
Please read this week’s scripture and discuss:
 1. Have you known anyone who can “talk” a great game but  
  can’t “play” a great game – someone who might sound  
  religious but who doesn’t live it? Knowing what that looks  
  like, what can we do to avoid that lifestyle?
 2. In looking at Matthew 7:21-23, John Stott says there is  
  danger in giving “merely a verbal profession” of faith. How  
  can our everyday choices and behavior speak for or against  
  following Jesus? Give examples.
 3. What does it mean “to know Jesus” (7:23)?  And what does it  
  mean when Jesus says, “I never knew you”?
 4. The crowds were amazed or astounded at Jesus’ teaching  
  (7:28-29). He taught with authority and confidence. What  
  do you think it means that Jesus taught with authority and  
  confidence?
 5. Is there an area in your life (e.g. nutrition, finances, a  
  particular discipline) that you know what you should do,  
  but have struggled with actually doing it?
 6. Who is the person in your life who has most brought the  
  Bible alive?
 7. What is one thing from scripture that you can practice this  
  week?
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The theme of this series is “Grace Dangerous.”  God’s grace comes first. Danger comes 
second. God cares for us and offers his free gifts of grace – forgiveness and salvation, 
abundant life and life eternal.  But if we choose God’s grace, if we choose to live the Jesus 
way, it means giving up other things (see the first disciples in Matthew 4 leaving their 
nets and father behind) and living for Jesus – which can be dangerous.  May we keep 
reading what Jesus taught and following him dangerously even this week.
1. Not everyone who says, “Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven. What does this 
mean for us?!?  Do we simply talk about God, or do we live for him? We often say our faith 
must be head and heart. We need to add that faith must include actions and choices. 
2. We are saved by grace, through faith, not by works. We ask our new members and 
youth inquirers to make a verbal profession of faith. But if we are truly full of faith in 
Jesus, our choices, our words, our lives, our behavior will look different. Have your group 
give examples.
3. To know Jesus is not just to know about him, or to know the Bible. It is to know him 
personally in relationship. This is not easy to do, but worth the effort. Jesus says I never 
knew you to those who did showy acts of faith (prophesy and miracles) but Jesus knows 
those who simply follow him with their lives and choices each day.
4. Important fact:  Matthew 7:28-29 ends Jesus’ most famous teaching, the Sermon on 
the Mount.  It is revolutionary teaching about how to pray humbly, to love your enemies, 
to be salt and light, and blessed are those who are poor in spirit or meek. The people are 
amazed and moved. Because of the reactions of the people, we see that Jesus taught 
with authority.  His teaching was not only amazing, but was fresh and exciting and as the 
Son of God and the Messiah, he taught with authority and confidence.
5. Finances, nutrition, exercise or a particular discipline are great examples of areas that 
are difficult to find continued success. It can be the same in our spiritual lives. May God 
give us grace to start over when we fail, and to keep going when it’s hard.
6. For Scott, it was his youth pastor, Murray Gossett. Murray could study and teach the 
Bible then find real ways to live it every day – with his family, his ministry, with others.  
The Bible was alive and important to him – it really mattered.  Who has been like that in 
your life?
7. What is that one thing? Suggestion: Skim over the Sermon on the Mount again 
(Matthew 5-7) and find one teaching that intrigues you and is calling to you to try. May 
God bless you in that!
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prayer requests

 • Prayers of comfort for the family of Bob Lockhart and for  
  Annie Dewey in the death of her mother.
 • Prayers for healing for Julianna Argentine and Wanda  
  Baker 
 • Prayers for ZPCers and friends dealing with Covid.
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