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About this Grant Program 
This grant program is designed for the construction or expansion of facilities that are owned and 
operated by non-profit caregiving organizations providing childcare, out-of-school-time care, 
and early childhood education. 

Priorities under this funding category include: 
• Expanding the availability of childcare, early learning opportunities, and out-of- 

school time care. 
• Addressing educational disparities among the City’s lower income and disadvantaged 

populations and the social determinants of health. 
• Supporting parents and guardians’ ability to acquire and maintain employment by 

increasing access to quality care at times when its needed most 
• Limiting the spread of COVID19 in group settings, including improvements that 

improve indoor air quality. 
 

This funding is being supported, in whole or in part, by federal award number SLFRP1067 
awarded to the City of New Bedford (City) by the U.S. Department of the Treasury (Treasury). 

 
This funding opportunity is made possible by the federal American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA), 
which spreads $350 billion in emergency funding among eligible state, local, territorial, and 
Tribal governments to respond to the COVID-19 emergency. These funds “provide eligible 
state, local, territorial, and Tribal governments with a substantial infusion of resources to meet 
pandemic response needs and rebuild a stronger and more equitable economy as the country 
recovers.” As such, the City is bound by the spending limitations and reporting requirements set 
by the the Treasury on the use of Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds. 

 
Since ARPA represents a one-time infusion of federal funds, this grant program will be steered 
toward one-time items, rather than on the creation of new programs or the expansion of existing 
services. Furthermore, requests for funding to cover general operating expenses will not be 
considered. 

 
The City is seeking responses from qualified non-profit organizations (Applicants) to apply for 
this funding. The maximum amount that organizations may request is $1,500,000 ($1.5 million). 
This funding opportunity requires a one-to-one match, meaning that applicants must pay for at 
least 50% of all associated costs using other funds. 



 

Instructions for Submission of Responses 
This Request for Response (RFR) is available online at the City website under ARPA page at 
https://www.newbedford-ma.gov/arpa/. 

All responses are to be submitted electronically to ARPA@newbedford-ma.gov with “RFR 
#22130116 Grant Opportunity for the Childcare and Out of School Care Facilities Expansion” in 
the subject line. 

Questions pertaining to this RFR are to be emailed to ARPA@newbedford-ma.gov. Responses to 
all questions will be in the written form and emailed to all Applicants having given notice of 
obtaining the RFR by emailing ARPA@newbedford-ma.gov. 

 
Disbursement Schedule 
By default, the City will disburse funds on a reimbursement basis. For reimbursement to occur, a 
representative of the City will inspect the completed improvement and release payment upon 
approval of work completion. The applicant may elect instead to receive payment in two 
installments: the first installment upon submission of an invoice from qualified contractors and a 
second payment upon completion of all proposed improvements. Before the first payment, a 
representative of the City will inspect the property to ensure that the work has commenced and 
then authorize release of the final installment upon approval of work completed. 

 
Eligibility Requirements for this Grant 
Applicants must meet ALL following requirements to be considered for this grant opportunity. 

• Applicant must be a non-profit organization 
• Care/educational facility must be located in New Bedford, MA. 
• Proposed project must be for capital projects, which includes fixed, one-time expenses, such 

as incurred on the purchase of land/buildings, construction, and equipment. 
• Applicant must have an identified source of matching funds. Matching funds may be acquired 

after submission of this application, but the disbursement of ARPA funds will be contingent 
on documentation of having received matching funds. 

• Total project cost must be at least $500,000, nonexclusive of elements paid for using 
matching funds. This means that there is a minimum grant award of $250,000. 

• Applicants are required to have a Project Coordinator who is able to coordinate and oversee 
all project activities and report to the City. 

• All proposed building and expansion projects must comply with City building and zoning 
standards. 

• Construction must be undertaken by contractors who are licensed and insured to perform 
work in Massachusetts. Hiring of contractors will be the responsibility of the Applicants. 

• Projects must be fully permitted and ready to proceed. 
• Projects must demonstrate a need for ARPA funds for the project to proceed. APRA funds 

cannot be a substitute for existing funding secured. 
• Applicant must own the property where the proposed project will be located or be engaged in 

a long-term lease and have the permission of the property owner. 

https://www.newbedford-ma.gov/arpa/
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Project Design Requirements 
Attention should be given to the quality of the architecture, site layout, and landscape. 

Architecture: 

• The building design should be compatible with the scale, massing, materials, colors, and 
character of the location. 

• Building height, roof lines and rhythm of openings should align with adjacent buildings. 

Site Layout: 

• Buildings should maintain a relationship to the street or property line or provide a continuity of 
the street wall. 

• Off-street parking and loading docks should be located away from the primary street and screened 
and de-emphasized with landscaping if possible. 

• Signage and lighting should be at pedestrian scale. 
• Trash receptacles and mechanical systems should be screened. 

Landscaping: 

• Well-designed urban Landscaping should enhance the site and improve site permeability by 
reducing stormwater runoff with the use of native species, requiring minimal irrigation, 
fertilization, and maintenance. 

 

Evaluation Criteria 
Applications will be evaluated by the City against the factors specified in the following evaluation 
criteria: 

• Project readiness. 
• Increase in the number of children and youth who can access childcare and out-of-school time 

care due to this project. 
• Demographics of population served. 
• Adaptation measures meant to limit the spread of COVID such as air ventilation and purification 

and use of outdoor spaces. 
• How the proposed project contributes to parents’ and guardians’ ability to acquire and maintain 

employment (number of days and hours served). 
• How project addresses educational disparities among the city’s lower income and disadvantaged 

populations and the social determinants of health. 
• Environmental considerations (e.g. energy efficiency improvements, building electrification, use 

of low-carbon and durable building materials, and stormwater management). 
• Quality of the proposed architectural, landscape, and site design 
• Amount of matching funds dedicated to this project. 
• Track record of organization and organizational leadership. 



 
Response Outline 
To simplify the review process and obtain the maximum degree of comparability, the responses 
should include the following sections and be organized in the manner specified below. 

 
Section 1 – Profile of the Organization 

• Provide a brief summary of the organization, including the primary industry, mission of 
your organization, the number of employees, founding of the organization, current office 
locations, breadth of organization’s qualifications. 

• Provide a statement and evidence as to whether the organization is in compliance with the 
non-profit registration and permit requirements to provide childcare and out-of-school 
programs. 

• Provide your experience of the organization and organizational leadership in providing 
childcare and educational services. 

• Provide the long-term plans and goals for your organization. 
• Provide the near-team and long-term needs that must be met for your organization to 

meet those goals. 
• Provide the project coordinator for your organization, including the name, phone number 

and email address. 
• Provide expenditure tracking and record maintenance methods of your organization 

 
Section 2 – Provided Programs 

 
• Provide a brief summary of all the programs that your organization currently provides 

and intends to provide, including the fee schedule and the days and hours of operation 
• Provide capacity information – How many children were enrolled in your programs on 

the first of the month by age? How many classrooms do you have open right now? How 
much will the proposed project increase the number of classrooms and number of 
children able to be served? 

• Identify any financial programs that help families to pay for care. 

Section 3 – Proposed Project 
 

• Proposed project narrative including a description and goals of the proposed project 
• Location of the proposed project 
• Project Readiness – Has any design drawing been established? If yes, provide the name 

and the address of the designer/architect as well as any design renderings. Have any 
permits been applied? If yes, provide a copy of the permit. Has a contractor been 
selected? If yes, provide the name and the address of the contractor. 

• Identify total project cost including a clear breakdown of proposed use of the funding as 
well as additional financing planned for the project. Identify sources of funds and when 
each is expected to be available. 



• Please provide documentation to demonstrate either your organization is the lawful
owner of the property, or your organization is a tenant under a long-term lease. If the
property is not owned by the applicant, please provide written authorization from the
owner of the premises to proceed with the proposed project.

Compliance with Applicable Law and Regulations 
To receive this grant, Applicants agree to use this grant only for the categories and purposes 
indicated on the final approval application letter. Your organization can not move funds between 
categories without prior approval from the City. Applicants also understand that it is your 
responsibility to maintain records and other documentation to support the use of grants. 

The Applicants shall comply with all applicable federal and state laws, regulations, and city 
ordinances, including, where applicable, adherence to State procurement requirements and 
procedures. Applicants also agrees to comply with the following laws and regulations: 

• All real estate taxes payment must be paid up-to-date on the subject property regardless
of whether or not your organization is the owner of the real estate that will benefit from
the grant.

• Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, as amended (42 U.S.C. §§ 12101
et seq.), which prohibits discrimination on the basis of disability under programs,
activities, and services provided or made available by state and local governments or
instrumentalities or agencies thereto.

• Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. §§ 2000d et seq.) and Treasury’s
implementing regulations at 31 C.F.R. Part 22, which prohibit discrimination on the basis
of race, color, or national origin under programs or activities receiving federal financial
assistance.

Conflicts of Interest  
The selected Applicants shall maintain a conflict-of-interest policy consistent with 2 CFR 
200.318(c), which is applicable to all activities funded with Project funds. Decisions concerning 
the Project must be free of undisclosed personal or organizational conflicts of interest, both in fact 
and in appearance. The selected Applicants may avoid conflicts of interest in awarding aid to 
impacted industries by, inter alia, making aid available to businesses in the industry on generally 
applicable terms or utilizing a competitive grant process. The selected Applicants may not use 
control over Project funds for their own private gain. Furthermore, no employee, officer, or agent 
of the selected Applicants may participate in the selection, award, or administration of this 
Agreement if he or she has a real or apparent conflict of interest. These conflict-of-interest 
requirements are applicable to each activity funded under the agreement. The selected Applicants 
must disclose in writing to the City any potential conflict of interest affecting the awarded funds, 
in accordance with 2 CFR 200.112. 
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