
Group Gathering Question:   
Have you ever traveled where you did not speak the 
language? Were you excited when you heard someone later 
speak in your own language?
Read this week’s scripture and discuss: 
1. Why did God wait until Pentecost, a Jewish festival  
	 (Deuteronomy	16:9-10,	firstfruits	of	the	wheat	harvest	7	 
 weeks after Passover), to give the Holy Spirit? What does  
 this list of people from different places hearing the  
 message in their own languages say about God?
2. How would you describe your experience with the Holy  
 Spirit? When are you most aware of the Spirit: in prayer,  
 studying scripture, with others like this Home Group,  
 singing, serving, other?
3. What are the elements that constituted the Jerusalem  
 church’s evangelism in Acts 2? What can we learn from  
 their experience? Is it like what we think of evangelism  
 today?
4. Would you have wanted to be part of the church in  
 Acts 2? What would it look like today for the church, or  
 Christians overall, to be “together” and have everything  
 “in common”?
5. The church in Acts 2:42 was “devoted to” (which can  
 also mean to “cling tenaciously to”) fellowship/being in  
 community together. What does that look like in our  
 lives today?
6. At worship on May 23, Jerry announced three summer  
 assignments to go “from unconscious busyness to  
 conscious habitation” (get the magnet for your fridge  
	 with	specifics!).	These	three	are:		June:	Walk;	July:	Write;	 
 and August: Invite. Of these three assignments that Jerry  
 gave you which one do you think will be easiest for you  
	 and	which	one	will	be	most	difficult?
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This week (week of May 23) concludes our spring Home Groups, as we head into Memorial Day 
and then summer. Although we won’t be asking you to formally meet or discuss Home Group 
questions,	we	encourage	you	to	get	creative	and	meet	socially	this	summer	with	a	campfire,	
cookout, picnic, or something fun. Also, get the magnet for summer and do these activities – 
June: Walk, July: Write, August: Invite. Save the dates of October 2 and 3 when ZPC will host 
Alan Fadling, author of An Unhurried Life. There will be a Home Group leaders’ training on 
a Sunday after worship in August, and we will begin new groups the week of September 12.   
Thanks	again	for	leading	and	we	hope	to	see	you	soon!	God	bless!	 
Jerry, Sally, and Scott
1. The coming of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost, 50 days after Jesus’ death (and resurrection) 
and 10 days after his ascension, was the birth of the church. 3,000 people believed and were 
baptized that day.  God may have chosen this date to send his Spirit because so many people 
from so many different places were in Jerusalem.  The good news of Jesus could spread rapidly 
to different people and places and wasn’t just for the Jews nearby but for all who would come 
and	believe!
2. Most of us feel more comfortable with talking about God the Father and God the Son, Jesus.  
The Holy Spirit is more strange to many of us.  Yet, we can experience God’s Spirit working in us 
and through us in any number of ways: scripture, prayer, in relationship, in service, in nature.
3.	 The	Acts	2	church	really	did	evangelism	first	by	Peter’s	sermon	and	second	by	making	a	
community that people wanted to join. Imagine if you were an outsider and saw people that 
really cared for each other, gave to the poor, shared their possessions with those in need, and 
had joyful and sincere hearts.  Sometimes we think of evangelism as handing out tracts and 
knocking on doors which might feel awkward or frightening.  Evangelism can be spreading 
God’s grace by words and our lives together.
4. For some reasons (the togetherness and joy) we may want to join that early church. For other 
reasons (it looked like a commune) we may have been scared of this new community. Today, 
we need Christians to join together in caring for the poor, helping the oppressed, and bringing 
healing to the world and we might share possessions through food, clothing and our tithes and 
offerings.
5. Fellowship and being in community probably means to share more deeply than we think.  It 
is more than worship on Sunday, more than talking in the Gathering Space or in the parking lot, 
more than corporate prayer requests. It means sharing meals, helping each other, sometimes 
even being “confessors” or caregivers or a listening ear or providing food or even more than 
that.		May	we	be	community	for	each	other!
6. June: Walk means to walk 4-5 days/week and just listen to the world around you. July: Write 
means to journal our thanks and where we see God each day. August: Invite means to invite 
a neighbor to eat with you at least 2-3 times this month. Inviting a neighbor might seem the 
most intimidating to some while journaling and or being quiet on walks might be easy or hard 
for	others!
Thanks	again	for	your	leadership!		See	you	around	this	summer!

Prayer Requests

• Prayers of comfort for Teresa Crockett in the passing of her  
  husband Terry. 
• Prayers of healing for Ada Canal, Ben Jones, and Carl Lutz.
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