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CITY OF NEW BEDFORD 
DEPARTMENT OF CITY PLANNING 

133 William Street ● Room 303 ● New Bedford, Massachusetts 02740 

(508) 979-1488 ● www.newbedford-ma.gov 

 

STAFF REPORT 
 

NEW BEDFORD HISTORICAL COMMISSION MEETING                                                                September 12, 2022 
 
 
CASE # 2022.22: CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 
                      114 Front Street (Map 53 Lot 178)  
  
OWNER/   Buzzards Bay Coalition 
APPLICANT:  114 Front Street 
               New Bedford, MA 02740 

 
OVERVIEW: The applicant received a Certificate of Appropriateness for the 
comprehensive rehabilitation of the building in 2009. At that time, the 
installation of shutters on the east façade was proposed and approved; however, they were never installed. The applicant 
is seeking approval of the installation of shutters. Additionally, the applicant has recently replaced in-kind signage and will 
be restaining the filled mortar holes on the granite façade to better color match the granite. Staff will provide a Certificate 
of Non-Applicability for these items.  
 
EXISTING CONDITIONS: The Coggeshall Counting House is a commercial building constructed c. 1832. The roughly square, 
flat-roofed, stone and brick building is four stories high at the east elevation, facing onto Front Street, and three-and-one-
half stories at the west elevation, due to the upward slope of Hamilton Street. The entirety of the east elevation and the 
first story of the north and south elevations are clad in ashlar granite, with the remainder of the building clad in red brick. 
The north and south elevations are topped with a cast iron dentilled cornice, while the east elevation has an 
unornamented cornice. The west elevation has three corbelled brick belt courses and a corbelled brick cornice. 
Fenestration consists of large eight-over-eight, double-hung windows in the first story and six-over-six, double-hung 
windows in the upper stories. A 1939 fire damaged the upper stories of the building. The building underwent a 
comprehensive renovation in 2010 when the Buzzards Bay Coalition converted the entire building for their organization 
headquarters. 
 
PROPOSAL: The installation of twelve (12) pairs traditional western red cedar lover window shutters on the granite-faced 
east façade. The shutters are to be painted to match the existing building trim.  
 
STATEMENT OF APPLICABLE GUIDELINES: The Bedford Landing District Design Guidelines state the following relative to 
this proposal: 
SHUTTERS  
Historically, shutters were used on buildings for practical purposes, including weather protection, ventilation, and security. 
Mounted on hinges, shutters closed tightly over windows and were fastened with shutter dogs.  
 
Shutters should not be installed on a structure unless there is evidence that the building had shutters in the past. If a 
structure originally had shutters, physical evidence such as hinges, hooks, shutter dogs or ghosts in the window trim 
usually still exist. Old photographs may also provide clues.   
 
If new shutters are installed, they should be true operable shutters and sized correctly for the window. The shutter should 
be mounted on the window surround and cover only the casing. New shutters should be installed correctly, so the slats 
face upwards.

http://www.newbedford-ma.gov/
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Evidence of shutter dogs on brick façade. 

Undated photograph with shutters on granite façade. 
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION: There is photographic and physical evidence that shutters at one time existed on the 
structure.  A painted wooden louver shutter is being proposed, however there is no information relative to installation 
and hardware. The Commission may wish to condition approval to allow Staff to work with the applicant and shutter 
vendor to ensure appropriate hardware and installation methods.  

 
 

 
2009 Schematic Drawing  


