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CITY OF NEW BEDFORD 
DEPARTMENT OF CITY PLANNING 

133 William Street ● Room 303 ● New Bedford, Massachusetts 02740 

(508) 979-1488 ● www.newbedford-ma.gov 

 

STAFF REPORT 
 

NEW BEDFORD HISTORICAL COMMISSION MEETING                                                                    February 7, 2022 
 
CASE # 2022.01: CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 
                      23 Centre St (Map 53 Lot 184/186)  
  
OWNER: Marjorie A. Waite "TRUSTEE" 

The Marjorie A Waite Revocable 
23 Centre Street 
New Bedford, MA 02740 
 

APPLICANT:  Sharron Tetrault 
23 Centre Street 
New Bedford, MA 02740 
 

APPLICANT/  Couto Construction 
AGENT:         24 Ernest Street 
                              New Bedford 02745  

 
OVERVIEW:   The applicant is seeking to replace wood gutters with copper gutters and downspouts. 
 
EXISTING CONDITIONS: The John Harrison Building at 23 
Centre Street was constructed c. 1820 as a commercial 
warehouse. The south-facing, four-story, side-gable, 
brick and rubble stone warehouse sits on a granite 
foundation on the north side of Centre Street. The south 
elevation is clad in brick, the east elevation is parged, 
and the north and west elevations are exposed stone. A 
roof desk was installed on the south facing roof over a 
decade ago. Adjacent to the Harrison Building is a vacant 
lot with a loading dock. Prior to its mid-20t century 
demolition, a wood framed building stood at this 
location; resulting in a parged east façade with two windows on the Harrison Building.  
 
The current gutters are wood and are attached with a 
fascia and soffit board, providing a built-in aesthetic. 
Gutters do not exist on the north side of the building 
and where they do exist, they are extremely 
deteriorated.  

 
PROPOSAL: The existing gutters are wood and the 
downspouts aluminum. The applicant is proposing the 
installation of a half round copper gutter with copper 
downspouts.  

 

23 Centre Street 
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STATEMENT OF APPLICABLE GUIDELINES: The Bedford -Landing District Design Guidelines state the following relative to 
this proposal: 
 
GUTTERS AND DOWNSPOUTS  
The most common system used in the District is an exterior drainage system, which includes gutters and downspouts, 
made of wood or metal, and flashing. Gutters are installed along the cornice level of pitched-roof buildings to conduct 
water to the downspouts. Metal gutters come in a variety of shapes within the District, including half-round or formed 
ogee, and typically are made of galvanized metal, copper, lead-coated copper or aluminum. Half-round gutters with round 
downspouts are a common style on many buildings. A few of the properties retain their original built-in drainage systems, 
in which lined gutters are built into the cornice, making the system less visible than external gutter systems. The elements 
of historic drainage systems contribute to the character of the building, and careful consideration should be given to 
choosing the same or similar materials when undertaking any repair to the drainage system.  
 
Drainage systems constructed of historic materials should be retained and repaired as necessary. Repairs should be made 
using in-kind materials, matching the profile and finish as closely as possible. Refasten loose downspout support brackets 
in mortar joints. Do not reattach brackets to brick or stone surfaces.  
 
Refasten loose gutter support straps under the roofing material. Do not secure to the roof surface. Replace any broken or 
missing brackets with compatible brackets.  
 
If replacement of gutters or downspouts is required, the new gutter should match the original in color, dimensions, and 
shape. Seamless metal gutters can be made to match original profiles. Replacing original internal, or boxed-in, gutter 
systems with suspended gutters is not allowed or recommended. 
 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  
The current gutters are wood, which was the common material used at the time the building was constructed.  Copper 
gutters were not widely used until the end of the 19th century. Staff noted the availability of fiberglass gutters when the 
applicant first approached the Commission for a change to aluminum gutters.  
 
The Secretary of the Interior Standards and the District Design Guidelines recommend the replacement of materials in-
kind. 

The current wood gutters are installed with a soffit and 
fascia board. The method of installing the half round gutter 
has not been provided. 
 
If the Commission determines that the use of copper gutters 
is appropriate, the installation details and full scope of work 
should be sought from the contractor.  
 

Current Wood Gutter Installation Method  


