
Step Goal: Walking with Jesus Daily 

The Pacesetter 

Luke 2:41  Now Jesus' parents went to Jerusalem every year for the feast of the Passover.  42 

When he was twelve years old, they went up according to custom. 43 But when the feast was over, as 

they were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, 44 but 

(because they assumed that he was in their group of travelers) they went a day's journey. Then they 

began to look for him among their relatives and acquaintances.  45 When they did not find him, they 

returned to Jerusalem to look for him. 46 After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting 

among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47 And all who heard Jesus were 

astonished at his understanding and his answers. 48 When his parents saw him, they were 

overwhelmed. His mother said to him, "Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I 

have been looking for you anxiously."  49 But he replied, "Why were you looking for me? Didn't you 

know that I must be in my Father's house?"  50 Yet his parents did not understand the remark he made 

to them. 51 Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. But his 

mother kept all these things in her heart. 52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature, and in favor 

with God and with people. 

1. Tom raised the question in his sermon: “Why did Luke include this story of 

Jesus in the Temple as a 12-year-old.”  How might the church or a preacher 

use this episode? Why do you think it is in the Bible? 

2. Have you ever been to a really big event? What did you feel? Did you want 

to stay or head home? 

3. If you were coaching actors in a movie about Jesus in the Temple. How 

would you coach them to act? Would the teachers be excited? Angry? 

Arrogant? Afraid? 

4. As a pacesetter, how would you coach the one playing Jesus to act? 

5. Tom proposed the possibility that Saul/Paul was there. How might Saul 

have felt? 

6. Do you think Saul/Paul held a grudge/resented the young country 

carpenter in the teaching circle? 

7. Why do you think Jesus could ask and answer questions in the teaching 

circle? 

8. As a twelve-year-old, how much of the future do you think Jesus could see? 

9.  How might you get the attention of others? 

10. Jesus set the pace for growth in what three areas?  Why are those 

important? 

11. How does one earn the right to speak? 


