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CITY OF NEW BEDFORD 
HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

133 William Street, New Bedford, Massachusetts 02740 

(508) 979.1488 

 

MINUTES 
July 12, 2021 

  REMOTE 
 

Members Present:    Member Absent:   

Diana Henry, Chair   

Bill King, Vice Chair 
James Lopes  
Janine da Silva 
Anna Surma 
Alex Jardin  
Secretary: 
Anne Louro, Preservation Planner 

 
 

 

 
Call to Order: 
D. Henry called the meeting to order at 6:05 P.M. and described the purpose of the remote session due to the 
restrictions related to the Covid-19 pandemic.   
 
Roll Call:  
A formal roll call was conducted confirming a quorum of the members present as stated above.  D. Henry noted 
that Jennifer Smith would fill the position of the Planning Department. 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
The minutes of the of the May 3, 2021, meeting were approved. 
 
Public Hearings:  
Case #2021.08 –115, 117, 121, 127-129 Union Street; 7 N Second Street (Map 53, Lots 40,41,215,216,146) 

Certificate of Appropriateness: Rehabilitation and Hardscape  

 
Atty Chris Saunders presented to the Commission and updated members on the progress of the 117 Union Street 
demolition, informing members that the site has been cleared. He noted that they were still working with a mason 
to develop a plan for the terra cotta and masonry repair of the Moby Dick Building and therefore did not have a 
plan to present.  He stated that loose pieces of terra cotta have been removed and being stored on site.  
 
Atty Saunders spoke to the site screening and asked the members their thoughts relative to the current 
construction fencing.  
 
Prior to the discussion of the fencing, A. Surma questioned the slabs on the demolition site, whether any of the 
buildings had basements and the potential for water to seep into the basement of the Moby Dick Building. Steve 
Beauregard responded stating that there was one small basement in the southeast corner which has been filled 
and that the rest of the buildings were on cement slabs. Mr. Beauregard stated that the water issues at the Moby 
Dick Building are being constantly assessed and they have not experienced any water seeping through the 
foundation.  
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In response to an image of the construction fencing blown over from a recent storm, Mr. Beauregard stated that 
the portion of the fence had been installed incorrectly and that he straightens the fencing every couple of days. 
He brought attention to the banners which DATMA installed on the fencing and his intent to spread them apart 
further to reach around to Barker’s Lane. Mr. Beauregard sought not to place mesh screening on three of the 
sections facing Barker’s Lane for security purposes and state that he would place mesh screening on the remaining 
sections of fences along Barker’s Lane.   
 
There was discussion relative to the DATMA banners remaining until the fence is removed and the planning for a 
banner with a project rendering. Mr. Beauregard noted that they are planning such a banner and waiting to list 
all the project funders.  
 
Mr. Beauregard noted the high cost of plywood panels and for financial reasons was seeking the Commission’s 
approval of the existing construction fencing with the mesh and DATMA banners.  
 
MOTION to open the public hearing. Moved by J. da Silva and seconded by J. Lopes. 
Motion carried with a roll call vote.  
There were no public comments offered or recorded in favor of the petition, nor in opposition to the petition. 
 
MOTION to close the public hearing. Moved J. Lopes and seconded by J. da Silva. 
Motion carried with a roll call vote. 
 
Members discussed the need to separate the Certificate into two portions, as the applicant did not have the  
materials ready for the rehabilitation of the Moby Dick masonry façade.  

 
MOTION to approve Case #2021.08 (a) –115, 117, 121, 127-129 Union Street; 7 N Second Street (Map 53, 

Lots 40,41,215,216,146) to accept their modification and to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for 

fencing which has been installed along Union, N Second Street and Barker’s Lane. 
Motion moved by J. da Silva and seconded by A. Surma. 
Motion carried with a roll call vote, with B. King’s abstention.  
 
Motion to continue Case #2021.08 (b) –115, 117, 121, 127-129 Union Street; 7 N Second Street (Map 53, Lots 
40,41,215,216,146) for a Certificate of Appropriateness for terra cotta and masonry repair of the Moby Dick 
Building to the August 2, 2021, meeting.  
Motion moved by J. da Silva and seconded by J. Lopes. 
Motion carried with a roll call vote, with B. King’s abstention.  
 
Case #2021.09 – 26 S Water Street (Map 47, Lot 69)  

Certificate of Appropriateness: Café Seating 
 
Business owner Ramon Silva presented the proposal to the Commission explaining the materials of the seating 
as being cedar top tables with blackish/gray aluminum chairs which are easily stackable and able to be chained 
up outside due to space considerations. He noted the black plastic bollard with nautical rope as a barrier system. 
He noted that there would be no umbrellas.  
 
A. Surma questioned the scale of the submitted drawing and the number of tables which would actually fit on 
the site. A. Surma advised leaving adequate space between the back of chairs and A. Louro referred the applicant 
to the City’s Outdoor Seating Guidance which was sent as part of the Café Seating Licensing permit, particularly 
the required ADA clearances. 

 
MOTION to open the public hearing. Moved by B. King and seconded by A. Jardin. 
Motion carried with a roll call vote.  
There were no public comments offered or recorded in favor of the petition, nor in opposition to the petition. 
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MOTION to close the public hearing. Moved B. King and seconded by A. Jardin. 
Motion carried with a roll call vote 
 
There was no member discussion regarding the matter. 
 
MOTION to approve Case #2021.09 – 26 S Water Street (Map 47, Lot 69) and grant a Certificate of 

Appropriateness for Café Seating as presented by the applicant with the use of cedar wood top tables 

with black aluminum legs, black aluminum chairs and bollard with nautical rope. There will be no 

umbrellas. Motion moved by J. da Silva and seconded by J. Lopes. 
Motion carried with a roll call vote. 
 
Case #2021.10 – 37 Union Street (Map 53, Lot 197) 
Certificate of Appropriateness: Café Seating 

 
A. Louro noted that the applicant was not in attendance and asked the members if they wished to table the matter 
or to have her present the application. Members indicated the preference for A. Louro to present the application 
on behalf of the applicant. A. Louro explained that the applicant is proposing two table sizes due to spatial 
limitations. The tables are a natural wood top with a black metal base. The smaller 30” x 30” tables would utilize 
wood benches, similar to those used at Cultivator. The larger 24” X 42” tables would utilize a powder-coated 
aluminum chairs in the color blue. The barrier system will be wood posts with nautical rope. She noted that the 
applicant was suggesting the aluminum chair, but in the turquoise blue because it matches their signage. 
District relative to furniture colors and stated the preference for a black aluminum chair which has been requested 
from other business owners as well. Members also sought consistency with the table and bench colors asking for 
the table-tops to be either the dark walnut color presented in a catalogue cut or painted black. A. Surma also 
suggested that the barrier post also be the black bollard used within the district rather than the proposed wood 
posts.  
 
MOTION to open the public hearing. Moved by B. King and seconded by A. Jardin. 
Motion carried with a roll call vote.  
There were no public comments offered or recorded in favor of the petition, nor in opposition to the petition. 
 
MOTION to close the public hearing. Moved B. King and seconded by A. Jardin. 
Motion carried with a roll call vote 
 
There was no member discussion regarding the matter. 
 
MOTION to approve Case #2021.10 – 37 Union Street and grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for Café 
Seating with condition that all tables are to be consistent in color, being painted black or a dark walnut stained 
wood, the aluminum chairs to be black and the barrier to use a black bollard with nautical wood. Motion 
moved by J. da Silva and seconded by A. Jardin. 
Motion carried with a roll call vote. 
 
OTHER: 
405 County Street Paint Color Consultation  
 
A. Louro provided background by informing members that the Gilbert Russell House at 404 County Street had 
received Community Preservation Act (CPA) funding for the exterior rehabilitation which included painting of 
its exterior. A condition of the CPA funding was for the property owner to consult with the Historical Commission 
regarding the paint color choices. She stated that the property owner had contracted the services of the 
Waterfront Historic Area League (WHALE) to perform a paint color analysis and paint placement plan.  
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A. Louro and J. da Silva stated that an earlier paint color plan was presented which was a darker plum color and 
also that the property owner wanted to stay within the pink tones as the building color has become synonymous 
with the organization.  
 
Members discussed the merits of a five verses seven color scheme, noting that it made a small difference overall. 
There was also clarification whether the Commission had final approval or was just a consulting party. Review 
of the CPA funding condition revealed that the Grantee would work in partnership with the Historical 
Commission relative to the paint colors.  
 
Members agreed that forming a sub committee to review paint mock=ups in the field with WHALE would be the 
best course of action.  
 
MOTION that the New Bedford Historical Commission form a subcommittee to work in partnership with the 
Women's Center to develop a paint color palette for 404 County Street. Motion moved by J. da Silva and 
seconded by A. Jardin. 
Motion carried with a roll call vote. 
 
NBHC Meetings Format 
 
A. Louro explained that the ability to hold public meetings remotely had been extended to April 2022 through 
recent state legislation and the administration is encouraging in-person meetings. Members discussed the 
merits of meeting remotely, such as convenience for applicants and ability for members to participate if away 
or at work.  
 
A. Louro stated that a significant demolition would be before the Commission at the August meeting and 
proposed that the meeting be held in person. Members once again debated whether remote meetings provided 
better access for public participation. Members agreed that they would meet in person for the August meeting 
due to the demolition and that a large space such as the library would be used as a venue to ensure social 
distancing. A. Louro indicated that she would provide masks, sanitizer and signage encouraging mask use.  

 
Adjourn   
There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was moved by B. King and seconded by J. da Silva. The 
motion carried with a roll call vote.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:58 p.m. 
 
NEXT MEETING Monday, August 2, 2021 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Anne Louro 
Secretary to the Historical Commission 
Preservation Planner 


