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CITY OF NEW BEDFORD 
DEPARTMENT OF CITY PLANNING 

133 William Street ● Room 303 ● New Bedford, Massachusetts 02740 

(508) 979-1488 ● www.newbedford-ma.gov 

 

STAFF REPORT 
 

NEW BEDFORD HISTORICAL COMMISSION MEETING                                                                    October 6, 2022 
 
CASE # 2022.35: CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 
            15 Johnny Cake Hill (Map 53 Lot 153)   
 
OWNER/               New Bedford Port Society 
APPLICANT:          15 Johnny Cake Hill 
                                New Bedford, MA 02740 

                                 
APPLICANT’S        JMBA Architects 
AGENT:             47 N Second Street 
                               New Bedford, MA 02740 
   
OVERVIEW: Restoration of existing carriage house/shed in rear of property.  
 
EXISTING CONDITIONS: The circa 1787 Mariner's Home (William Rotch Jr. House) is sited on the west side and on the 
crest of Johnny Cake Hill. A one-story wood framed carriage house/shed structure is situated at the northwest corner of 
the Mariners Home and adjacent to the southwest corner of the structure at 17 Johnny Cake Hill. 
 
PROPOSAL: Approximately 70 square feet of the east portion of the existing shed will be removed, along with the existing 
doors, to allow room between the shed and the buildings. A new concrete slab will be poured, the east wall rebuilt, and 
the roof, siding, and trim will be replaced with in-kind materials. New doors will be installed on the south façade. All 
existing hardscape will be reinstalled.  

 
Please See attached Plans and Images for further detail.  

 
STATEMENT OF APPLICABLE GUIDELINES: The Bedford Landing District Design Guidelines state the following relative to 
this proposal: 
 
Rehabilitation is defined by the Standards “as the act or process of making possible a compatible use for a property 
through repair, alterations, and additions, while preserving those portions or features which convey its historical, cultural, 
or architectural values”. This approach acknowledges the need to alter or add to a historic building to meet modern uses 
while retaining a properties character defining features. This approach allows for appropriate change while not 
destroying or significantly altering historic fabric.  
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: The selective demolition of the portions of the shed do not detract from the historical 
character of the structure. Specifications are required for the asphalt roof and doors.  
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Existing South Façade- Entrance bump out to be removed and doors replaced. Existing North Façade- 7 feet of eastern portion to be removed. 

Existing East Façade to be set in 7 feet and rebuilt Existing West Facade 
Existing South Façade and hardscape 
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