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Responding with Grace in a Difficult Place 
 

Read the Handwriting on the Wall: Daniel 5:1-31 
March 3, 2013 

 
It is not for kings, O Lemuel-- not for kings to drink wine, not for rulers to crave beer, 5 

lest they drink and forget what the law decrees, and deprive all the oppressed of their 
rights. Proverbs 31:4-5 (NIV) 
 
 
Suddenly the fingers of a human hand appeared and wrote on the plaster of the wall, near 
the lampstand in the royal palace. The king watched the hand as it wrote. 6 His face 
turned pale and he was so frightened that his knees knocked together and his legs gave 
way. Daniel 5:5-6 (NIV) 
 
 
This is the inscription that was written: MENE, MENE, TEKEL, PARSIN Daniel 5:25 
(NIV) 
 
 
If you can read this writing and tell me what it means, you will be clothed in purple and 
have a gold chain placed around your neck, and you will be made the third highest ruler 
in the kingdom." 17 Then Daniel answered the king, "You may keep your gifts for 
yourself and give your rewards to someone else. Nevertheless, I will read the writing for 
the king and tell him what it means. Daniel 5:16-17 (NIV) 
 
 
"This is what these words mean: Mene: God has numbered the days of your reign and 
brought it to an end. 27 Tekel: You have been weighed on the scales and found wanting. 28 

Peres: Your kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and Persians." Daniel 5:26-28 
(NIV) 
 



2 
 

You Are Never Too Old to Make a Difference for God 
 
You Are Never Too Out of it to be Overlooked by God 
 
 So do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we 
wear?' 32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that 
you need them. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things 
will be given to you as well. 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow 
will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.  Matthew 6:31-14 
(NIV) 
 
You Are Never Too Smart to Learn from Lessons of the Past 
 
You Are Never Too Strong to Survive on Your Own 
 


