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CITY OF NEW BEDFORD 
DEPARTMENT OF CITY PLANNING 

133 William Street ● Room 303 ● New Bedford, Massachusetts 02740 

(508) 979-1488 ● www.newbedford-ma.gov 

 

STAFF REPORT 
 

NEW BEDFORD HISTORICAL COMMISSION MEETING                                                                           May 3, 2021 
 
CASE # 2021.07: CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 
                      30 N Water St (Map 53 Lot 197)  
  

  OWNER:   Marder Management Corp.  
                       28 Union Street 

                                New Bedford, MA 02740 
 
APPLICANT:   Amelia Ruvich 
                              81 Bridge Street 

                               Fairhaven, MA 02719 
 
OVERVIEW: The applicant is leasing the ca.1928 Isaac Marder Building for the purpose of opening a restaurant and is 
seeking to rehabilitate the exterior and apply a wall sign to the front of the building. Two gooseneck lighting elements 
exist above the main entry.  
 
EXISTING CONDITIONS: The building’s stucco facades were painted several months ago without a Certificate with 
Valspar’s paint color “Greenish Gray”. New, unpainted roof ductwork has been installed with Staff’s permitting approval. 
The building’s front façade is a mix of stucco and natural red brick with black painted trim. 

 
PROPOSAL: The applicant is seeking a Certificate for the previous paint color VALSPAR “Greenish Gray” and the installation 
of a hand painted 41” H X 65” W wooden wall sign, to be attached to existing structural mounts. The proposed sign 
background is Valspar “Pomegranate Punch” with light blue lettering. The applicant has proposed custom neon signage 
for the windows; however, Staff informed the applicant that neon signage was not allowed within the District. 
 

 
 
 
 

Existing Union Street Facade Proposed Wall Sign 

http://www.newbedford-ma.gov/
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STATEMENT OF APPLICABLE GUIDELINES: The Bedford -
Landing District Design Guidelines state the following 
relative to this proposal: 
 
SIGNAGE: Signs should complement the architecture or site 
where they are placed as well as make a positive 
contribution to the District. The overall goal is to create 
signage which complements the architecture without 
creating visual clutter and which reflects the historic use of 
signage in the District.  

 
GENERAL GUIDELINES  

• All signs shall be installed in such a manner as to ensure 
that the installation does not create damage or loss of 
historic fabric and that the installation is temporary or 
reversible.  

• The size and shape of the sign should be proportionate 
with the scale of the structure.  

• Sign materials should be chosen to complement the property that the sign identifies.  

 

PAINT: The primary purpose of paint is to prevent moisture penetration, and paint is one of the least expensive ways to 
maintain a building’s historic fabric. Paint color also helps give the building its identity, and a good color scheme accents 
a building’s architectural features. A Certificate of Appropriateness is required to change the color of any structure in the 
District. 

• An appropriate historic color palette for the District has been developed by the New Bedford Preservation 
Coalition. 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: The proposed paint and signage is appropriate for the building and meets the standards of 
the District. The Commission may wish to condition the painting of the rooftop ductwork black prior to the issuance of a 
building permit.  

VALSPAR “GREENISH GRAY” VALSPAR “POMEGRANATE PUNCH” 


