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Responding with Grace in a Difficult Place 
 

Coping with Unrealistic Demands 2: Daniel 2:12-45 
February 10, 2013 

 
When Arioch, the commander of the king's guard, had gone out to put to death the wise 
men of Babylon, Daniel spoke to him with wisdom and tact. 15 He asked the king's 
officer, "Why did the king issue such a harsh decree?" Arioch then explained the matter 
to Daniel. 16 At this, Daniel went in to the king and asked for time, so that he might 
interpret the dream for him. 17 Then Daniel returned to his house and explained the matter 
to his friends Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. 18 He urged them to plead for mercy from 
the God of heaven concerning this mystery, so that he and his friends might not be 
executed with the rest of the wise men of Babylon. 19 During the night the mystery was 
revealed to Daniel in a vision…Daniel 2:14-19 (NIV) 
 
 
Practical Wisdom Worth Repeating 
 
 
9Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their work: 10If one falls 
down, his friend can help him up. But pity the man who falls and has no one to help him 
up!  Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 (NIV) 
 
 
Then Daniel praised the God of heaven 20 and said: "Praise be to the name of God for 
ever and ever; wisdom and power are his. 21 He changes times and seasons; he sets up 
kings and deposes them. He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to the discerning. 
22 He reveals deep and hidden things; he knows what lies in darkness, and light dwells 
with him. 23 I thank and praise you, O God of my fathers: You have given me wisdom 
and power, you have made known to me what we asked of you, you have made known to 
us the dream of the king." Daniel 2:19-23 (NIV) 
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Arioch took Daniel to the king at once and said, "I have found a man among the exiles 
from Judah who can tell the king what his dream means." 26 The king asked Daniel (also 
called Belteshazzar), "Are you able to tell me what I saw in my dream and interpret it?" 27 

Daniel replied, "No wise man, enchanter, magician or diviner can explain to the king the 
mystery he has asked about, 28 but there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries. He has 
shown King Nebuchadnezzar what will happen in days to come. Daniel 2:25-28 (NIV) 
 
 
Prophetic Wisdom Worth Remembering 
 
"In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be 
destroyed, nor will it be left to another people. It will crush all those kingdoms and bring 
them to an end, but it will itself endure forever. 45 This is the meaning of the vision of the 
rock cut out of a mountain, but not by human hands--a rock that broke the iron, the 
bronze, the clay, the silver and the gold to pieces. "The great God has shown the king 
what will take place in the future. The dream is true and the interpretation is trustworthy." 
Daniel 2:44-45 (NIV) 
 
 
 


