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CITY OF NEW BEDFORD 
HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

133 William Street, New Bedford, Massachusetts 02740 

(508) 979.1488 

 

MINUTES 
March 1, 2021 

  REMOTE 
 

Members Present:    Member Absent:   

Diana Henry, Chair   

Bill King, Vice Chair 
James Lopes  
Janine da Silva 
Bill Barr 
Jennifer Smith 
Anna Surma 
Alex Jardin  
Secretary: 
Anne Louro, Preservation Planner 

 
 

 

 
Call to Order: 
D. Henry called the meeting to order at 6:02 P.M. and described the purpose of the remote session due to the 
restrictions related to the Covid-19 pandemic.   
 
Roll Call:  
A formal roll call was conducted confirming a quorum of the members present as stated above.  D. Henry noted 
that Jennifer Smith would fill the position of the Planning Department. 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
The minutes of the of the February 1, 2021 meeting were approved. 
 
Public Hearings:  

 
Case #2021.02 – 31-35 Union Street (Map 53, Lot 198)  
Certificate of Appropriateness: Rehabilitation & Signage 
 
The applicant, Mr. Steve Silverstein, presented the application to the Commission, describing the new wooden 
painted wall sign and its location over the center door. He explained that he would be retaining the existing blade 
sign which is located on the western edge of the building façade, where a secondary egress is located. He 
presented the use of goose neck lighting to illuminate the wall sign.  
 
Members then discussed the rear exhaust ductwork and its potential screening. A. Louro explained that she had 
conferred with the Chair prior to its installation in order to advance the DIS permitting, with the intention of the 
applicant seeking a Certificate relative to its screening. She also noted that the Commission did not have the 
authority to seek the removal of the previously installed ductwork.  
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Mr. Silverstein informed the Commission that the new ductwork was attached to the older ductwork shaft and 
that it was 18” off the building façade. He also explained the need for the new ductwork and the limitations of its 
location due to the kitchen layout. He noted that the former vent fan had been removed.  
 
Members discussed their desire to remove the older duct shaft with A. Surma noting that the new ductwork could 
be attached directly to the building. B. Barr suggested two potential scenarios: 1). Remove the original ductwork, 
or, 2). Enclose both shafts in Hardie Board clapboard as a means of screening. There was member consensus that 
the better scenario was to remove the earlier ductwork.  
 
Mr. Silverstein stated that he would look into those options and return to the Commission with that information.  
 
MOTION to open the public hearing. Moved by J. da Silva and seconded by J. Lopes. 
Motion carried with a roll call vote.  
There were no public comments offered or recorded in favor of the petition, nor in opposition to the petition. 
 
MOTION to close the public hearing. Moved B. Barr and seconded by J. da Silva. 
Motion carried with a roll call vote. 
 
J. da Silva suggested that the Commission split the Certificate into two parts, to reflect the approval of the 
signage and the review of the ductwork screening at a later date.  

 
MOTION to approve Case #2021.02(a) –31-35 Union Street (Map 53, Lot 198) for the installation of signage and 
lighting as presented.  Motion moved by J. da Silva and seconded by A. Jardin. 
Motion carried with a roll call vote. 
 
MOTION to continue Case #2021.02(b) –31-35 Union Street (Map 53, Lot 198) to the April 5, 2021 meeting to 
review the ductwork screening.  Motion moved by J. da Silva and seconded by A. Jardin. 
Motion carried with a roll call vote. 

 
OTHER: 
 

• 60 N Water Street Update  
A. Louro, J. da Silva, J. Smith and D. Henry updated members relative to a meeting they held with a 
representative of the 60 N Water Street property. The representative was made aware of timelines, 
communications and processes related to the permitting of the bay window and water infiltration 
issues.  

 

• NBHC Memo to Planning Board- RE: 115 Coggeshall Street   
A. Louro informed members that as part of the City’s Host Community Agreement with marijuana 
establishments, all businesses which occupy a historic building throughout the City, must abide by the 
Bedford – Landing Design Guidelines. A. Louro stated that an establishment is seeking permitting to be 
located as 115 Coggeshall Street, at the former office building of the Bennet Mills and that on behalf of 
the Commission she reviewed the project design for compliance. 

 

• 38 Elm Street CNA-Signage  
A. Louro informed members that a Certificate of Non-Applicability had been issued for an insert within 
a Directory Sign located on the building.  

 

• 25 Elm Street - Rooftop Solar Array  
A. Louro informed members that a solar array was being installed on the roof of 25 Elm Street, however 
upon review of the plans, she determined that it would not be visible from the public way.  
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• Members briefly discussed the need to reach out to businesses requiring screening of their ductwork.  
 

 
 

 
Adjourn   
There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was moved by J. Lopes and seconded by J. da Silva. The 
motion carried with a roll call vote.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:36 p.m. 
 
NEXT MEETING Monday, April 5, 2021 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Anne Louro 
Secretary to the Historical Commission 
Preservation Planner 
 
 


