
Memo 
Re:New Bedford Historical Commission 
Prospective solar installation at 23 Centre St. 
Commercial Solar Guy - 1213 Purchase St. New Bedford MA 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
My name is Adam Gent and I am a local solar engineer who has been contacted by Fiber Optic Center to explore the installation of 
a small array atop their owner occupied building located at 23 Centre St.  While it may not be pursuant to the approval process, I 
would like to note that I am a New Bedford native who has also lived downtown NB (corner of Union and Acushnet Ave) for over 7 
years before relocating to Fairhaven.  I have the utmost respect for our cities history and architecture, and will take every precaution 
to ensure the aesthetics are appropriate for the region.  
 
The system proposed consists of (14) 370 watt solar modules arranged symmetrically around the southern facing where it will 
receive ideal sun exposure. The modules will be installed flush to the new composite shingle roof and will be uniform, solid black in 
color. Due to the height of the building there should be negligible visual effect from the street level.  

 

  
        Figure 1: East Facing View Figure 2: Top Down View    Figure 3: Street Level View 
 
The modules will create DC current electricity that must be converted into AC current electricity in order to supply the building with 
usable kWh’s.  To accomplish with minimal visual impact, I propose the use of micro-inverter technology, with allows the conversion 
to happen underneath each discrete module, hidden from sight.  The routing of the AC current electricity down the main electrical 
panel located within the facilities garage (green doors shown above).  To accomplish this with no visual impact, we propose to send 
the ¾” galvanized conduit down 4 floors through the interior of the building, avoiding unsightly conduit down exposed exterior west 
side of the facility. The electricity will then be aggregated into a special subpanel to be located inside next to the main electrical 
service panel.  
 

.     Figure 4: Concealed micro-inverter         Figure 5: Combiner Subpanel     Figure 6: Penetration flashing 
 
 

Lastly, the electric utility (Eversource) will require a safety disconnect switch and solar production meter to be located on the exterior 
of the building to be accessible to first responders in the case of an emergency.  We propose this be located next to the existing gas 
and electric service entrance located at the bottom left of the new mural on the east side of the building.  
 



We sincerely appreciate your time in evaluating this proposal, and we hope to help our hometown further reduce its carbon footprint, 
one installation at a time.  Below is a brief snapshot of the benefits that we anticipate this small installation will bring to our region. 

 
 
Submitted for your consideration, 
Adam Gent 
Director 
Commercial Solar Guy 
1213 Purchase St. New Bedford 02740 
 

 


