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Town/City:  New Bedford 

Place (neighborhood or village):  
  

Name of Area:  Revere Copper Company Complex 

 

 Present Use: Vacant 

Construction Dates or Period:  ca. 1865 – ca. 1975 

Overall Condition:  Good  

Major Intrusions and Alterations:  Ca. 1865 wood-frame 

buildings replaced with masonry buildings, early 20th 
century; Boiler House, Tinning Building, Store House, and 
Barn demolished ca. 1937; wood-frame storehouse 
demolished before 1967; ca. 1865 storehouse partially 
demolished ca. 2018.  

Acreage: 13.02 
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  Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.   
 If checked, you must attach a completed National Register Criteria Statement form. 
 

 
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION     
 
Setting 
 
The Revere Copper Company Complex (ca. 1865–ca. 1975, NBE.x) is in the south end of New Bedford on a roughly 
trapezoidal, 13.02-acre parcel of land bounded on the west by North Front Street, on the north by the former Grinnell 
Manufacturing Company Area (1882, NBE.x) (now owned by B.S. Realty Limited), on the south by a former fish 
processing plant (now owned by New Bedford Holdings LLC), and on the east by the Acushnet River. The surrounding 
area to the west (particularly along North Front Street), north, and south is heavily developed with historic and modern 
industrial complexes, including the Wamsutta Mills Historic District (NBE.N, NRDIS 8/19/2008) directly west across North 
Front Street.  
 
Individual Buildings 
 
The area encompasses 16 connected and detached industrial buildings and structures constructed from about 1865 
through about 1965 for the New Bedford Copper Company (incorporated 1860), which was rebranded as the New 
Bedford branch of the Revere Copper Company in 1929. The original factory buildings included several wood-frame 
buildings though all wood-frame construction were replaced by brick during subsequent building campaigns. The oldest 
portions of the complex are to the west and were built in or before 1865. To illustrate the complex’s industrial and 
architectural evolution, the following descriptions are arranged according to the chronological ages of the buildings. The 
site covers two parcels: the south parcel contains buildings constructed for the Revere Copper Company and its 
predecessors, while the north parcel contains former Grinnell Manufacturing buildings that were purchased by Revere 
Copper in the 1930s. Building numbers were assigned by Revere Copper Company (Barlow 1913, 1919, 1931, 1945); 
building locations and dates and photo locations are depicted on the accompanying site map. 
 
Building 11 - Receiving and Front Office Building (before 1865, NBE.x, Photos 2–3) is at the west edge of the area and 
extends perpendicular to North Front Street. It is a two-story, 15-by-3-bay, Greek Revival-style, brick building with a 
rectangular plan and a granite foundation. The walls are laid in a common bond with headers at every tenth course and 
terminate at a stepped brick cornice below a gable roof that is surfaced with corrugated, oxidized copper panels on the 
west half and asphalt shingles on the east half. The west elevation has an original molded wood rake with molded, Greek 
Revival-style gable returns and fixed metal lettering between the first and second stories that reads “REVERE COPPER.” 
The elevation is pierced by replacement, paired, six-light, metal casement windows with four-light transoms at the second 
story; the first-story windows have been infilled with structural glass block or brick. The 15-bay south elevation follows the 
primary east-west road into the complex from North Front Street and contains three doors set at grade; the center 
entrance is a metal double door with a quarry-faced granite lintel, and the flanking outer doors are one-light metal doors 
with splayed brick lintels. Fenestration on this and the north elevation consists of a mix of original, six-over-six, double-
hung wood sash; later paired and tripartite, six-over-six, metal hopper and casement windows; and tripartite, one-over-
one, vinyl replacement sash. The first-story windows and any replacement vinyl windows at the second story have 
concrete sills, while all other windows have header brick sills. All windows have splayed brick lintels or rest below the 
cornice. Most of the first floor on the north elevation is obscured by the adjoining Work Inc. Building (ca. 1965, not 
included in the area), which was constructed on the site of the former wood-frame No. 18 Storehouse (built 1900, 
demolished before 1967, Figure 8) but is on a separate parcel and not historically affiliated with the Revere Copper 
Company. Building 11 is the oldest extant building in the complex. Its original functions are unknown, but by 1888 it 
contained the main office and receiving building and acted as the primary entrance to the larger facility. 
 
Building 10 - Iron Soldering Building (before 1865, expanded 1918; NBE.x; Photos 3, 5) runs east to west near the center 
of the area, and its west half is attached to the east elevation of Building 11 - Receiving and Front Office Building. Building 
10 is a one-story, eight-by-three-bay, Greek Revival-style, brick building with a stone and concrete foundation. The brick 
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walls in the earlier west half are set on a stone foundation and laid in a common bond with headers at every eighth 
course. The walls terminate at a stepped brick cornice like that of Building 11 - Receiving and Front Office Building. The 
roof has a shallow gable and is surfaced with asphalt shingles. The building has paneled and glazed wood doors on the 
north and south elevations. Fenestration consists of original, multi-light, fixed wood-frame windows and later steel 
casement windows set in original segmental arch openings with brick sills or later paired and tripartite square openings 
with concrete sills. The later east half has a concrete foundation, brick walls laid in a common bond with headers at every 
tenth course, and a flat roof surfaced with modern membrane roofing. Interior access is via single and paired, modern 
one-light metal doors. Fenestration consists of original steel casement windows with concrete sills; a range of windows on 
the north elevation are separated by thin brick pilasters and have a shared concrete lintel. The building’s east half was 
constructed in 1918 and replaced multiple wood-frame buildings (Barlow 1913, 1919; Figures 4–5). 
 
The ruins of Building 16 - New Bedford Ice Company Storehouse (before 1865, altered 2005, ca. 2018; NBE.609, Photos 
6–7) are at the northwest corner of the area and consist of the east, north, and south walls constructed of quarry-faced 
granite block, portions of interior timber and steel framing, and a three-story brick stairwell tower in the northeast corner. 
The walls originally supported a front-gable (facing North Front Street), wood-frame roof with asphalt shingles and molded 
eaves, rakes, and gable returns (Google 2018). The walls have later brick infill in several places and are pierced by 
louvered window openings with granite sills at the second story, one multi-light steel awning window on the north 
elevation, and modern metal doors on the south elevation. The brick stairwell tower is laid in a common bond with 
headers at every tenth course and brick segmental arch openings at each of the three stories. Lead flashing from the 
former roof is extant on the tower’s east and west elevations. Based on its masonry bond, the stairwell tower was likely 
constructed about 1900. The building was originally associated with the New Bedford Ice Company and was acquired by 
Grinnell Manufacturing before 1888 and by Revere by 1945. It originally included an attached Valve House on its east 
elevation. The Valve House and east portion of the building were mostly demolished at some point after 2005, and the 
roof of the west portion was removed before February 2018 (Google 2018). 
 
Building 3 - Hydraulic Press Room (1865, altered 1915, 1929, 1941; NBE.x; Photo 3) (west) and Building 4 - Copper 
Refining Building (1865, altered 1915, 1929, 1941; NBE.x; Photo 3) (east) are located near the center of the complex 
directly south of Building 10 - Iron Soldering Building and are attached to Buildings 1, 2, and 19 on the east, west, and 
south (rear), respectively, obscuring those elevations. The buildings are connected in the center and are roughly equal in 
length and width. They consist of two-story sections at the south (rear); a shared, low-pitched gable roof running east to 
west in the center; and a one-story, one-bay-wide section projecting north from Building 3. A steel-frame covered loading 
area projects north from the west half of Building 4. The north portion of Building 3 and west portion of Building 4 were 
constructed in 1865 and have brick walls laid in a common bond with alternating headers at every seventh course. The 
walls are set on brick foundations with cone-shaped granite corner stones at the bases and terminate at shallow wood 
cornices. The north elevation is pierced by several paneled and glazed wood doors with blocked transoms and concrete 
lintels, and fenestration consists primarily of multi-light, steel-frame hopper windows with concrete lintels and quarry-faced 
granite sills. The two-story rear portions are pierced by similar metal-frame windows. The oldest portions of the buildings 
predate the attached Buildings 1, 2, and 19. Both buildings formerly shared a 5-ft roof monitor, and Building 4 - Copper 
Refining Building contained two refining furnaces in 1941. 
 
Building 13 - Machine Shop/Office Building (1895 and 1937; NBE.x; Photos 8, 9) and the accompanying Building 14 - Oil 
Storage (1895, NEB.x, Photo 8) and Building 15 - Boiler Room (1895, NEB.x, Photo 8) are on the north parcel and were 
constructed for the Grinnell Manufacturing Company. Revere Copper Company acquired the buildings before 1945 and 
reconstructed the south end of Building 13 - Machine Shop/Office Building (Barlow 1945; Figure 7).  
 
Building 13 - Machine Shop/Office Building runs north to south and is a two-story, five-by-one-bay, rectangular, Italianate-
style, brick building, measuring 425 ft by 130 ft. The building is divided into two sections: the 350-ft-long north section 
constructed in 1895 and a 75 ft by 130 ft south portion. Both rest on stone foundations and are connected by a one-story, 
one-bay section. The north section has walls laid in a common bond. The south elevation (between the north and south 
sections) is covered with metal sheathing and pierced by twentieth-century, metal-frame hopper windows. The low-pitched 
roof has exposed timber rafters and projecting, molded wood eaves and is surfaced with a modern impermeable 
membrane. A two-story brick stairwell bay projects from the center of the west elevation, and two-story brick storage bays 
project from the north and center of the east elevation. The walls are pierced by triple-height door and window bays 
separated by brick pilasters. The building retains some original or early twentieth-century paneled and glazed wood doors 
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and sliding wood-frame loading doors; all other doors are replacement, modern, one-light metal doors. The windows have 
multi-light transoms, brick segmental arch lintels, and quarry-faced granite sills. Some windows have been partially or 
completely covered with plywood boards, and others are blocked with translucent sheathing.  
 
The smaller south half of Building 13 - Machine Shop/Office Building consists of a single large space with a 55-ft-wide 
raised monitor running east to west and a lower section of the building to the south. The brick walls are laid in a common 
bond with alternating headers at every ninth course and terminate at low brick parapets with concrete coping. The east 
and west elevations are pierced by multi-light steel casement windows at the first- and second-story levels, and the 
monitor and center of the lower south portion are pierced by curtain walls of steel casement windows. The west elevation 
has a vertical-lift metal loading bay door and a modern one-light metal door. Several large pipes extend from the 
southwest corner of the building and connect it to Building 19 - Strip Mill (1937, NBE.x) to the south. This section of the 
building served as a machine and electric shop and contained roll grinders, lathes, and planers for copper fabrication. It is 
on the same footprint as an 1895 building but was entirely rebuilt about 1937, likely in conjunction with the neighboring 
and similarly constructed Building 19 - Strip Mill. 
 
Building 14 - Oil Storage is a one-story, three-bay wide, Italianate-style, brick building connecting the original northeast 
corner of Building 13 - Machine Shop/Office Building with Building 15 - Boiler Room near the north boundary of the area. 
The walls are set on a stone foundation, laid in a common bond, and terminate at a stepped brick cornice. The flat roof is 
covered with metal and pierced by two extract fans sheltered by small, hipped, open cupolas with copper roofing material. 
Fenestration is identical to that on the north portion of Building 13 - Machine Shop/Office Building.  
 
Building 15 - Boiler Room is connected to Building 14 – Oil Storage on its east elevation and is a two-story, three-by-two-
bay, Italianate-style, brick building with a stone foundation and a flat roof. The walls are laid in a common bond with 
alternating headers at every ninth course and terminate at a brick soldier course with formed concrete coping. The south 
elevation has six slightly recessed, infilled brick arches at the first story; the rear elevation has five similar arches that are 
filled with steel casement windows. The easternmost recessed arch and the west bay on the north (rear) elevation contain 
modern one-light metal doors; the east door is sheltered by a metal awning supported by steel brackets. Fenestration 
consists of multi-light, steel casement windows at the center of two of the recessed arches and smaller steel casement 
windows at the second story, all of which have formed concrete sills and no lintels. An approximately 75-ft-high, slightly 
tapered, round smokestack is directly west of the building and connected to it by a thin brick wall with a curved top. 
Available Barlow maps indicate that Building 15 was constructed in conjunction with the adjoining Building 14 - Oil 
Storage and Building 13 - Machine Shop/Office Building, although the fenestration suggests later modifications (Barlow 
1945; Figure 7). 
 
The brick and steel-frame Building 2 - Copper Rolling Mill (1912–1917, altered 1941; NBE.x; Photos 1, 10) at the 
southeast corner of the complex is the largest single building in the complex, measuring 612 ft by 133 ft. It is a one-to-two-
story, 19-by-4-bay, Colonial Revival-style, brick building with a concrete foundation and a low-pitched, steel-frame roof. 
The walls are laid in a common bond with alternating headers at every eighth course. Full-height, projecting brick pilasters 
with curved brick corners are between each window bay. The roof has a molded wood cornice and is surfaced with a 
modern roofing membrane; an approximately 65-ft-wide raised monitor runs the entire length of the building from east to 
west. The monitor has a similar wood cornice and is sheathed with oxidized copper. The building’s southwest portion 
south of the monitor is two stories. Fenestration throughout the building consists primarily of original multi-light, steel 
casement windows with concrete lintels. Window sills are either quarry-faced granite or formed concrete and have 
stepped brickwork below. The monitor has fixed steel casement windows. A three-story brick stairwell bay and loading 
bay were constructed in 1941 and project from the south elevation of the west portion. They are pierced by smaller, multi-
light steel casement windows with concrete sills and modern retractable metal loading doors. Other entrances consist of 
modern one-light metal doors set in window bays and accessed by metal stairs. The building was constructed in two 
phases with some sections added and replaced in 1941. The 320 ft by 120 ft east section was constructed in 1912 on new 
landfill and was powered by a detached boiler house to the north (demolished ca. 1937 during construction of Building 19 
- Strip Mill). The west section (1917) replaced an earlier wood-frame rolling mill that first appears on an 1895 map and 
may have been part of the original ca. 1865 mill. A metal gantry extends southwards from the center of the south 
elevation. 
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An approximately 20-ft-high, 80-ft long, steel-frame Gantry (1967–1971, NBE.x) extends southward from Building 2 - 
Copper Rolling Mill’s south elevation. The Gantry terminates at a raised concrete platform that borders a former spur line 
to the south.  
 
Building 1 - Machine & Print Roll Shop (1917; NBE.x; Photos 3, 4, 11) is located in the southwest corner of the complex 
and is a one-to-two-story, five-by-three-bay, Colonial Revival-style, brick building with a chamfered concrete foundation 
and a flat roof pierced by sawtooth skylights in the center (north-south) bay. The walls are laid in a common bond with 
headers at every seventh or eighth course and terminate at a shared concrete lintel that wraps around the building. The 
north two bays are two stories and terminate at a low brick parapet above the concrete lintel, and the entire roofline has a 
projecting molded wood cornice. Full-height, projecting brick pilasters with curved brick corners are between each door 
and window bay. The building is accessed from North Front Street by a modern metal door in the north bay on the west 
elevation and by a paneled and glazed rolling garage door in the north bay on the east elevation (the latter is painted red 
and has the words “FIRE DEPT.” painted on its lintel). An original paneled and glazed wood door in the north bay on the 
east elevation provides access to a metal fire escape. Fenestration is set within the recessed bays of the walls and 
consists primarily of original, multi-light, steel casement windows with chamfered concrete sills and concrete lintels. 
Second-story fenestration on the north two bays consists of original, multi-light, wood hopper sash. Several of the larger 
windows have been partially blocked with corrugated metal sheathing. The building was constructed at the same time as 
the west portion of the connected Building 2 - Copper Rolling Mill and replaced an earlier wood-frame rolling mill that may 
have been original to the complex. The northeast portion of Building 1 was most recently used as the complex’s private 
fire department.  
 
Building 9 - Storage/Wagon Shed (1927, NBE.x) is attached to the 1918 east elevation of Building 10 - Iron Soldering 
Building near the center of the area. It is a one-story, three-by-two-bay, brick building with a concrete foundation and a 
slightly pitched side-gable roof. The walls are laid in a common bond with alternating headers at every tenth course and 
are pierced by multi-light steel casement windows with concrete sills and lintels. The walls terminate at a stepped brick 
cornice, and the building’s east end consists of an open, steel-frame, shed-roof awning set on concrete piers. The east 
portion of Building 9 contained a wagon shed in 1941; the building was used most recently as office space. 
 
Building 12 - Casting Shop (1934, additions 1941 and ca. 1950, NBE.x, Photo 12, 13) is at the east end of the area and is 
attached to the north elevation of Building 2 - Copper Rolling Mill to the southwest and to Building 19 - Strip Mill to the 
west. It is a roughly trapezoidal building approximately 325 ft long measured east to west (including a ca. 1950 addition) 
and 170 ft wide measured north to south. A two-bay, 35-ft-wide portion extends roughly 20 ft from the north bay of the 
east elevation, and a later truck shelter is attached to the south elevation. The building is a one-story, 15-by-5-bay, 
Colonial Revival-style, brick building with a concrete foundation and a compound roof. The walls are laid in a common 
bond with alternating headers at every sixth course and terminate at concrete coping covered by oxidized copper flashing. 
The east and south elevations have slightly projecting pilasters with chamfered concrete caps between the window bays. 
The roof is divided into five different sections, corresponding to the five bays. The south three roof sections are flat and 
have a low brick parapet, but the two center sections are approximately 6 feet lower and pierced by opposing sawtooth 
skylights extending eastward from the west end of the building. The fourth and fifth roof sections are the same height as 
the south section and are pierced by opposing sawtooth skylights that extend from the ca. 1950 addition at the northwest 
corner to the building’s east end. The sawtooth skylights are flashed with copper and contain original multi-light, fixed 
steel windows. The truck shelter is sheathed with corrugated metal and pierced with steel casement windows and a 
modern retracting garage door. Fenestration on the main block consists primarily of original, multi-light, steel casement 
windows with formed concrete sills and soldier brick lintels. The building’s southeast wall is angled to follow the lot line 
and reinforced with concrete up to 6 feet high to account for flooding or high wave impacts from the adjacent river. The 
building originally housed a casting shop with several large furnaces ranging from 300 to 500 kW output and included a 
locker room on a raised internal second story at the west end. The ca. 1950 addition in the northwest corner contained 
space for an additional ajax furnace and a new oil room above a 45,000-gallon, subterranean oil tank, and a small steel-
frame truck shelter extends from the south elevation. 
 
Building 19 - Strip Mill, also known as the Lower Mill, is attached to the north elevation of Building 2 - Copper Rolling Mill 
near the center of the complex, directly south of Building 13 - Machine Shop/Office Building, and measures approximately 
260 ft east to west by 100 ft north to south. It is a one-story, 12-by-2-bay, Colonial Revival-style, brick building with a 
concrete foundation and a flat roof. The walls are laid in a common bond on a soldier brick sill with alternating headers at 
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every ninth course and terminate at a low brick parapet with slightly projecting concrete coping. The flat roof is surfaced 
with modern rubber membrane and pierced by north-facing, 210-ft-wide sawtooth skylights flashed with copper. Most of 
the north elevation consists of a curtain wall of original steel casement windows that rest on a concrete sill and terminate 
at copper flashing. A smaller four-bay curtain wall of steel casement windows is above a loading bay door in the west bay 
on the north elevation. A defunct exhaust pipe resting on a steel frame projects from the center of the north elevation. The 
building was constructed as an extension of Building 2 - Copper Rolling Mill to the south and includes interior ramps to 
account for the change in grade between the two buildings. Building 19 replaced the former Tinning Building (1918–1928), 
Boiler House (1912), Fuel Oil Pump House (n. d.), and Barn (n.d.) and in 1914 contained a leveler and large sheet 
washer. 
 
Building 20 - Plate Mill (1941; NBE.x; Photos 14, 15) is in the northeast corner of the property and is a one-story, 6-by-3-
bay, Colonial Revival-style, brick building with a concrete foundation and a flat roof pierced by opposing sawtooth 
skylights running east to west and a brick chimney near the south end. A ca. 1965 addition is on the west elevation. The 
slightly lower 1-by-3-bay southeast end has a flat roof surfaced with modern roofing membrane, and the lower southwest 
end has a slightly projecting brick parapet with concrete coping. The walls of the original section are laid in a common 
bond with alternating headers at every fourth or sixth course and terminate at slightly projecting copper-flashed or 
concrete coping. The ca. 1965 addition is sheathed with corrugated metal and has a flat roof. The original sections of the 
building have two levels of almost full-length steel casement curtain walls on all sides except the lower southwest portion, 
which has original, three-light, hopper sash. The building is accessed by glazed or unglazed metal doors or large 
retracting garage doors on the south and east elevations. It originally housed several large furnaces, entering and cooling 
tables, various plate saws and grinders, a motor room at the south end with accompanying chimney, and a locker room 
and office in the projecting southeast corner. A 100 ft by 65 ft addition, constructed ca. 1965, projects from the north bay 
of the west elevation and contained a boring mill and band saw. The main building’s floating wood block floor is unique 
within the Revere complex and was used to reduce damage to fallen pieces of copper plating. The building was later used 
for shipping and warehousing. 
 
The 8-by-10-ft Fuel Oil Pump House (by 1945, NBE.x) is near the southeast corner of Building 13 - Machine Shop/Office 
Building between Building 13 and Building 20 - Plate Mill and is a one-story, one-bay, wood-frame shed with a hip roof 
surfaced with asphalt shingles. The building provided access to a 40,000-gallon, subterranean oil tank and may have 
been acquired from the Grinnell Manufacturing Company; a Pump House in a similar location is noted but not pictured on 
earlier Barlow maps (Figures 4–6). 
 
The Bag House (ca. 1975, NBE.x, Photo 16) is directly north of Building 10 - Iron Soldering Building and consists of five 
metal storage tanks supported on a steel frame set on concrete piers. A metal sign on the west side of the tanks bears the 
Revere Copper logo, which reads “REVERE 1801.” The Bag House was constructed to store dust particles collected from 
Building 12 - Casting Shop; prior to 2008, an elevated pipe carried excess dust approximately 500 ft from Building 12 to 
the Bag House’s five tanks, where it could easily be loaded onto trucks and removed from the property. 
 

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE    
 
The Revere Copper Company Complex (ca. 1865–ca. 1975, NBE.x) encompasses 14 extant industrial buildings on the 
west bank of the Acushnet River. The earliest extant buildings are associated with the New Bedford Copper Company, 
organized by Jirah and William Swift in 1860 as one of the first industrial enterprises in New Bedford to engage 
extensively with metal manufacture. The company began with a capital stock of $150,000 and was initially geared 
primarily toward hull repair in New Bedford’s extensive shipyards (Marcosson 1955:56; Pease and Hough 1889:250). The 
company’s production facility was located on the Acushnet River on the east side of North Front Street, directly east of a 
large mill pond associated with the Wamsutta Mills and north of the Wamsutta Company’s rail line wharf (Walling 1858). 
The company’s first wood-frame rolling mill was constructed in 1862 on the east side of, and parallel to, North Front Street 
on the current site of Building 1 - Machine & Print Roll Shop (1917, NBE.x). Measuring 187 by 81 ft, it was significantly 
larger than other buildings of its type constructed during the same period and housed the furnaces of the brass and 
copper rolling mill (Sanborn 188; Pease and Hough 1889:250). By 1865, the complex also included the extant Building 11 
- Receiving and Front Office Building (before 1865, NBE.x), the west portion of Building 10 - Iron Soldering Building 
(before 1865, expanded 1918; NBE.x), a 170 by 60 ft Copper House, and several smaller buildings to the east. Twentieth-
century Barlow insurance maps indicate that portions of the Copper House survive within the extant Building 3 - Hydraulic 
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Press Room (1865, altered 1915, 1929, 1941; NBE.x) and Building 4 - Copper Refining Building (1865, altered 1915, 
1929, 1941; NBE.x) (Barlow 1919, 1931, 1945; Figures 5–7). By 1871, the complex included an approximately 350-ft 
wharf that stretched eastward into the Acushnet River. 
 
An 1881 map of New Bedford depicts a roughly 12-acre ice pond directly north of the New Bedford Copper Company and 
an associated building (labeled “New Bedford Ice Co.”) at the southeast corner of the North Front Street and Logan Street 
intersection (Walker 1881). The building was on the site of the extant Building 16 - New Bedford Ice Company Storehouse 
(before 1865, altered 2005, ca. 2018; NBE.609), though no direct association can be confirmed at present. By 1882, the 
ice pond was purchased and filled by the Grinnell Manufacturing Company, which constructed the first of several large 
brick mill buildings on the site in that year (the Grinnell Cotton Textile Manufacturing Mill, Kilburn Street, 1882, NBE.608, 
measuring 666 by 98 ft; outside the area). In 1885, Grinnell constructed the extant Building 13 - Machine Shop/Office 
Building (1895 and 1937, NBE.x) and accompanying Building 14 - Oil Storage (1895, NBE.x) and Building 15 - Boiler 
Room (1895, NBE.x). Revere Copper acquired the buildings from Grinnell by 1945 and rebuilt the south end of Building 
13 - Machine Shop/Office Building. 
 
By 1889, the New Bedford Copper Company employed 100 people and was producing copper and yellow metal1 hull 
sheathing, copper rollers for calico printers, yellow metal bolts, cut nails, braziers, and bolt copper on an approximately 
2.4-acre property between North Front Street and the river. Copper rollers were a particularly strong source of revenue for 
the company; by the 1930s, approximately 90% of the printed textiles produced in the United States were printed with 
rollers made in New Bedford (Marcosson 1955:57). In 1889, the main rolling mill (aka Rolling Mill No. 1, replaced in 1917 
by Building 1 - Machine & Print Roll Shop) was equipped with a 300hp steam engine, a 26 by 7 ft boiler, and eight smaller 
boilers placed over reheating furnaces. The complex also included various storerooms, carpenter and blacksmith shops, 
and a brickyard. The company exclusively used Lake Superior copper (precise origin is unknown), which was brought to 
the New Bedford production site by rail in 200-pound cakes (Marcosson 1955:57). 
 
Rapid industrialization brought increased competition for raw material in the copper trade, and in 1900 the New Bedford 
Copper Company merged with the Paul Revere Copper Company (founded in 1801 in Canton, MA) and the Taunton 
Copper Company (chartered 1831; Boston Globe 1883:1) to form the Taunton-New Bedford Copper Company. The new 
company maintained the Taunton and New Bedford manufacturing sites but closed Revere Copper’s original site in 
Canton. Taunton-New Bedford was headed first by C. A. Cook, former treasurer of New Bedford Copper, then by Henry F. 
Bassett, former treasurer and clerk of Taunton Copper (New England Business Directory 1893:939; Taunton Directory 
1900:415). Taunton-New Bedford became a recognized leader in the field of copper fabrication and won several high-
profile contracts, including metal machinery and tubing used in constructing the Panama Canal and copper lining for the 
Catskill Aqueduct. 
 
Under the Taunton-New Bedford name, the New Bedford site was almost completely rebuilt between 1900 and 1918 
following the company merger and a substantial fire which occurred in 1917 (Fall River Daily News 1917:7). Most of the 
wood-frame production facilities were either replaced following the merger or destroyed during the fire and replaced by 
large brick buildings. Several of the new buildings, and improvements to Building 16 - New Bedford Ice Company 
Storehouse, were likely designed by Charles W. Praray (1873–1919), a town-based architectural designer who was called 
“one of the best known and one of the most successful mill architects in this section of New England,” between 1912 and 
1917 (MA Building Inspection Department 1912, 1917; Fall River Daily News 1919). Praray’s experience in mill design 
included improvements at the Cordis Cotton Mill (ca. 1822, MLB.371) in Millbury, a design for the Warren Cotton Mills 
Weaving Room (1912, WRR.103) in Warren, and several buildings in New Bedford including the Holmes Manufacturing 
Company Cotton Yarn Mill (1909, NBE.590), the Neild Cotton and Silk Textile Mill (1910, NBE.626), the Morse Twist Drill 
and Machine Company Factory (ca. 1880, NBE.603), and the A.E. Coffin Printing Plant and Stationary Store (1911, 
NBE.43). 
 
The largest building erected during the period between 1912 and 1917 is Building 2 - Copper Rolling Mill (1912–1917, 
altered 1941, NBE.x), whose construction involved adding landfill to extend the site approximately 150 ft farther east into 
the Acushnet River. The west portion of Building 2 - Copper Rolling Mill and the entire Building 13 - Machine Shop/Office 

 
1 Yellow metal is a mixture of three parts copper and two parts zinc, usually melted and refined on site (Pease and Hough 
1889:250). 
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Building were completed in 1917 and remained the core of production until the 1930s. Other buildings completed during 
this period included the east side of Building 10 - Iron Soldering Building; portions of Building 4 - Copper Refining Building; 
and a Boiler House, Tinning Building, Store House, and Barn that were all demolished during later building campaigns. In 
1920, Paul Revere’s great-grandson Edward H. R. Revere (1867–1957) took over management of Taunton-New Bedford 
Copper (Marcosson 1955:52, 58; Find A Grave 2008). In 1926, the company’s normal output was about 2,000,000 
pounds of product per month, with 5,000,000 pounds shipped annually to New York City and the remainder to the New 
Jersey coast and Philadelphia (ICC 1928).  
 
On December 1, 1928, the Taunton-New Bedford Copper Company, the Rome (NY) Brass & Copper Company, the 
Michigan Copper & Brass Company, the Baltimore Copper Mills, the Dallas Brass & Copper Company, and the Higgins 
Brass & Manufacturing Company all merged to form the General Brass Company (also known as the Republic Brass 
Corporation) with Edward H. R. Revere named director of the new conglomerate (Business Week 1970:63). On 
November 12, 1929, the company’s name was changed to Revere Copper and Brass, Inc., in honor of the founder of the 
copper industry in the United States (Forbes 1999:481). Under the Revere Copper banner, the New Bedford site 
expanded to more than twice its prior capacity by constructing Building 12 - Casting Shop (1934, additions 1941 and ca. 
1950; NBE.x), Building 19 - Strip Mill (1937, NBE.x), and Building 20 - Plate Mill (1941, NBE.x) and extending the property 
farther east with more landfill. The company also acquired Building 13 - Machine Shop/Office Building and accompanying 
Building 14 - Oil Storage and Building 15 - Boiler Room formerly associated with Grinnell Manufacturing and rebuilt the 
southern portion of Building 13 - Machine Shop/Office Building, possibly in 1937 given its similarity to Building 19 - Strip 
Mill. When in use by Grinnell, Building 13 - Machine Shop/Office Building was known as Mills 1 and 2 and was connected 
to the larger Grinnell Cotton Textile Manufacturing Mill (1882, NBE.608) to the north. Revere Copper converted the 
building to a copper machine shop and trade workspaces (e.g., blacksmithing, carpentry, masonry, and pipe fitting). 
 
During World War II, the site’s more than 1,200 employees kept production moving 24 hours a day to supply the U.S. 
Navy with sheathing for war ships. By the 1950s, the company had grown to become the largest non-ferrous rolling mill in 
North America and had three distinct mill operations at the New Bedford site: a plate mill producing non-ferrous plates for 
condenser tube heads, a sheet mill producing sheathing and standard architectural copper and brass, and a strip mill 
producing metal for costume jewelry (Moniz 2009). The floating wood block floor in Building 20 - Plate Mill, which reduced 
damage to fallen pieces of copper plating, was the only one of its kind within the Revere Copper organization (Marcosson 
1955:61). The plant remained a major supplier for the U.S. Navy through the 1970s and 1980s, producing metal for the 
nuclear submarine program and President Ronald Reagan’s 600-ship naval fleet (Moniz 2009). A steel-frame Gantry 
(1967–1971, NBE.x) was constructed between 1967 and 1971 on the south elevation of Building 2 - Copper Rolling Mill, 
and the last major structure on the property, the Bag House (ca. 1975, NBE.x), was constructed in the mid-1970s (NETR 
1961, 1971, 1995; Revere Copper Company 1967; Figure 8). Production shifted toward tube sheet for civilian heat 
exchangers in the 1990s, but European underpricing and EU subsidies, particularly in reunified Germany, substantially 
impacted the plant’s pricing power. Despite these setbacks, the company continued to flourish with specialist projects 
such as the “Parliament Project,” when Revere was awarded a contract to manufacture interlocking, 8mm-thick, blast-
resistant, aluminum bronze sheets for the roof of the British Houses of Parliament in London (Moniz 2009).  
 
Revere Copper’s New Bedford facility closed in 2008 due to the increased costs of production and employee benefits, 
coupled with decreased demand. The plant’s equipment was sold to a South Korean manufacturer. The site has been 
vacant since 2008 (Moniz 2009).  
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Revere Copper Company 
New Bedford, MA 

Data Sheet 
 
 

MHC No. Bldg. No. Historic Name/Use 
Est. Date of 

Construction 

Architectural 

Style/Type 
Photo No. 

 1 Machine & Print Roll Shop 1917 Colonial Revival 3, 4, 11 

 2 Copper Rolling Mill No. 2 1912–1917 Colonial Revival 1, 10 

 3 Hydraulic Press Room 1865–1929 No Style 3 

 4 Copper Refining Building 1865–1915 No Style 3 

 9 Storage/Wagon Shed 1927 Colonial Revival  

 10 Iron Soldering Building 1900–1918 Colonial Revival 3, 5 

 11 Receiving and Front Office ca. 1865 Greek Revival 2, 3 

 12 Casting Shop 1934–1941 Colonial Revival 12, 13 

 13 Machine Shop/Office 1895 Italianate 8, 9 

 14 Oil Storage 1895 Italianate 8 

 15 Boiler Room 1895 Italianate 8 

NBE.609 16 
New Bedford Ice Company 
Storehouse 

ca. 1865 Ruin 6, 7 

 19 Strip Mill 1937 Colonial Revival  

 20 Plate Mill 1941–ca. 1965 Colonial Revival 14, 15 

  Fuel Oil Pump House ca. 1945 No Style  

  Gantry 1967–1971 No Style 1 

  Bag House ca. 1975 No Style 16 

 



 

 

 
 

Revere Copper Company Site Map and Photo Key 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 

 
Photo 2. Building 11 - Receiving and Front Office Building, facing northeast.  
 

 
Photo 3. From left: Building 11 - Receiving and Front Office Building, Building 10 - Iron Soldering Building, Building 4 - 
Copper Refining Building, Building 3 - Hydraulic Press Room, and Building 1 - Machine & Print Roll Shop, facing east.  
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Photo 4. Building 1 - Machine & Print Roll Shop, facing southwest. 
 

 
Photo 5. Building 10 - Iron Soldering Building, facing southwest. 
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Photo 6. Building 16 - New Bedford Ice Company Storehouse, facing west. 
 

 
Photo 7. Building 16 - New Bedford Ice Company Storehouse, facing north. 
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Photo 8. Building 13 - Machine Shop/Office, Building 14 - Oil Storage, and Building 15 - Boiler Room, facing northeast. 
 

 
Photo 9. South section of Building 13 - Machine Shop/Office, facing northeast. 
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Photo 10. Building 2 - Copper Rolling Mill, facing west.  
 

 
Photo 11. Building 1 - Machine & Print Roll Shop, facing northeast. 
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Photo 12. Building 12 - Casting Shop, facing southwest. 
 

 
Photo 13. Building 12 - Casting Shop, facing north. 
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Photo 14. Building 20 - Plate Mill, facing northwest. 
 

 
Photo 15. Building 20 - Plate Mill, facing northeast. 
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Photo 16. Bag House, facing south. 
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HISTORICAL IMAGES 
 

 
Figure 1. Detail of 1871 map of New Bedford, showing New Bedford Copper Company (Beers 1871). 
 

 
Figure 2. 1889 image of New Bedford Copper Company, facing north from southwest corner (Pease & Hough 
1889:250).  
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Figure 3. Detail of 1895 map of New Bedford, showing New Bedford Copper Company (Everts & Richards 1895).  
 

 
Figure 4. 1913 Barlow fire insurance map of Taunton-New Bedford Copper Company (Barlow 1913, courtesy 
Revere Copper Company). 



INVENTORY FORM A CONTINUATION SHEET        NEW BEDFORD       REVERE COPPER COMPANY  
 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION                                                                  Area Letter     Form Nos. 

220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS  02125  
 
 

 

 

Continuation sheet 21 

NBE.X See Data Table 

 
Figure 5. 1919 Barlow fire insurance map of Taunton-New Bedford Copper Company (Barlow 1919, courtesy 
Revere Copper Company). 
 

 
Figure 6. 1931 Barlow fire insurance map of Revere Copper Company (Barlow 1931, courtesy Revere Copper Company). 
 



INVENTORY FORM A CONTINUATION SHEET        NEW BEDFORD       REVERE COPPER COMPANY  
 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION                                                                  Area Letter     Form Nos. 

220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS  02125  
 
 

 

 

Continuation sheet 22 

NBE.X See Data Table 

 
Figure 7. 1945 Barlow fire insurance map of Revere Copper Company (Barlow 1945, courtesy Revere Copper Company). 
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Figure 8. 1967 plan of Revere Copper Company (courtesy Revere Copper Company). 
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Figure 9. 1950s aerial photograph of Revere Copper Company (courtesy Revere Copper Company).  
 


