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Chapter 4 
11 Brothers and sisters, do not slander one another. Anyone who speaks against a brother or sister or judges them speaks 

against the law and judges it. When you judge the law, you are not keeping it, but sitting in judgment on it. 12 There is only 

one Lawgiver and Judge, the one who is able to save and destroy. But you—who are you to judge your neighbor? 
13 Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and 

make money.” 14 Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for 

a little while and then vanishes. 15 Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.” 16 As it 

is, you boast in your arrogant schemes. All such boasting is evil. 17 If anyone, then, knows the good they ought to do and 

doesn’t do it, it is sin for them. 

Chapter 5 

1 Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail because of the misery that is coming on you. 2 Your wealth has rotted, and 

moths have eaten your clothes. 3 Your gold and silver are corroded. Their corrosion will testify against you and eat your flesh 

like fire. You have hoarded wealth in the last days. 4 Look! The wages you failed to pay the workers who mowed your fields 

are crying out against you. The cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord Almighty. 5 You have lived on earth 

in luxury and self-indulgence. You have fattened yourselves in the day of slaughter. 6 You have condemned and murdered 

the innocent one, who was not opposing you. 

We hope you will enjoy spending more time thinking and talking about the topics that we hear 

on Sundays during the sermons.  Feel free to simply think about and discuss what you heard 

and were challenged by.  Or you may use these questions as a guide or to supplement your 

conversations. 

1. Why is it easier to talk about and slander someone rather than talking to the 

person if we truly think the person has done something wrong or needs to 

change? 

2. If our lives here on earth are simply a “mist that appears for a little while and 

then vanishes,” (verse 4:14) what implications can have for big decisions we 

make regarding careers, purchases, and family matter? 

3. What tools and methods do you use for discerning “the Lord’s will?” (verse 

4:15) 

4. You may not be a “hoarder” like are shown on tv shows, but what are some 

things that you highly value and cling to, possibly more than you should?  

5. What steps or actions can you take to ensure that you don’t place a higher pri-

ority of these stuff you have compared to God and the people he wants you to 

touch or minister to? 
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