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CITY OF NEW BEDFORD 
HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

133 William Street, New Bedford, Massachusetts 02740 

(508) 979.1488 

 

MINUTES 
August 3, 2021 

New Bedford Main Library, 3rd Floor Meeting Room 
 613 Pleasant Street, New Bedford, MA  

 
Members Present:    Member Absent:   

Diana Henry, Chair  Bill King, Vice Chair 

James Lopes  
Janine da Silva 
Anna Surma 
Alex Jardin 
Jennifer Smith  
Secretary: 
Anne Louro, Preservation Planner 

 
 

 

 
Call to Order: 
D. Henry called the meeting to order at 6:03 P.M.  
 
Roll Call:  
A formal roll call was conducted confirming a quorum of the members present as stated above.  D. Henry noted 
that Jennifer Smith would fill the position of the Planning Department. 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
The minutes of the of the July 12, 2021 meeting were approved. 
 
Public Hearings:  
Case #2021.12 – 1-3 Pine Street (Map 42, Lot 160) 
Demolition Review 

 
Atty Andrew Saunders presented to the Commission explaining the intended use of the site as an off-shore wind 
staging facility and the status of a Purchase and sales Agreement with the current property owners. He stated that 
there was a public/private benefit to the project, as 2.5 acres is intended to be conveyed to the NBRA from Cannon 
Street Holdings.  
 
Atty Saunders explained that demolition was required due to the type of operations utilizing large pieces of 
machinery moving large 350’ and 200’ towers and blade components, and therefore the need for open land 
adjacent to the water.  
 
In response to a question from the Commission, Atty Saunders stated that the current Marine Commerce Terminal 
would not be large enough to cover all the offshore wind operations, and that Cannon Street Holdings was not 
affiliated with the State. He stated that most of their work would be associated with the ongoing maintenance 
and repairs of the turbines once they are constructed.  
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MOTION to open the public hearing. Moved by A. Jardin and seconded by A. Surma. 
Motion carried with a roll call vote.  
There were no public comments offered or recorded in favor of the petition, nor in opposition to the petition. 
 
MOTION to close the public hearing. Moved A. Jardin and seconded by J. Lopes. 
Motion carried with a roll call vote. 
 
Members discussed the past initiatives related to the property which never were brough to fruition. They also 
noted the degree of contamination within the building and the current state of the structure.  

 
MOTION to send a recommendation to City Council that the New Bedford Historical Commission has 
determined that the structure known as the Cannon Street Power Station at 1-3 Pine Street is Historically 
Significant but is not a Preferably Preserved structure. 
Motion moved by J. da Silva and seconded by J. Lopes. 
Motion carried with a roll call vote. 
 
Case #2021.13 – 25 William Street (Map 53, Lot 101) 

Certificate of Appropriateness: Signage 
 
J. da Silva from the New Bedford Whaling National Historical Park presented the application for the installation 
of the vinyl applique signage, explain that as a response to COVID-19, and to operate in a safe manner, the NB 
Whaling National Historical Park was altering its ingress and egress protocol to control visitor flow. She explained 
that the new entrance will be at the Corson Building (25 William Street) and the egress will be at the Visitor’s 
Center (27 William Street). New window signage at the Corson Building entrance will assist visitors in locating 
the new entrance.  

 
MOTION to open the public hearing. Moved by J. Lopes and seconded by A. Jardin. 
Motion carried with a roll call vote with J. da Silva and J. Smith abstaining.  
There were no public comments offered or recorded in favor of the petition, nor in opposition to the petition. 
 
MOTION to close the public hearing. Moved J. Lopes and seconded by A. Jardin. 
Motion carried with a roll call vote with J. da Silva and J. Smith abstaining. 
 
There was no member discussion regarding the matter. 
 
MOTION to approve the application as presented. Motion moved by A. Jardin and seconded by J. Lopes. 
Motion carried with a roll call vote with J. da Silva and J. Smith abstaining. 
 
Case #2021.14 – 94 Front Street (Map 53, Lot 195) 

Certificate of Appropriateness: Rehabilitation 
 
Mr. Jason Lanagan presented the application to the members explaining that the project consisted of a small 
addition to accommodate a walk-in cooler on the first floor and to provide a hard roof awning to a portion of the 
deck. He noted that the deck currently had a cloth awning which has failed and the desire to have a three season 
space for diners.  
 
MOTION to open the public hearing. Moved by J. da Silva and seconded by A. Jardin. 
Motion carried with a roll call vote.  
There were no public comments offered or recorded in favor of the petition, nor in opposition to the petition. 
 
MOTION to close the public hearing. Moved A. Jardin and seconded by J. Lopes 
Motion carried with a roll call vote 
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Members discussed the drainage from the proposed deck roof and its location in proximity to the adjacent 
property. A. Surma advised that the roof overhang may wish to be pulled back. Mr. Lanagan stated that he would 
work with his architect to revise the plans to address the overhang and the drainage. A. Louro noted that the 
project would likely require further City permitting and as such the Commission may wish to condition the 
project so that any future City Permitting resulting in any major changes to the proposal may require return to 
the NBHC for a modification to the Certificate.  
 
MOTION to approve Case #2021.14 – 94 Front Street and grant a Certificate of Appropriateness with the 
condition that any future City Permitting resulting in any major changes to the proposal may require return to 
the NBHC for a modification to the Certificate.  
Motion moved by J. Lopes and seconded by A. Jardin. 
Motion carried with a roll call vote. 
 
Case #2021.15 – 47-49 Union Street (Map53, Lot 196) 

Certificate of Appropriateness: Rehabilitation 

 

Mr. Jason Lanagan presented the application to the members reviewing the plans and explaining the use as a 
restaurant/bar. A. Louro stated that the outdoor seating and signage shown in the drawings were not part of 
this application.  
 
A. Surma noted that the building was attractive and was transformative from its current state. Particularly with 
the use of the atrium windows.  She stated that the proposed wood awning appeared visually heavy and that a 
cloth awning would be a better alternative. Mr. Lanagan stated that he also was not a fan of the awning and 
would remove it and if an awning was to be used in the future, he would return to the Commission for approval. 
J. Smith questioned atrium windows and raised roof but did note that the reuse of the building was welcomed. 
In response to a question, Mr. Lanagan stated that trash would be contained in a dumpster located on the north 
side of Rose Alley. 
 
A. Louro noted that there were numerous details of the project which were absent, such as drainage systems, 
roof top mechanical screening and lighting. The members preferred if the applicant would return to present 
those items.  
 

MOTION to open the public hearing. Moved by J. da Silva and seconded by J. Lopes. 
Motion carried with a roll call vote.  
There were no public comments offered or recorded in favor of the petition, nor in opposition to the petition. 
 
MOTION to continue the public hearing for Case #2121.15 to the September 13, 2021 meeting. Moved by J. 
da Silva and seconded by A. Jardin. 
Motion carried with a roll call vote 
 
OTHER: 
Trash Storage 
A. Louro stated that trash storage was a challenge in the District and that several dumpsters have been put in 
place without screening, including two dumpsters on Rose Alley. Mr. Lanagan acknowledged the need for the 
dumpsters, as restaurants generate a large amount of waste daily and the City’s curbside pick up is inadequate 
along Rose Alley. He stated that he was working on a plan to screen the dumpsters.  
 
NBHC Meetings Format 
A. Louro explained that the ability to hold public meetings remotely had been extended to April 2022 through 
recent state legislation and the Commission had determined to hold the August 3rd meeting in-person due to 
the demolition request for the Cannon Street Power Station. Members acknowledged that a potential 
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controversial demolition did not drive people to attend, and they further discussed the merits of meeting 
remotely, such as convenience for applicants and ability for members to participate if away or at work.  
 
A. Louro also stated that there were no City meeting venues available on Monday evenings, and that they may 
need to change the Commission’s meeting date. Members agreed that they would consider different dates but, 
in the meantime, would meet remotely.  

 
Adjourn   
There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was moved by J. Lopes and seconded by J. da Silva. The 
motion carried with a roll call vote.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:23 p.m. 
 
NEXT MEETING Monday, September 13, 2021 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Anne Louro 
Secretary to the Historical Commission 
 


