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THE VERY BEGINNING 
Connecting you Domain Name to Your Hosting Account, 
Installing WordPress and Creating an Email Address 

 

BEFORE YOU BEGIN: 
 Register your Domain – Namecheap is my top recommended option, but any registrar should work in 

more or less the same way. 

 Purchase a Hosting Plan – Hostgator is my top recommended option, but most hosts work very 

similarly.  

Each of these companies will give you access to a dashboard where you will configure the settings to get your 

domain up and running on your hosting account. 

1. Log in to your Domain Registrar (where you purchased your domain, Namecheap or other) 

2. Log in to your CPanel (This is the Control Panel for your hosting account. Details on how to access 

will be in the confirmation email the hosting company sent you after you signed up.) 

The steps that you will follow to complete this configuration are as follows: 

1. Set your custom DNS 

2. Create an Addon Domain 

3. Create an Email Address 

4. Install Wordpress 

 

 
  
HOT TIP: You are going to need to decide on two different passwords for this setup, one for the addon 

domain, one for the email account. I like to prepare these in advance, and keep them handy in a notepad 

file so I can easily copy and paste them.  
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SETTING YOUR CUSTOM DNS: 
 

1. Navigate to NameCheap.com (or your other domain registrar) and log in.  

2. Click on the domain that you want to set a custom DNS for. 

3. Scroll down to “Nameservers” and select “Custom DNS.” 

 

4. In the Personal DNS server section select “Add Nameserver” 

 

5. Navigate to Hostgator.com and scroll down until you can see your account information in the left  

hand sidebar. 

 

6. Copy the first DNS into the Nameserver 1 slot in the custom DNS section of your domain on 

Namecheap.com or your other registrar. 

7. Copy the second DNS into the Nameserver 2 slot in the custom DNS section of your domain. 

8. Click the checkmark.  

9. Wait a few hours or a day for the domain to propagate, then move on to the next step.  

 
 

Nameserver 1 

Nameserver 2 
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CREATING AN ADDON DOMAIN 
 

1. Navigate to your control panel dashboard 

2. Scroll down until you se the domains section 

3. Click: “addon domains” 

 

4. Add the name of your domain to “New Domain Name”  

 

5. Enter your domain (format: yourdomain.com) into the “New Domain” box. 

6. Enter your password in the “Password” box and repeat it in the “Password (Again)” box. 

7. Click Add Domain 

8. Click the “Home” Icon to get back into your main Control Panel. 

 
 

 

“Subdomain or FTP 

username” and 

“Document root”  

will populate 

automatically! 
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CREATING AN EMAIL ADDRESS 
 

1. From your main control panel dashboard, scroll down and click on “Email Accounts” 

 

2. In the “Email” box, enter the name or word you would like to appear before the @ symbol of your 

email address.

 

3. From the dropdown menu select the domain you are creating the email address for. 

4. Enter a password in the “password” box, and repeat it in the “Confirm Password” box. 

5. Select “Unlimited” 

6. Click “Create Account” 

7. Send a test email to your new email address. 

8. Access your email through the cpanel by clicking on “Webmail” in the email section. (See first picture 

on this page – it is located right next to “Email Accounts” 

9. Select any one of the three options to access your email inbox. 
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INSTALLING WORDPRESS 
 

1. From your main Control Panel, scroll down to “Software ad Services” 

2. Click on QuickInstall. 

3. In the top menu, on the right hand side, click “Wordpress.”

 

4. Click “Install Wordpress” 
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5. Choose your domain from the drop down menu (first option) Leave “Install/path/here” blank.

 

6. Choose the email you want to be your administration email (where wordpress will email you with 

updates) 

7. Add your blog title in the “Blog Title” box – this can be changed later.  

8. Under “Admin User” add your name, or whatever name you want to use as your login username. It 

can be your name or “admin” or anything else you can think of! 

9. First and last names, then click “Install Wordpress” 

10. Click the “X” t the top right hand corner of the popup, if it appears. 

11. This is the notification you will get for a successful installation (takes less than 1 minute):
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12. Click the small downward pointing triangle next to “View Credentials” to see your personal login 

information. Copy this information to a safe place.

 

13. Click the  link that ends with /wp-admin to log into your new wordpress installation using your login 

credentials. 

 

Congratulations! You have now successfully connected your domain registrar to you hosting account, 

created an email address and installed WordPress! You are ready to build your site and grow your 

business. 
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