
Untangling Christmas 
Week 4: Peace 
 
I hope over the last couple of weeks, you got to enjoy some time with family, maybe a little 
down time to watch some football or your favorite Christmas movies. I was talking to a buddy 
of mine during the Christmas Harps event a few weeks ago about his love for Christmas movies. 
He was talking about all of the ones they watch from the classics to the cheesy made-for-tv 
ones. He even threw out a couple I’d never heard of.  
 
I think, in a way, we’re kind of drawn to Christmas movies. There’s the tradition of them, but I 
think we also love them because of their happy endings. There’s always some kind of 
restoration of peace.  
 
After the Grinch stole Christmas, his heart grew and he gave it all back. Ralphie got his Red 
Ryder BB Gun after thinking there was no way his parents would allow it. Buddy the Elf finally 
found his family. Kevin McCallister reunites with his. John McClane defeats Hans Gruber and 
rides off with his wife.  
 
We love these Christmas stories, and, in their own way, each of them points to THE Christmas 
story. Each of them captures the message of Advent and shines a light on the love, hope, joy 
and peace that Jesus came to give. And, as we wrap up our Untangling Christmas series today, 
we’re looking at the final theme, which is Peace. If you have a Bible or a Bible app you like to 
use, turn with me to Isaiah 9.  
 
I read recently that the average adult in America loses 9 items a day. It might be their keys or 
wallet, or glasses (which, most found on their head), their phones. And, after the last month, 
and family gatherings, and even the year that was, it’s so easy for us to misplace the things 
we’ve looked at over the last few weeks. Things like love and hope and joy and even, peace.  
 
In fact, for a lot of people I know, the Christmas season is more a time to be endured and 
enjoyed. In a season that’s supposed to be marked by peace, many of us feel like we’ve lost it 
and would LOVE to find it again as we start this new year. Fortunately, Jesus has come. Again, 
the prophet Isaiah writes…(READ Is. 9:6) 
 
Now, that last title that Isaiah gives to the coming Messiah is a little ironic. If you think about it, 
peace never really followed Jesus around, did it? At least not in the ways we typically think 
about peace. I mean, Jesus’ mother was an unwed teenager whose fiancé almost left her when 
he found out the good news. And then, when she was 9 months pregnant, Mary hopped on a 
donkey and traveled across the countryside. Because of that, Jesus was essentially born in a 
barn. 



 
Then, his parents get word that Herod is going to kill all boys under the age of 2 because of him, 
so they rush off to Egypt. So, Jesus starts his life as an immigrant living in a foreign land that 
probably didn’t want them there. Not a lot of peace and Jesus is probably still in his diapers. 
 
Then you get to his teachings. Have you really studied the hard sayings of Jesus? Some of them 
leave you wondering where the peace is. And, if that weren’t enough, Jesus’ life on this earth 
ended with about as much peace with which it started. He was betrayed by a friend, 
abandoned by his closest followers, turned on by those who, just days earlier, had been singing 
his praises. To top it all off, he was falsely accused, put through a shambles of a trial, and was 
condemned to death on a cross.  
 
Add all of these things up and not many people would point to Jesus as the Prince of Peace 
when they look at his life.  
 
And it doesn’t get much better when you look at our world today. Things that just make us 
shake our heads. All of this has a way of making some of us wonder if Isaiah missed it with the 
whole…Prince of Peace…thing. There wasn’t much peace then and there certainly isn’t a whole 
lot of peace today. So, the question is, how is Jesus the Prince of Peace when we don’t see 
much peace in the world around us? 
 
A couple of weeks ago, we said goodbye to a special lady here at Sherwood Oaks. Scott and 
Mary Ann Muckerheide and her family have been a part of the church for close to 30 years and 
after a long, hard fought battle, Mary Ann succumbed to cancer on December 6th. What’s 
incredible is that, those who walked closest to Mary Ann in those final days said that, the closer 
she got to her death, the more at peace with it she was.  
 
And it’s because of her deep, rich, abiding faith. Mary Ann loved Jesus and she trusted and 
surrendered to him. She didn’t fear or fret over death because she knew the Lord was walking 
with her. And the peace that she found in Jesus brought so much peace and comfort to her 
family when she passed.  
 
I think Mary Ann learned something during that difficult time that can teach us about finding 
peace when we don’t see much of it around us. Peace is not the absence of problems, but the 
presence of Jesus. In fact, I think peace is best seen when it stands in contrast to chaos, just like 
light is best seen in darkness. The presence of Jesus can bring us peace no matter what difficult 
path we’re on. He steps into the conflict and chaos and uncertainty with us as our Prince of 
Peace.  
 
And, in the “now and not-yet” Kingdom of Jesus that we talked about last week, Jesus brings us 
peace now and will fully and finally bring it at his second coming. In the here and now, Jesus 
brings us peace in a couple of ways. First, he brings us peace with God.  
 
Later on in the book is Isaiah, the prophet, speaking about Jesus, says in chapter 53:5…(READ) 



 
You see, Scripture teaches that, because of our sin, we are separated from God. It says that 
we’re actually enemies of God’s. The Apostle Paul tells us in Romans 6:23 that the wages of our 
sin, the payment that our sin deserves, is death.  
 
BUT! Because Jesus bore our sin on the cross and took the punishment that we deserved, there 
is now peace with God available to anyone who puts their faith in Jesus’ death, burial, and 
resurrection, turns from their old way of life, and starts following Him. Jesus closes the gap that 
our sin creates between us and God. He allowed himself to be wounded so that we could be 
healed. He bore the punishment of our sin so that we could be at peace with God.  
 
As our Prince of Peace, Jesus also brings us peace within. This is the peace that Mary Ann had 
and it’s the peace I think we all desire. It’s that quiet confidence that, no matter what we go 
through, we’re not alone. Jesus walks through it with us.  
 
And, he assures us of this. In John 16, Jesus is talking about the grief and hardships we will face 
as we follow Him. But then, in verse 33 he says…(READ Jn. 16:33) 
 
And because Jesus has overcome, we can find peace forever. The promise of Revelation 21 is 
that Jesus will wipe away ever tear and there will be no more mourning or crying or suffering or 
pain. He will return once and for all to redeem, restore, and renew all things. Until then, we can 
walk through this life knowing that, as our Prince of Peace, Jesus has brought us peace with 
God, peace within, and will one day secure our peace forever.  
 
How do we find that peace? It’s only in Jesus. Life gets tangled up in so many things. We 
become forgetful and lose sight of the love, joy, hope, and peace he brought us. But, it all 
comes back to Him.  
 
As we start this new year, where do you need the Prince of Peace to step into your life? Do you 
need him to bring you peace with God as you invite him to be your Lord and Savior and start 
following Him? 
 
Is there a place in your life where you need the peace of Jesus to rule within you? 
 
Or do you just need a reminder this morning that, whatever it is you’re walking through right 
now, it won’t always be this way. Jesus, your Prince of Peace, will one day usher you to your 
eternal home of peace.  
 
(Spend time in reflective prayer…) 


