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CITY OF NEW BEDFORD 
DEPARTMENT OF CITY PLANNING 

133 William Street ● Room 303 ● New Bedford, Massachusetts 02740 

(508) 979-1488 ● www.newbedford-ma.gov 

 

STAFF REPORT 
 

NEW BEDFORD HISTORICAL COMMISSION MEETING                                                               September 13, 2021 
 
 
 
CASE # 2021.18: CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 
                      72 N Water Street (Map 53 Lot 68)  
  

  OWNER/   Candleworks Ventures LLC 
APPLICANT:       72 N Water Street 
                              New Bedford, MA 02740 
  
 
OVERVIEW: Installation of a pergola structure over the existing open patio area 
and the construction of an addition on the east façade of the building.  
  
EXISTING CONDITIONS: The Rodman Candleworks (circa 1815) is distinguished as being the first candleworks in Bedford 
Village, built for the production and manufacturing of spermaceti candles from whale oil. Constructed in the Federal Style 
by Samuel Rodman (1753-1835), architect/builder unknown, the building operated as an oil manufacturing business until 
1859 and ownership stayed within the Rodman family until 1890. 
 
A one story shed-roof “sunroom” addition exists on the north side of the building with an adjacent outdoor seating patio. 
The sunroom and outdoor patio are screened from the parking lot by a stand of mature trees and fencing.  This area is 
below grade of N Water Street due to sloping topography. 
 
PROPOSAL: The applicant is proposing two 
items within this application: a pergola and 
a building addition.  
PERGOLA: In March of this year, the 
applicant came before the Commission for 
a preliminary review of a solid roof 
structure to be used over the outdoor 
patio area. Based on the comments from 
the Commission members, the applicant is 
currently proposing a cedar pergola with a 
retractable tensile rain cover to be situated 
over the outdoor patio area and physically 
connected to the existing sunroom 
structure. The pergola proposal consists of 
all cedar lumber construction with rafters 
16” on center. There will be openings to 
accommodate the existing trees, it will be 
open all sides, and will utilize a retractable 
tensile rain cover to allow for use in 
inclement weather.  
 

72 N Water Street 

Proposed Pergola 
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BUILDING ADDITION: In 2018, the 
previous owner sought and received 
a Certificate to extend the existing 
one story sunroom eastward to 
accommodate the installation of a 
stone hearth oven and walk-up 
window service. This extension was 
constructed, and an existing air 
condenser and ductwork was 
relocated. The proposed new 
addition is planned to connect the 
newly constructed hearth area to a 
rear door on the east façade of the 
Candleworks Building. The addition 
is approximately 8’ X 12’ and will 
have a shallow sloped standing 
seam metal roof to match the 
existing. The walls will be stucco and painted to match existing. The existing exterior door to the hearth area will be 
removed and a new exterior entrance will be located on the east wall of the new addition.  
 
The applicant is proposing the new addition to facilitate operations and serve as a connector between two separate food 
preparation areas. The addition will serve as a connector between the hearth kitchen and the main kitchen. Currently the 
only access from the hearth kitchen to the main kitchen is for staff to walk through the dining area or exit to the exterior 
to gain entrance to the main kitchen. The existing opening from the hearth room to the sunroom dining area will be walled 
off.   
An existing mechanical air condenser and ductwork will be relocated and screened by a fence panel. 
 
STATEMENT OF APPLICABLE GUIDELINES: The Bedford Landing District Design Guidelines state the following relative to this 
proposal: 
 

NEW ADDITIONS: A sympathetically designed addition can provide needed functionality and space with minimal 
alterations to the historic fabric of a structure. Additions to historic buildings are permitted, providing the design, massing, 
detail and finish is compatible with the design of the original structure and does not detract from the character defining 
features of the building. An addition may radically alter the building’s appearance, and other options, such as altering the 
interior space or rehabilitating unused basement or attic space should be considered. The need for compatibility with the 
original structure does not preclude the use of contemporary design. 
 

CONTEXT Begin by looking at the existing building and nearby structures, including the relationship of the building 
to the site, to other buildings, the setbacks and yard width. If the addition is to appear to be an integral part of 
the original structure the design and details should mimic the original. If the addition is to be contemporary the 
design should closely interpret details of the original structure or its neighbors. Reinterpreted elements should 
not overwhelm original features.  
 
PLACEMENT If possible, the addition should be placed on a secondary or rear elevation to maintain the integrity 
of the street view of the original. Additions should be attached to existing buildings in such a way that the form 
and integrity of the original would not be damaged if the addition were removed.  
 
SCALE The scale of the addition should appear secondary in size to the original. An addition can be larger than a 
historic property if it does not appear so from the public way.  
 
MATERIALS AND TEXTURES Materials and textures should be compatible with the historic structure. If the addition 
is to appear part of the original structure, original design elements should be replicated as closely as possible. If 
the addition is to be contemporary, the materials and textures may be contemporary, but should be 

complementary and harmonious with the original. 

Proposed Building Addition 
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The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Buildings state the following relative to this proposal: 
 
A new exterior addition to a historic building should be considered in a rehabilitation project only after determining that 
requirements for a new or continuing use cannot be successfully met by altering non-significant interior spaces. If the 
existing building cannot accommodate such requirements in this way, then an exterior addition or, in some instances, 
separate new construction on a site may be acceptable alternatives. A new addition must preserve the building’s historic 
character, form, significant materials, and features. It must be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and design of the 
historic building while differentiated from the historic building. It should also be designed and constructed so that the 
essential form and integrity of the historic building would remain if the addition were to be removed in the future. 
 
FOR BOARD MEMBER CONSIDERATION: In 2006, the NBHC formulated and adopted a policy, The Priority of Historic 
Structures, in which all structures within the District were ranked according to their level of historical and architectural 
significance. The purpose of this ranking is to apply the suitable and consistent standard of review, documentation, and 
treatment for each individual property. 
 
The Rodman Candleworks is considered a “Priority 1” structure, as it is individually identified in the National Historic 
Landmark nomination for the District and is classified as “mission essential” in the New Bedford Whaling National 
Historical Park’s enabling legislation.  
 
Due to the Candleworks’ level of historical and architectural significance, the National Park Service, within its Historic 
Structures Report, recommends that the treatment approach for the structure is preservation as it is defined in The 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties.  
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: The proposed pergola is constructed of durable materials and will provide a light and open 
solution to allow three- season seating on the patio. The pergola is not connected directly to the historic resource and will 
be visually subordinate to the Candleworks, while being compatible in its function and execution. 
 
The proposed addition is located at the rear of the building and site, and maintains the existing form, height and materials 
of the existing sunroom. It utilizes an existing entry; however, it does require penetrations or intrusions into the 
Candleworks structure.  
 
Staff recommend the approval of both items with the suggestion that a condition be imposed to enclose and paint the 
relocated ductwork and exhaust to match the building. 
 

Example of pergola retractable tensile shade 


