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0 WS Church St. Project Narrative 

Applicant proposes to construct a ground mounted, raised solar canopy over an existing parking 
lot servicing the gym and fitness facility located at 53 Church Street. 
As shown on the site plan and schematic diagrams submitted herewith, the canopy is 
approximately 80 feet in width by 216 feet in length, approximately 17,280 s.f. in area. 
The canopy will have a steel frame consisting of eighteen vertical supports mounted on poured 
concrete foundations and will be pitched from north to south at a 3 degree pitch.  It will be 
open on all sides and will have approximately 13 feet of clearance on the lower (south) side and 
19 feet of clearance on the higher (north) side.   

The project is a 310kW photovoltaic system consisting of approximatley 780 solar modules 
coupled with a 1MWh DC energy storage system.  The system can provide power to the grid 
when most needed, thus aiding the neighborhood’s resiliency while reducing its strain on the 
grid. Applicant has obtained an interconnection service agreement from the utility.  The project 
includes a new pad mounted transformer, as shown on the plans, which will be screened with 
plantings. 

The system will provide over 360MWh of energy each year, representing a carbon offset 
equivalent to 332 acres of forest. This installation represents a major investment in clean 
renewable energy, a goal of New Bedford’s master plan. The shade provided by the canopy will 
also reduce urban heat gain from the existing impervious parking surface. 

The canopy is not impervious, as there are 3/8”  gaps between each panel that permit 
rainwater and snow melt to filter onto the ground. 
The history of the site is as follows:  

The site consists of assessor’s map 102, parcels 111 and 173.   The combined site is 
approximately 77,224 +/- square feet in size.    The site includes the parcel to the north, (an 
existing health club), an abandoned street, Collette Street, and Parcel A, the southernmost part 
of the site.   

The City of New Bedford discontinued the subject portion of Collette Street—running from 
Church Street to the railroad tracks--in 1998.   (New Bedford Deeds Book 4128 Page 169).   In 
the discontinuance, the City reserved a utility easement over a 25’ strip of discontinued Collette 
Street at the intersection with Church Street. 
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In 2001, the New Bedford Redevelopment Authority created Parcel A on an ANR plan of land 
(New Bedford Deeds Plant Book 147 Page 7) and conveyed it to DJD Realty Trust by deed at 
Book 5132 Page 79.  The plan and deed require that Parcel A is not a separate buildable lot and 

is to merge with Discontinued Collette Street and the Map 102, Lot 111 Parcel.  The plan and 
deed also reserved a 10’ easement for emergency vehicles in Discontinued Collette Street.   
The current owner, ICAFM Realty, Inc. acquired the entire parcel in 2007 (Book 8132 Page 196) 
and has always owned the parcel since then. 

Applicant has submitted herewith plan of land that fulfills the intent of  conveyance by the City 
by combining the three parcels into a single parcel and will record said plan upon project 
approval. Note that we are in discussions with town counsel over the form of the plan—
whether “ANR” or “81x”  plan but either will fulfill the intent.

Applicant has also submitted herewith a site plan showing the proposed project, the 25’ 
easement over discontinued Collette Street, and the proposed location of the 10’ emergency 
access easement, which Applicant proposes, subject to approval by the fire department, to 
locate in the existing travel aisle between the two queues of existing parking spaces.     
The site plan also designates that the existing impervious area to the south of the site will not 
be paved or become impervious and that a fence will be installed to prevent vehicular access 
from the parking lot to the existing pervious area.  As the canopy is pervious, no new 
impervious area will be added, and existing pervious areas will be protected, the project will 
have no measurable impact on stormwater runoff or groundwater recharge. 
Schematic drawings of the proposal are also submitted herewith. 

Once site plan and zoning approvals have been approved, Applicant expects the construction of 
the solar project to last 6 months. During this time, applicant and its contractors will install the 
steel structure, affix solar panels, and make connections to the electrical grid. In total, applicant 
expects the installation to cost $1.2 million dollars.

Applicant suggests that the project will be beneficial to the City and the neighborhood by 
providing passive solar energy, easing stress on the local electrical grid, and reducing reliance 
on fossil fuels.   The project will not increase parking, or the overall use of the site and it will 
not create undue noise, pollution or drainage issues.  Applicant respectfully requests that the 
project be approved. 
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