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INTRODUCTION
The goal of this Circulation and Drainage Master Plan for New Bedford’s 

Brooklawn Park is to improve the vehicular and pedestrian circulation, make 

recommendations for the site’s poor drainage, and provide maintenance guidelines 

to shape the Park’s development over the next decade. Working with the City’s 

Parks Recreation & Beaches and Planning Departments, respectively, as well 

as the Friends of Brooklawn Park, our collaborative process included historic 

research, site assessment, and public input to better provide recommendations for 

pedestrian and vehicular circulation. Through the process, we discovered that the 

plan could only benefit from accentuating the positive aspects of the site’s natural 

features and hydrology.

Brooklawn Park is located in the north end of New Bedford in a dense urban 

area. Bordered by Brooklawn Avenue to the north, Irvington Street to the south, 

Acushnet Avenue to the east, and Ashley Boulevard to the west, the eighty-two-

acre Park provides a diverse range of recreational opportunities for citizens of New 

Bedford. The presence of both active and passive recreation makes this a highly 

visited open space in the City.

The Park is situated on land formerly owned by Daniel Ricketson, a 19th-century 

lawyer, philanthropist, poet, author, benefactor, and abolitionist. Ricketson drained 

a tidal swamp to create his estate. The land was characterized by multiple brooks 

running through vast meadows; hence the estate was named “Brook Lawn.” Henry 

David Thoreau and Ralph Waldo Emerson were among Ricketson’s friends who 

visited his twelve-by-fourteen-foot writing shanty, whose foundation remains in 

the Park. The house, located near the present playground, was demolished in the 

1970s and the foundation was presumably paved over.

 I IntroductIon
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EXISTING CONDITIONS
Soils
The soils at Brooklawn Park continue to reinforce its character and development. 

The soil along the eastern portion is Udorthents, which may be described as areas 

of disturbed soils where the upper soil has been removed, filled in, or graded. 

These soils are moderately gravelly and sandy despite the high water table. The 

soils on the western, forested side of the site are comprised of Ridgebury fine 

sandy loam and Paxton fine sandy loam, both of which are somewhat poorly 

drained.

Topography
The Park generally slopes from west to east, with some rock knolls along the 

sloping southeastern corner of the Park, off Acushnet. The highest point of the 

land is located at the corner of Ashby and Irvington Streets, at elevation 148 feet, 

and the lowest at the former wading pool (now parking lot) near Acushnet Avenue, 

at elevation 92 feet. This represents an approximate 56-foot-change in elevation. 

The recreational fields are gently graded, appropriate for their use. The slopes 

surrounding the parking at the former wading pool appear engineered, visually 

incongruous in a Park experience.

Vegetation
The western quarter of the site is wooded with mature trees (including Oaks, 

Maples and Pines), typical wetland vegetation, and lawns in the vicinity of Ashley 

Boulevard. Although the woodland lacks biodiversity, it is generally free of 

invasives (with the exception of Phragmites, observed near the corner of Ashley 

and Brooklawn). The rest of the Park is more open, with expansive turf fields and 

mature trees. Some mature trees show decay from the site’s excess moisture and 

should be replaced with appropriate species at some point. (Success of the mature 

woody canopy will depend on the ability of trees to handle the wet soil and adapt 

to climate change.) The lush vegetation of the wet meadow provides habitat for a 

variety of fauna.

 I ExIstIng condItIons
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The diverse beauty within 
Brooklawn Park extends 
from the forest and wet 
meadows to the open 
waterways and the 
recreational fields and 
Duck Pond. Improving 
access to all areas of the 
park is a central concept to 
this master plan.
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 I ExIstIng condItIons

Drainage and Hydrology
A former natural wetland, the Park is still an important hydrology system within 

the Acushnet River/Buzzards Bay watershed. The wet character of the site is 

evident from the frequent flooding of fields and paths during storms. Surface and 

subsurface drain pipes all carry water to Duck Pond which can overflow onto 

Acushnet Avenue during peak storm events. Existing stone-lined channels may be 

beautiful remnants of days past, but their paved basins speed runoff, contributing 

to erosion obvious throughout the site. A high water table is evident in lawns that 

are often wet, spongy, and otherwise show signs of poor drainage. A centrally 

located, manmade wet meadow in the Park was designed to provide some runoff 

relief, but more needs to be done to improve drainage.

City maps indicate a system of gray infrastructure stormwater pipes in the Park, 

including the recent installation of underdrainage at the soccer field. The visible 

erosion and sedimentation indicate that these subsurface pipes and basin require 

cleaning to remove debris, sediment, and tree roots to drain properly and improve 

runoff outcomes. The Duck Pond also needs upgrades to improve drainage 

capacity and deter overflows during major storms.
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Recreation
Active RecReAtion

The active recreational facilities are located in the eastern portion of the site 

and feature (8) baseball fields (3 leagues have license agreements, and are used 

primarily by the Whaling League), (3) tennis courts, (2) basketball courts, a 

playground, skateboard park, soccer field, splash pad, outdoor exercise equipment, 

and wall ball.

The baseball fields are heavily used during the summer and are maintained by 

the leagues. During storm events, water channelizes and erodes the stone dust 

infields, surfaces that then require additional maintenance in the form of annual 

replenishment. Unlike the soccer field, the baseball fields are not equipped with 

underground drains. Due to their wet and poorly drained soils, these fields would 

benefit from replacement of the stone dust infields with turf and installation of 

underdrainage.

PAssive RecReAtion

A range of natural features in the Park offer passive recreational opportunities 

including: woodlands with nature trails, a wet meadow, a duck pond and a shaded 

knoll at Acushnet Avenue. However, these special elements are not clearly 

connected to the rest of the Park through a path network. In addition, the Park 

lacks a consistent suite of furnishings, such as benches, picnic tables, and trash 

receptacles to serve visitors and enhance their enjoyment of its natural features.

Structures
Park buildings include a Community Center, DPI maintenance building, (2) 

concession stands, (6) equipment storage buildings, and a one-story former art 

center being re-purposed as the Ricketson Nature Center. Many of the structures 

lack functional appurtenances, such as gutters and downspouts connected to a 

drainage system, a condition adding to stormwater runoff.

Pedestrian Circulation
Pedestrian circulation throughout the Park is ad hoc; pathways range in materials 

and condition, terminate abruptly, and do not offer a complete circuit. The Park also 

lacks pedestrian connectivity between the eastern, more active portion of the Park 

and the western woodland. Some paths are paved and too wide, others are heaving 

or are not accessible. The majority of pedestrian paths are paved with impervious 

materials, such as concrete or asphalt, which contribute to stormwater runoff. The 

current lack of safe road crossings makes safety a concern for pedestrians.
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The pedestrian entrance at Acushnet Avenue, formerly a driveway, is excessively 

wide and secured with concrete bollards to deter automobiles. This entrance once 

featured an ornamental metal structure, which in times past gave the Park a sense 

of arrival and welcome, an emblematic identity.

At the western edge of the Park and accessed from Ashley Boulevard is a 

pedestrian path that connects the Park to Irvington Street to the south. Formerly 

a road blocked by bollards, this overly wide path could be narrowed to reduce 

stormwater runoff. The steep, bituminous concrete path to Duck Pond from the 

central parking lot does not meet ADA guidelines and the pathway around the 

pond is eroding and washing out below the pavement.

Vehicular Circulation
Existing vehicular circulation in and around the Park lacks clear and safe entrances, 

presents convoluted traffic patterns, and lacks logical routes and wayfinding signs. 

Most roads within the Park are made of asphalt, which are in poor condition and 

lack curbs to help control stormwater runoff. In addition, without adequate curbing, 

the antiquated catch basins on the main entrance drive are ineffective, resulting in 

overflow and erosion of road shoulders in numerous locations.

The roads at the periphery of the Park do not function well during peak summer 

traffic. While Acushnet Avenue is a busy two-way street, one-way Brooklawn 

Avenue exacerbates the problem of visitors parking in adjacent residential 

neighborhoods when they cannot find designated spaces within the Park.

entRAnces

The existing vehicular entrances into the Park are located along Acushnet Avenue and 

Irvington Street. Both entrances lack clear signage and a reassuring sense of arrival.

The main entry, which provides access to the Community Center, playground, 

tennis courts, and sports fields is located on Acushnet Avenue, where two separate 

curb cuts present a confusing combination of directional choices. This entrance 

lacks clear directional signage and safe pedestrian crossings, and can create a 

bottleneck during peak usage. Further complicating traffic flow, the entrance into 

the Park splits, with one direction providing access to the Community Center, 

tennis courts and playground. This road terminates at the tennis courts and a 

small parking lot, and also provides access to a larger parking area (on the site of 

a former concrete-lined wading pool). Improving this major point of entry would 

benefit vehicular access to and use of the Park.

Irvington Court provides another two-way entrance into the DPI yard, and then 

transitions to a one-way road exiting onto Irvington Street. The proximity to the DPI 

yard gives this entrance a direct view into the maintenance yard for park visitors. 

 I ExIstIng condItIons
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RoAds

The Acushnet Avenue entrance road terminates at a parking lot at the top of the hill 

adjacent to the tennis courts where the former Ricketson house stood. This asphalt 

drive lacks curbing to protect the road edge and direct stormwater to drains.

The City plans to remove a turnaround at the Community Center in order to help 

improve vehicular circulation.

Irvington Court is presently lined with boulders to prevent cars from driving onto 

the lawn. The road is too wide in its one-way section, and can be narrowed to 

reduce impervious pavement and runoff.

PARking

The Park features both formal and informal parking areas. Formal parking tends 

to be striped spaces on paving, and for the most part, informal parking on gravel 

characterizes areas that serve the sports leagues. There are about 268 standard 

formal parking spaces and 8 accessible spaces dedicated for visitors. We estimate a 

total of 45 informal parking -spaces within the Park.

Formal parking spaces are located within the former wading pond lot, along 

Brooklawn Avenue, and near the future Nature Center. There is informal parking 

to the north at the edge of the woodland and baseball fields, and to the south off 

Irvington Court.

Although additional parking spaces would benefit the park’s active uses, for most 

of the year formal parking within the Park is adequate. During the summer baseball 

leagues, however, parking appears to be insufficient; visitors tend to use informal 

parking closer to activities rather than using the closest formal lot. Accessed from 

the main entrance at Acushnet Avenue, this unusual parking area (a former wading 

pool) behind the Community Center is located in a sunken area, which is hard to 

find, underutilized, and inaccessible from the Park’s central and popular spots. 

From this lot, visitors must access the heart of the Park via a concrete stair, which 

ascends 10 to 12 feet and—despite its steep and abrupt grade change—does not 

connect to any paved paths. Nearby, at the end of the Acushnet Avenue entrance 

road, a few spaces are dedicated for the Community Center, tennis courts, and 

playground.

There are 124 angle parking spaces located along Brooklawn Street. The spaces 

are oversized and lack ample pedestrian connections to the Park; despite the 

excessive pavement in this area, there is no public sidewalk. Increased seasonal 

parking needs and the one-way nature of both Brooklawn Avenue and Irvington 

Street combine to move overflow parking into residential neighborhoods. Paved 

angled parking along Irvington Court (located in front of the future Nature Center) 

appears adequate.
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The informal parking is concentrated in two locations during peak baseball 

season. A gravel lot along Brooklawn Avenue behind a concession stand is 

unkempt and disorganized; cars parking in this area contribute to soil compaction, 

compromising root systems of adjacent mature shade trees. Overflow parking 

also occurs at the baseball fields at Irvington Court in a gravel lot, and in a third 

location, a grassy spot near the exit to Irvington Street. Here, timber guardrails 

prevent cars from trespassing onto former bowling greens (behind the Nature 

Center location).

Cultural Resources
The Park features cultural relics from the Ricketson estate, including the 

foundation of the former writing shanty, which has served as a focus for 

interpreting the site. Although the house was demolished in the 1970s, its 

foundation is probably under one of the tennis court parking lots, but more study 

is required to confirm the location. Between the playground and Irvington Court, 

there is a War Memorial, clearly marked and reached by a paved path. These 

artifacts are important to the story of the Park, and should be stewarded and 

improved for the sake of public education.

 I ExIstIng condItIons

The Ricketson estate and 
writing shanty of Daniel 
Ricketson; a 19th-century 
lawyer, philanthropist, 
poet, author, benefactor, 
and abolitionist.  Henry 
David Thoreau and Ralph 
Waldo Emerson were 
among Ricketson’s friends 
who visited his writing 
shanty. 
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Green infrastructure lies 
at the heart of this master 
plan proposal. Shown 
here are example of green 
infrastructure envisioned 
for the park. Upper left is a 
wetland meadow and upper 
right is a bio swale. The bottom 
images show a boardwalk 
to the left and a constructed 
wetland to the right.
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 I rEcommEndatIons

RECOMMENDATIONS
Pedestrian Circulation
The Master Plan proposes a continuous pathway throughout the Park, a circuit 

designed to improve the current disconnected nature of the present system. 

Improved pedestrian connections to new and existing parking areas have been 

planned to be accessible, durable, and to reduce the amount of stormwater runoff. 

Visitors will be able to traverse the park from east to west while experiencing 

increased options for exercise routines and variation of routes. Plans to narrow 

overly wide paths and reduce impervious surfaces will help improve stormwater 

runoff issues. Pedestrian circulation will also be bolstered through improving 

safe access from parking lots and developing gently sloping paths that serve ADA 

guidelines.

Narrowing the ad hoc paths (formerly roads) originating from Acushnet Avenue 

and Ashley Boulevard will not only tailor them to pedestrian-only use, the reduced 

pavement will help reduce runoff.

Throughout the site, manmade wetlands have been designed to accommodate 

water during the wetter months, as well as storm events; we have proposed new 

paths and boardwalks to connect with these constructed ecologies, opportunities 

for more direct experiences with the natural habitat. And a proposed overlook in 

the wet meadow provides yet another vantage for visitors to pause and observe the 

Park landscape.

Just north of the new Nature Center, a proposed wooded picnic area provides a 

shaded place for families and small groups to gather after sporting events or on 

special occasions. While this Master Plan does not provide means and methods to 

improve the existing woodland trail network, access to the trails will be improved. 

A mown path within a new meadow at Ashley Boulevard and Brooklawn Avenue will 

connect and open with an area that has been inaccessible to visitors.

As part of improving pedestrian circulation, the sidewalk along Irvington Street 

should be replaced to better connect neighborhoods south of the Park. To this end, 

the Plan proposes a new, mown trail from the corner of Irvington and Ashley to the 

woodland path system.

Materials for any proposed and renovated paths should be evaluated for qualities 

as water permeability, accessibility, and maintenance requirements.
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Vehicular Circulation
entRAnces

The Master Plan envisions a single one-way point of vehicular entry at Acushnet 

Avenue that exits at Brooklawn Avenue. This new main entrance provides 

drivers clear, safe circulation and emergency access to the Community Center, 

playground, tennis courts, and sports fields. And converting this to a one-way drive 

reduces the need to introduce traffic signals at this intersection.

In addition, clearer directional and identification signage will promote a sense 

of arrival for visitors driving in from Acushnet Avenue. The secondary entrances 

from Irvington and Brooklawn Streets will be less formal, but should nevertheless 

present signage consi stent with the main entrance.

RoAds

Circulation on the peripheral roads around the Park with the goal of improving 

access and egress will require further study beyond this master plan. The 

goal of this proposed study, not addressed in this report, is to improve the 

vehicular circulation around the Park while preventing overflow parking in the 

neighborhoods.

To provide better access to the Community Center, playground courts and athletic 

fields, a new 12-foot-wide one-way drive is proposed off of Acushnet Avenue, just 

north of Duck Pond. Granite curbing will protect adjacent lawns from snowplow 

damage and direct runoff to roadside rain gardens, which will help address 

stormwater issues. The new drive off Acushnet will also feature a drop-off area at 

the Community Center, for vans and shuttles, to allow safer entry into the building. 

And, a new lot nearby will better accommodate cars at a more suitable elevation.

Narrowing the one-way section of Irvington Court will improve stormwater runoff 

while safely accommodating passenger cars and emergency vehicles. Introduced 

wetland gardens along the roadway are designed to capture and filter stormwater 

runoff from the paved surface. Due to its gentle slopes, curbing is not necessary 

along Irvington Court.

PARking

The Master Plan proposes improvements to the formal parking areas and 

elimination of the informal spaces related to the sports leagues.

Because the parking along Brooklawn Avenue is overly wide and inefficient, 

the Plan proposes an improved layout, to include a new and safer sidewalk for 

pedestrians, and introduction of rain gardens to accommodate and treat street 

runoff water.
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When the existing large parking lot at the former wading pond is filled and raised 

to a better elevation along the proposed roadway and Park access is improved, 

this lot should become easier to find—and use. Drainage will be improved by 

implementing green infrastructure strategies and devices, including rain gardens 

and tree-box filters.

Drainage and Hydrology
One of the Master Plan’s goals is to reduce stormwater runoff by 20 percent. This can 

be accomplished by reducing impervious paving, improving drainage, and creating 

green infrastructure, such as rain gardens, green roofs, and constructed wetlands.

New channels are proposed throughout Brooklawn Park to guide runoff to 

constructed wetlands. The stone paved floor of the existing stone channel that 

presently drains into Duck Pond should be replaced with a natural stone basin over 

gravel base. This will help slow the flow of water, thereby improving absorption 

into the ground and mitigating erosion to existing paving as well as the verges 

of Duck Pond. The Pond should be engineered to improve overflow and prevent 

erosion.

Although existing baseball infields are porous, they are easily eroded and carry 

sediment downstream. The Master Plan proposes replacing the infield mix with 

turf, which is more stable and naturally slows overland flow. New underdrainage 

installed below the turf will also assist in draining groundwater.

Vegetation 
Beautiful constructed wetlands will act as basins to retain and ecologically filter 

runoff before it infiltrates into the ground or overflows into the existing piped 

drainage infrastructure in the Park. New rain gardens positioned along roadways 

and structures will function in a similar manner. Green roofs will provide 

absorptive medium to lower stormwater runoff. Native vegetation should be 

planted along existing, man-made drainage channels to buffer their engineered 

appearance and slow stormwater runoff.

Cultural Resources
The Ricketson House site should become a focal point for visitors along the new 

entrance drive past the Community Center. A granite outline of the foundation and 

interpretive signage can describe the history of the house and its original owner, 

Daniel Ricketson. The writing shanty foundation should be stabilized. The existing 

War Memorial should be relocated to a more central location to be closer to other 

architectural elements and create a cultural core within the Park.

 I rEcommEndatIons
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Phasing the 
improvements allows 
the City to secure 
capital in increments, 
identifying the 
improvements of 
greatest priority to 
fund first.
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 I cost EstImatEs

BUDGET
The following are summary budget projections for the Circulation and Drainage 

Master Plan for Brooklawn Park. The Implementation of the Master Plan 

recommendations has been apportioned into eleven phases. This section includes 

itemized budgets for each phase. Please note that these budgets are schematic and 

are to be used for fund raising purposes only.

Summary of Phases
PhAse 1  ......................................................................................................... $1,072,672
Wetland and boardwalk at new entry. New paths and new  
entry signange.

PhAse 2  ......................................................................................................... $107,818
New east west connector path.

PhAse 3  ......................................................................................................... $746,698
Existing path width reduction. New mown path through woodland.  
New boardwalk over channel. New Wetland.

PhAse 4  ......................................................................................................... $1,168,504 
New boardwalk and overlook over existing wet meadow.  
New picnic area with shade trees, paths and picnic tables.

PhAse 5  ......................................................................................................... $188,404
Existing path width reduction, new paths and relocation of  
existing war memorial.

PhAse 6  ......................................................................................................... $197,298
Reduced paving at parking along Brooklawn Ave. New bio-swale.  
New rain gardens at structures, new east west path.

PhAse 7  ......................................................................................................... $2,250,970
New constructed wetland with boardwalk.

PhAse 8  ......................................................................................................... $2,181,506
New parking, new path, new channels, new constructed wetland  
with boardwalk.

PhAse 9  ......................................................................................................... $891,172
New entry drive, new parking, new paths, new shade trees.

PhAse 10  ...................................................................................................... $891,172
New parking with bio swale, new path.

PhAse 11  ...................................................................................................... N.I.C.   
New underdrainage at fields.
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BROOKLAWN PARK
New Bedford, MA
June 30, 2020

 Master Plan RDLA 

PHASE 1

ITEM QTY UNIT UNIT PRICE SUBTOTAL TOTAL

Site Preparation
Erosion control 1 ALLOW 500$           500$           

500$            
Earthwork

Rough grading (wetlands, channels, paths, parking, road 1 ALLOW 3,000$        3,000$        
3,000$         

Paving and Surfacing 
New boardwalks (6' width) 600 SF 125$           75,000$      
New bit. conc. walks  (5' width) 100 LF 25$             2,500$        

77,500$       
Site Improvements

Signage and wayfinding 1 LS 20,000$     20,000$      
20,000$       

Lawns and Planting
Replicated wetland 12,700 SF 50$             635,000$    

635,000$     

Subtotal 736,000$     
General Cond, O and P 20% 147,200$     

Subtotal 883,200$     
Contingency 10% 88,320$       

Subtotal 971,520$     
Soft Costs 10% 97,152$       

Subtotal 1,068,672$  
Permitting 4,000$         

Grand Total 1,072,672$  

BROOKLAWN PARK Master Plan                                          Cost Estimate I PHASE 1
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 I cost EstImatEs

BROOKLAWN PARK
New Bedford, MA
June 30, 2020

 Master Plan RDLA 

PHASE 2

ITEM QTY UNIT UNIT PRICE SUBTOTAL TOTAL

Site Preparation
Erosion control 1 ALLOW 500$           500$           

500$            
Earthwork

Rough grading (wetlands, channels, paths) 1 ALLOW 1,000$        1,000$        
1,000$         

Paving and Surfacing 
New boardwalks (6' width) 240 SF 125$           30,000$      
New bit. conc. walks  (5' width) 1,600 LF 25$             40,000$      

70,000$       

Subtotal 71,500$       
General Cond, O and P 20% 14,300$       

Subtotal 85,800$       
Contingency 10% 8,580$         

Subtotal 94,380$       
Soft Costs 10% 9,438$         

Subtotal 103,818$     
Permitting 4,000$         

Grand Total 107,818$     

BROOKLAWN PARK Master Plan                                          Cost Estimate I PHASE 2
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BROOKLAWN PARK
New Bedford, MA
June 30, 2020

 Master Plan RDLA 

PHASE 3

ITEM QTY UNIT UNIT PRICE SUBTOTAL TOTAL

Site Preparation
Selective land clearing (new path in woodland) 1 ALLOW 9,000 9,000$        
Erosion control 1 ALLOW 3,000$        3,000$        
Pavement removal 1,000 SF 2.00$          2,000$        

14,000$       
Earthwork

Fill 1 ALLOW 12,000$     12,000$      
Rough grading (wetlands, channels, paths, parking) 1 ALLOW 5,000$        5,000$        

17,000$       
Paving and Surfacing 

New mown path 1,000 SF 3$               3,000$        
New boardwalks (6' width) 920 SF 125$           115,000$    
New bit. conc. sidewalk  (5' width) along Irvington St. 1,500 LF 25$             37,500$      

155,500$     
Lawns and Planting

Replicated wetland 6,500 SF 50$             325,000$    
325,000$     

Subtotal 511,500$     
General Cond, O and P 20% 102,300$     

Subtotal 613,800$     
Contingency 10% 61,380$       

Subtotal 675,180$     
Soft Costs 10% 67,518$       

Subtotal 742,698$     
Permitting 4,000$         

Grand Total 746,698$     

BROOKLAWN PARK Master Plan                                          Cost Estimate I PHASE 3
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 I cost EstImatEs

BROOKLAWN PARK
New Bedford, MA
June 30, 2020

 Master Plan RDLA 

PHASE 4

ITEM QTY UNIT UNIT PRICE SUBTOTAL TOTAL

Site Preparation
Erosion control 1 ALLOW 1,000$        1,000$        

1,000$         
Earthwork

Fill 1 ALLOW 1,000$        1,000$        
Rough grading (paths) 1 ALLOW 1,000$        1,000$        

2,000$         
Paving and Surfacing 

New boardwalks and platform 5,500 SF 125$           687,500$    
New bit. conc. walks  (5' width) 420 LF 25$             10,500$      

698,000$     
Site Improvements

Picnic tables 8 LS 3,000$        24,000$      
24,000$       

Lawns and Planting
Shade trees at picnic area 60 EA 1,200$        72,000$      
New lawn 1 ALLOW 5,000$        5,000$        

77,000$       

Subtotal 802,000$     
General Cond, O and P 20% 160,400$     

Subtotal 962,400$     
Contingency 10% 96,240$       

Subtotal 1,058,640$  
Soft Costs 10% 105,864$     

Subtotal 1,164,504$  
Permitting 4,000$         

Grand Total 1,168,504$  

BROOKLAWN PARK Master Plan                                          Cost Estimate I PHASE 4
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BROOKLAWN PARK
New Bedford, MA
June 30, 2020

 Master Plan RDLA 

PHASE 5

ITEM QTY UNIT UNIT PRICE SUBTOTAL TOTAL

Site Preparation
Erosion control 1 ALLOW 750$           750$           
Pavement removal 7,000 SF 2$               14,000$      

14,750$       
Earthwork

Rough grading (channels, paths) 1 ALLOW 5,000$        5,000$        
5,000$         

Paving and Surfacing 
New boardwalks (6' width) 500 SF 125$           62,500$      
New bit. conc. walks  (5' width) 850 LF 25$             21,250$      

83,750$       
Site Improvements

Relocated war memorial 1 LS 1,500$        1,500$        
1,500$         

Drainage
New channels 440 LF 50$             22,000$      

22,000$       

Subtotal 127,000$     
General Cond, O and P 20% 25,400$       

Subtotal 152,400$     
Contingency 10% 15,240$       

Subtotal 167,640$     
Soft Costs 10% 16,764$       

Subtotal 184,404$     
Permitting 4,000$         

Grand Total 188,404$     

BROOKLAWN PARK Master Plan                                          Cost Estimate I PHASE 5
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 I cost EstImatEs

BROOKLAWN PARK
New Bedford, MA
June 30, 2020

 Master Plan RDLA 

PHASE 6

ITEM QTY UNIT UNIT PRICE SUBTOTAL TOTAL

Site Preparation
Erosion control 1 ALLOW 3,000$        3,000$        
Pavement removal 3,000 SF 2.00$          6,000$        

9,000$         
Earthwork

Rough grading (bioswale) 1 ALLOW 5,000$        5,000$        
5,000$         

Paving and Surfacing 
New bit. conc. walks  (5' width) 525 LF 25$             13,125$      

13,125$       
Lawns and Planting

Shade trees at parking 15 EA 1,200$        18,000$      
Rain gardens 1,200 SF 40$             48,000$      
Bio swale 1,000 LF 40$             40,000$      

106,000$     

Subtotal 133,125$     
General Cond, O and P 20% 26,625$       

Subtotal 159,750$     
Contingency 10% 15,975$       

Subtotal 175,725$     
Soft Costs 10% 17,573$       

Subtotal 193,298$     
Permitting 4,000$         

Grand Total 197,298$     

BROOKLAWN PARK Master Plan                                          Cost Estimate I PHASE 6



36

BROOKLAWN PARK
New Bedford, MA
June 30, 2020

 Master Plan RDLA 

PHASE 7

ITEM QTY UNIT UNIT PRICE SUBTOTAL TOTAL

Site Preparation
Erosion control 1 ALLOW 3,000$        3,000$        

3,000$         
Earthwork

Fill 1 ALLOW 1,000$        1,000$        
Rough grading (wetlands) 1 ALLOW 6,000$        6,000$        

7,000$         
Paving and Surfacing 

New boardwalks (6' width) 1,500 SF 125$           187,500$    
187,500$     

Lawns and Planting
Replicated wetland 27,000 SF 50$             1,350,000$ 

1,350,000$  

Subtotal 1,547,500$  
General Cond, O and P 20% 309,500$     

Subtotal 1,857,000$  
Contingency 10% 185,700$     

Subtotal 2,042,700$  
Soft Costs 10% 204,270$     

Subtotal 2,246,970$  
Permitting 4,000$         

Grand Total 2,250,970$  

BROOKLAWN PARK Master Plan                                          Cost Estimate I PHASE 7



Brooklawn Park CirCulation and drainage Master Plan 
37

 I cost EstImatEs

BROOKLAWN PARK
New Bedford, MA
June 30, 2020

 Master Plan RDLA 

PHASE 8

ITEM QTY UNIT UNIT PRICE SUBTOTAL TOTAL

Site Preparation
Erosion control 1 ALLOW 3,000$        3,000$        
Pavement removal 2,000 SF 2$               4,000$        

7,000$         
Earthwork

Fill 1 ALLOW 12,000$     12,000$      
Rough grading (wetlands, parking) 1 ALLOW 5,000$        5,000$        

17,000$       
Paving and Surfacing 

New bit. conc. paving (parking) 26,000 SF 6$               156,000$    
New boardwalks (6' width) 3,900 SF 125$           487,500$    
New bit. conc. walks  (5' width) 1,000 LF 25$             25,000$      

668,500$     
Lawns and Planting

Replicated wetland 15,000 SF 50$             750,000$    
Rain gardens 179 LF 40$             7,160$        

757,160$     
Drainage

New channels 1,000 LF 50 50,000$      
50,000$       

Subtotal 1,499,660$  
General Cond, O and P 20% 299,932$     

Subtotal 1,799,592$  
Contingency 10% 179,959$     

Subtotal 1,979,551$  
Soft Costs 10% 197,955$     

Subtotal 2,177,506$  
Permitting 4,000$         

Grand Total 2,181,506$  

BROOKLAWN PARK Master Plan                                          Cost Estimate I PHASE 8
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BROOKLAWN PARK
New Bedford, MA
June 30, 2020

 Master Plan RDLA 

PHASE 9

ITEM QTY UNIT UNIT PRICE SUBTOTAL TOTAL

Site Preparation
Erosion control 1 ALLOW 3,000$        3,000$        
Pavement removal 121,000 SF 2$               242,000$    

245,000$     
Earthwork

Fill 1 ALLOW 80,000$     80,000$      
Rough grading (wetlands, channels, paths, parking) 1 ALLOW 17,000$     17,000$      

97,000$       
Paving and Surfacing 

New bit. conc. paving (road) 25,000 SF 6$               150,000$    
New bit. conc. paving (parking) 9,000 SF 6$               54,000$      
New bit. conc. walks  (5' width) 2,600 LF 25$             65,000$      

269,000$     

Subtotal 611,000$     
General Cond, O and P 20% 122,200$     

Subtotal 733,200$     
Contingency 10% 73,320$       

Subtotal 806,520$     
Soft Costs 10% 80,652$       

Subtotal 887,172$     
Permitting 4,000$         

Grand Total 891,172$     

BROOKLAWN PARK Master Plan                                          Cost Estimate I PHASE 9
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 I cost EstImatEs

BROOKLAWN PARK
New Bedford, MA
June 30, 2020

 Master Plan RDLA 

PHASE 10

ITEM QTY UNIT UNIT PRICE SUBTOTAL TOTAL

Site Preparation
Erosion control 1 ALLOW 1,000$        1,000$        
Pavement removal 7,000 SF 2$               14,000$      

15,000$       
Earthwork

Fill 1 ALLOW 16,000$     16,000$      
Rough grading (wetlands, channels, paths, parking) 1 ALLOW 5,000$        5,000$        

21,000$       
Paving and Surfacing 

New bit. conc. paving (parking) 15,000 SF 6$               90,000$      
New bit. conc. walks  (5' width) 6,500 LF 25$             162,500$    

252,500$     
Site Improvements

Signage and wayfinding 1 LS 20,000$     20,000$      
20,000$       

Lawns and Planting
Street trees at roads 90 EA 1,200$        108,000$    
Bio swale 280 LF 40$             11,200$      

119,200$     

Subtotal 427,700$     
General Cond, O and P 20% 85,540$       

Subtotal 513,240$     
Contingency 10% 51,324$       

Subtotal 564,564$     
Soft Costs 10% 56,456$       

Subtotal 621,020$     
Permitting 4,000$         

Grand Total 625,020$     

BROOKLAWN PARK Master Plan                                          Cost Estimate I PHASE 10
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BROOKLAWN PARK
New Bedford, MA
June 30, 2020

 Master Plan RDLA 

PHASE 11

ITEM QTY UNIT UNIT PRICE SUBTOTAL TOTAL

Drainage
New underdrainage at fields 390,000 SF 2$               780,000$    
New green roofs 1 ALLOW 75,000$     75,000$      

855,000$     

Subtotal 855,000$     
General Cond, O and P 20% 171,000$     

Subtotal 1,026,000$  
Contingency 10% 102,600$     

Subtotal 1,128,600$  
Soft Costs 10% 112,860$     

Subtotal 1,241,460$  
Permitting 4,000$         

Grand Total 1,245,460$  

BROOKLAWN PARK Master Plan                                          Cost Estimate I PHASE 11
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 I maIntEnancE rEcommEndatIons

MAINTENANCE RECOMMENDATIONS
For improved performance of the various water features and hydrological 

systems of the Park, along with planned improvements several maintenance 

recommendations are proposed:

Mown PAths  
Along Ashley Boulevard and Brooklawn Avenue, turf should be allowed to grow 

and develop into a meadow landscape. A 6-foot-wide mown path should be 

maintained, per the Plan, to connect the sidewalk along Brooklawn to the new 

woodland path (formerly a paved road).

Athletic Fields 
Fertilizing the turf fields is prohibited by the City of New Bedford and is 

detrimental to the regional watershed. Athletic leagues should be notified of the 

regulation and cease this practice. Further investigation is required to determine 

if the sports leagues are irrigating the fields, but due to the wet nature of the turf, 

this practice should also be eliminated.

gReen inFRAstRuctuRe 
Constructed wetlands and vegetation in rain gardens can be mowed once a year 

to prohibit woody invasive plants from proliferating. Overflow drains should be 

cleaned annually.

snow ReMovAl 
Paths should be plowed and sanded. De-icing salts and snowmelt applications are 

not recommended.

tRee AssessMent 
Trees should be evaluated on an annual basis for structural stability and general 

health. Trees showing decay should be pruned or removed to protect public safety 

and help maintain a healthy Park canopy.  The Park canopy should be maintained 

by introducing appropriate native replacement trees. Consideration can be given 

to keeping decaying trees in remote wooded areas, to serve as important habitat to 

wildlife.
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Maintenance Calendar
The following schedule is a summary of maintenance requirements intended 

to be used as a general guideline for the annual landscape maintenance needed 

throughout Brooklawn Park. Not included in this summary is the maintenance 

required for the recreational fields managed by sports league. The City should 

clarify with the league that fertilizers can damage rivers and bays and should 

be approved by the City prior to their application. Additionally, the City should 

confirm the irrigation of these fields, to reduce and minimize water run off.

JanuarY FEBRUARY MARCH

•  If removing snow on any drives, parking areas, trail entrance, trail surface, 

minimize (or eliminate altogether) the use of salt.

•  Keep trails, boardwalks, overlooks and canals free of obstacles, brush and 

vegetation.

APRIL

•  Inspect Brooklawn trails for damage that may have occurred over the winter.

•  Inspect all structural features; overlooks, boardwalks and canals for any damage 

that may have occurred over the winter. Repair any rails, posts, boardwalks as 

required.

•  Remove leaves and debris along pathways and along edges of overlooks, 

boardwalks, and canals.

•  Inspect all paths for signs of improper drainage or resettlement. Address any 

drainage issues with providing positive drainage and seeding, replanting as 

needed.

•  Inspect all elements of green infrastructure for signs of improper drainage, 

ensure areas are free of debris.

MAY

•  Inspect trees for damage that may have occurred over the winter and note any 

needs for pruning and removals.

•  Inspect shrubs and prune new growth.

•  Keep trails, boardwalks, overlooks and canals free of obstacles, brush and 

vegetation.
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 I maIntEnancE rEcommEndatIons

JUNE

•  Conduct pruning of lower limbs of shade trees and any tree removal needed.

•  Keep trails, boardwalks, overlooks and canals free of obstacles, brush and 

vegetation.

JuLY AUGUST

•  Keep trails, boardwalks, overlooks and canals free of obstacles, brush and 

vegetation.

sEPtEmBEr OCTOBER

•  Fertilize plantings.

•  Inspect all trails for damage that may have occurred over the summer.

•  Inspect all structural features; overlooks, boardwalks, and canals for any damage 

that may have occurred over the summer. Repair any rails, posts, boardwalks as 

required.

•  Inspect all paths for signs of improper drainage or resettlement. Address any 

drainage issues with providing positive drainage and seeding, replanting as 

needed.

noVEmBEr DECEMBER

•  If removing snow on any trail entrance, trail surface, minimize (or eliminate 

altogether) the use of salt.

•  Keep trails, boardwalks, overlooks and canals free of obstacles, brush and 

vegetation.




