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Case #4432:SPECIAL PERMIT 
   
Property: 87 Shawmut Avenue 
  Map:70, Lot:34 
 
Zoning: Residential B (RB)  
                   
Owner: Three Headed Dog, LLC 
 7 Farrell Court 
 W. Wareham, MA 02576 
  
Applicant: Richard Manning, Jr. Esq. 
/Agent 167 William Street 
 New Bedford, MA 02740 

 
 
 

Overview of Request: Notice is given of a public hearing on the petition of: Three Headed Dog, LLC (7 Farrell 
Court, W. Wareham, MA 02576) for a Special Permit under Chapter 9, Comprehensive Zoning Sections 2400 
(nonconforming uses & structures), 2410 (applicability), 2420 (nonconforming uses), 2421 (change or 
substantial extension of the use), 2422 (change from one nonconforming use to another, less detrimental, 
nonconforming use) and 5300-5330 & 5360-5390 (special permit); relative to property located at 87 Shawmut 
Avenue, Assessors’ map 70 lot 34 in a Residential B [RB] zoned district. The petitioner proposes to change the 
use of the existing structure to a Marine Repair Shop per plans filed.  
 
 
Under the zoning ordinance a change to an existing non-conforming structure for a another, less 
detrimental, nonconforming uses requires a special permit from the Zoning Board of Appeals. 

 
As with all Special Permits, the ZBA must determine that the benefit to the City and the neighborhood 
outweighs the adverse effects of the proposed use. To this end the board shall consider each of the following 
in its determination:  
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a) social, economic, or community needs which are served by the proposal;  
b) traffic flow and safety, including parking and loading;  
c) adequacy of utilities and other public services;  
d) neighborhood character and social structures;  
e) impacts on the natural environment; and potential fiscal impact, including impact on city services, tax 

base, and employment. 
have been no plans submitted thus far. 
  t 

Existing Conditions: The project site is 10,419 SF parcel with 46.38’+ of 
frontage on Shawmut Avenue, and a depth of 163.38’+ SF, located in a 
Residential B (RB) zoned district.  
 
There is an existing 2,160 SF, one-story commercial garage style building, 
consisting of a metal exterior, with a metal and tin roof cover. The 
structure hosts a small office area, three small bays and one large bay. 
Additionally, there is a small accessory structure located on the north side 
of the driveway. The subject property previously hosted an auto repair 
shop, known as “Joes Peters Transmissions”. 
 
The lot is predominately impervious, with an asphalt parking area 
encompassing the entire building on the east, west and north side of the 
site. A metal fence borders the eastern and northern property line.  
 
There is an existing curb cut driveway that provides access to the parking 
area and the rear metal garage structure from Shawmut Avenue.  
 
The immediate vicinity is predominantly residential with some 
commercial uses present. Directly abutting the site on all sides are 
residential dwellings. Directly east across Shawmut Avenue is a 
commercial multi- stall garage.   

 
Proposed Conditions: 
The petitioner is proposing to change the use of the existing structure to a Marine Repair Shop to include the 
repair of small boats and pleasure crafts per plans filed.  
 
Mr. Tremblay, the manager and owner of Three Headed Dog, LLC performs the work himself, mainly as a 
hobby. There are currently no employees. Nonetheless, if the petition is allowed and work on third party’s 
boats are permitted, the petitioner is proposing approximately two employees at the proposed location, 
between 8:30am-5pm: Monday-Friday, with occasional work on Saturdays. There are no deliveries proposed 
on the premises and limited customer interaction on site. 
 
The change of use of the premises to repair small boats and pleasure crafts in Residential B (RB) zoned district 
requires a special permit by the City of New Bedford Zoning Board of Appeals, therefore the petitioner is 
seeking relief for a special permit to allow for the change of use to operate a Marine Repair Shop. 
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In regard to the criteria necessary to grant the special permit, staff offers the following 
 
a.) Social, economic or community 
needs which are served by the 
proposal. The application states in this 
Coastal Community, the proposed use 
would address the specific need for a 
facility to undertake the rehabilitation 
and/or repair of small privately owned 
boats and pleasure crafts. Staff 
acknowledges the proposed use could 
potentially offer needed services to 
the “Coastal Community”. 
 
b.) Traffic flow and safety including 
parking/unloading. The petitioner 
states that parking would be on-
premise, toward the rear of the 
property. The petitioner also notes 
sufficient off street parking on 
Shawmut Avenue. Additionally, the application indicates due to limited hours of operation and limited 
capacity, traffic flow would be minimal. Staff acknowledges that Shawmut Avenue is a two-way street, with 
designated off street parking on one side of the street. 
 
c.) Adequacy of utilities and other public services. The petitioner states no new utilities are required, the 
existing utilities would be utilized for the project. Staff notes that there are adequate utility services serving 
the site for the proposed use.   
 
d.) Neighborhood character. The application indicates while the neighborhood is mainly residential, there 
are some commercial uses in the area such as a multi-stall garage in the immediate vicinity. Additionally, the 
petitioner notes due to the odd shape of the lot, all the business conducted would be in the building toward 
the rear of the property, not visible from the street. Staff acknowledges the neighborhood is predominantly 
residential with some commercial uses present.  
 
e.) Impacts on the natural environment/ and potential fiscal impact. The application indicates the proposal 
would not have any known natural environmental impacts. Additionally, the petitioner mentions due to the 
limited use of the property there would be limited fiscal impact except for possible state sales tax and income 
tax. Staff acknowledges the proposal would allow a nonconforming commercial business to operate in a 
residential B (RB) zoned district. 
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 87 Shawmut Avenue Map:70, Lot:34 
NOTE: Property line is approximate; for discussion purposes, only. 

 


