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STAFF REPORT 
NEW BEDFORD HISTORICAL COMMISSION MEETING  May 2, 2022 

DEMOLITION REVIEW  
CASE # 2022.06  
NS Manomet St (Map 105 Lot 207) 

  OWNER : Mackay Companies 
 197 Ballardvale Street   
 Wilmington, MA 01887 

HISTORICAL CONTEXT: The structure is associated with the Manomet 
Mills, an early 20th century textile mill complex which became a 
National Register District in 2012. The Manomet Mills is historically 
significant for its association with the development of the cotton-
textile industry in New Bedford as well as its association with William 
Whitman and renowned architect Charles Roderick Makepeace.  

STATEMENT OF APPLICABLE GUIDELINES: The provisions of the 
Demolition Delay Ordinance shall apply only to any building or structure 
that, in whole or in part, was built seventy-five (75) or more years prior to 
the date of the application for the demolition permit, and is: 

• A building or structure listed or eligible to be listed on the National
Register of Historic Places, or within an area listed on the National
Register of Historic Places, or on the State Register of Historic Places;

• A building or structure importantly associated with one or more
historic persons or events, or with the broad architectural, cultural,
economic, political or social history of the city, or;

• A building or structure which is historically or architecturally significant in terms of period style, method of building
construction or association with a significant architect or builder either by itself or as a part of a group of buildings, or;

• A building or structure located within one hundred fifty (150) feet of a federal, state or local historic district boundary.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: The property owner  has  indicated his willingness to demolish the structure,    but there are 
questions whether the demolition is in its entirety or in-part. The concrete walls are  tied to the brick portion of the 
structure, but also stand independently, forming a bunker-type structure. The concrete is in poor condition.  All parts of 
the structure must be removed as they   currently have an adverse effect on the nearby historic resources and will continue 
to be a blight to the neighborhood and  attract  nuisance activity. 

OVERVIEW: The circa 1940 coal bin 
structure located on the north side of 

Manomet Street, to the east of NS Manomet Street Coal Bin Structure 
Manomet Mill #1, and adjacent to the 
Acushnet River has been a long-term, vacant, blighted structure and has become a nuisance property; attracting 
trash, dumping and illegal activities. The City’s Neighborhood Task Force has issued several fines to the property owner 
and has sought demolition to cure the violations associated with this property. 
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Fifteen years ago, the City began
strategic planning for the upper
harbor in an effort to revitalize
the area and spur private
investment.

Community workshops and a
resulting plan led to streetscape
improvements along Acushnet
and Riverside Avenues, the
blueprint for public access along
the Acushnet River and zoning
changes to allow for the
redevelopment of blighted
underutilized mills as residential
housing.

Thousands of square feet of mill
space have been adapted for
elderly and market –rate housing
and millions of dollars of private
and public investment have been
dedicated to these efforts.

Two National Register Districts,
several Inventory Areas and
dozens of diverse individual
historic resoiurces exist in this
location.
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