
ISLAND PARK – PROJECT NARRATIVE 
 
The Island Park project will transform a vacant lot, located at 1131-1145 Acushnet Avenue on 
parcel 92-106, into a publicly accessible park owned and maintained by the Cape Verdean 
Association in New Bedford. CVANB envisions Island Park and the abutting future Cape 
Verdean Cultural Center as thriving venues for music and performing arts events, cultural 
presentations and education, art and music instruction, and passive public recreation. 
 
The lot, measuring approximately 14,353 square feet, has been vacant for six years and is 
currently a field of fill that is covered in grass and weeds. The lot was previously the site of the 
F.W. Woolworth Co. building, constructed in 1940, which contributed to the dense commercial 
district along Acushnet Avenue. The Woolworth building was demolished in 2014, leaving a 
large gap in the fabric of the neighborhood. 
 
The proposed Island Park project will revitalize and reactivate the site. The plan includes a large 
green space with seating, 8 parking spaces (which includes 1 accessible parking space) to 
serve the park and future Cultural Center, as well as a drop off area for cars and small buses to 
safely bring children to Island Park and the future Cultural Center building. The entrance to the 
parking and drop off areas will be on Acushnet Avenue with the exit on Bentley Street. 
 
The proposed project has prioritized stormwater management and creating an environmentally 
friendly site. The vision for Island Park is to create a green/sustainable interactive space that 
educates and inspires – telling the stories of island populations that have emigrated to the port 
city of New Bedford. These Island communities are especially vulnerable to climate change, and 
Island Park seeks to develop a sustainable site that can be used to educate visitors. The plan 
includes a large oval of green space with no-mow grass, constituting approximately 30% of the 
overall site. A rain garden with native plants will frame the west side of the green space, with 
additional native perennial gardens surrounding the perimeter. A subsurface drainage system 
will be installed under the green space to capture runoff from the park site and future Cultural 
Center site. Walkways around the green space and leading to the future Cultural Center will be 
permeable pavers, and the site will be lit with solar powered lighting. 
 
The project also proposes to use crushed seashells for the access drive and parking area, 
which will require a special permit. Crushed shells provide excellent drainage, they reduce the 
effects of urban heat islands, and they have the added benefit of being a natural, sustainable 
material that recycles waste from the shellfish industry. The Cisco Brewery site in New Bedford 
provides a local precedent for the use of crushed shells in a parking area. 
 
The Island Park project will also engage local and Cape Verdean artists to enrich the site and 
celebrate Cape Verdean and other island immigrant culture and art. Benches surrounding the 
green space will be painted by a team of Cape Verdean artists coordinated by local artist Tracy 
Barbosa. CVANB has installed a mural, painted by local Cape Verdean artist Eden Soares, on 
the south side of the future Cultural Center building. Not only does the mural provide a vibrant 
backdrop to Island Park, it also creates a strong visual entrance to the North End when traveling 
north along Acushnet Avenue. 
 
The total cost of the Island Park project is estimated at $276,551, and the project will take an 
estimated nine months from the bidding process to construction end. After the project is 
complete, the Cape Verdean Association will continue to own the property and will hire a local 
landscaping company to maintain the property. 
 



This project will be transformative for Acushnet Avenue. Firstly, it will turn a vacant site back into 
an active site, which will be beneficial for the neighborhood. Vacant properties can pose multiple 
problems for neighborhoods—they accumulate litter, can become breeding grounds for pests, 
and accelerate overall neighborhood decay. Secondly, it will provide a precedent and an 
educational opportunity for environmentally friendly development. Thirdly, it will become a more 
fitting and inspirational entrance to the International Marketplace, the commercial district along 
Acushnet Avenue filled with retail shops, restaurants, small businesses, and services that 
represent many different cultural backgrounds and serve a diverse population. And finally, it will 
celebrate and help preserve the rich culture of Cape Verdean and other island immigrants in 
New Bedford, and it will provide a vibrant space for families and friends to gather, connecting 
members of the community to each other and to arts and culture. 
 


