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Case #4473: VARIANCE 
   
Property: 179 William Street 
  Map: 52 Lot: 197 
 
Zoning: Mixed Use Business [MUB] 
 

Owner: Gate Eve M Trustee, William & Eighth Realty 
Trust II 

 179 William Street 
 New Bedford, MA 02740 
  
Applicant: Sign Design Inc. 
 c/o Marie Mercier 
 170 Liberty Street 
 Brockton, MA 02301 
   

 
Overview of Request: Notice is given of a public hearing on the petition of: Gates Eve M. Trustee, William & 
Eighth Realty Trust II (179 William Street, New Bedford, MA 02740) and Sign Design INC, C/O Marie Mercier 
(170 Liberty Street, Brockton, MA 02301) for a Variance under Chapter 9, Comprehensive Zoning Sections 
3200 (sign regulations), 3201 (purpose), 3210 (general regulation), 3250 (regulation governing particular types 
of signs), 3254 (ground signs), 3255 (area restrictions for ground signs and 3256 (location restrictions); relative 
to the property located at 179 William Street Assessors’ Map 52, Lot 197, in a Mixed Use Business [MUB] 
zoned district. 
 
The petitioner is proposing to replace an existing pylon sign with a new pylon sign. 
 
Under the Zoning Ordinance, a sign that exceeds twenty-five (25) square feet in area, is taller than 15 feet, 
and/or the measurement from  from the ground to the bottom of the sign is greater than 10 feet, requires 
a variance.  Additionally, a sign located closer than 6 feet to the property line requires a variance. 

 

179 William Street 
Looking northeast from William and 8th 
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As with all variances, the board must find: 
 
▪ There are circumstances relating to the soil conditions, shape or topography which especially affect the 

land in question, but which do not affect generally the zoning district in which the land or structure in 
question is located.  

▪ If the city were to literally enforce the zoning ordinance, due to these circumstances unique to this land 
or structure, it would mean substantial hardship to the petitioner.   

▪ The granting of the variance would not take away from the purpose of the zoning ordinance nor would it 
cause substantial detriment to the public good.   

 
Existing Conditions:  The 4200± SF office building is located at the west end of William Street, on the corner 
of 8th Street in the area known as the ‘Upper William Street district.’  There is 50’± of frontage on William 
Street and 133’ of frontage on 8th street.  The immediate vicinity consists of several small businesses and office 
buildings, church building repurposed for arts uses, multi-family residential dwellings, and a bank.   
 
The parcel is 6000 ± SF and the building occupies most of the footprint.  The setbacks on William and 8th 
Streets are very narrow and there is a small parking lot on the north side of the parcel at the rear of the 
building.   
 
An existing pylon sign is located in the narrow setback area on William Street, at the architectural front of the 
building, and is set into a strip of asphalt.  There is an fence approximately 3 feet tall that runs the length to 
the building from the east edge to the right of the entrance.   

 
Proposal: The petitioner proposes to remove the existing 
pylon sign and replace it with a new one.  In addition, the 
asphalt strip between the building and the sidewalk will be 
replaced with grass and the fence will be removed.  The new 
sign will be 10’-4” tall,3’-4” wide, and 6” depth.  The post will 
be 34” tall, and the area of the sign itself will be 25 SF (40”x 
90”).  It will be placed perpendicular to William Street so that 
the face is visible when traveling on the street.  The colors 
will be navy blue and white to match the recently painted 
exterior of the building.  The plans do not specify the setback 
distance from the property line on William Street; however 
staff note it is less than the required 6 feet; it appears to be 
less than 1 foot. The Board should confirm the setback 
before deciding on the variance.  
 
According to the rejection packet the application requires a 
variance for the area and location of the sign.  

 
For consideration: 
 

• There are circumstances relating to the soil 
conditions, shape or topography which especially affect the land in question, but which do not 
affect generally the zoning district in which the land or structure in question is located. The 
application indicates that the asphalt area between the sidewalk and the building will be 
replaced with grass thereby adding green space. 

  Location of existing sign  
Looking west from William Street 
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• If the city were to literally enforce the zoning ordinance, due to these circumstances unique to 
this land or structure, it would mean substantial hardship to the petitioner. The petitioner states 
that due already existing narrow setbacks of the building, it would be impossible to place the 
sign according to the ordinance setback requirements.    
 

 

• The granting of the variance would not take away from the purpose of the zoning ordinance nor 
would it cause substantial detriment to the public good. The petitioner states the new sign would 
be replacing an already existing sign with one that is approximately the same dimensions.  In 
addition, the new green space will improve the visual aesthetics of the property and the new 
sign will be more stylistically consistent with the surrounding architecture.   
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179 William Street Map: 52, Lot: 197 
NOTE: Property line is approximate; for discussion purposes, only. 

 


