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Funding applications are reviewed by the Community Preservation Committee (CPC) on an annual basis. The 
CPC submits to the City Council recommendations of projects to be funded, with the amount and fund 
category.  City Council can approve the recommendation; reduce the amount recommended; or reject the 
recommendations.  The City Council approval process takes a minimum of two meetings of the Council. This 
timeframe cannot be accurately predicted: therefore, the project award date below is an estimate and could 
be subject to change. 

 
 

* Due to Covid-19, the Step II Project Application submission process will be provided to all Step II applicants in mid-
October to allow all to plan accordingly.  
  

FY21 Application Cycle Timeline 

 TIMELINE/DEADLINE 

 
Interested organizations and individuals attend the FY21 Technical 
Workshop (strongly recommended) 

September 3, 2020 6:00 p.m. 
VIRTUAL MEETING 

 Applicants submit STEP I Eligibility Determination Form 
Due by noon on September 25, 2020 

ELECTRONIC SUBMISSION  

 CPC responds to STEP I Eligibility Determination Form  By October 2, 2020 

 Applicants submit STEP II Project Application * 
Due by noon on November 13, 2020  

SUBMISSION PROCESS TBD 

 
CPC invites applicants to present their project to the committee and 
general and gathers public input at public meetings. 

January 2021 

 CPC submits recommendations to City Council March 2021 

 City Council votes on CPC recommendations April-May 2021 

 CPC issues award letters June 2021 

 Grant agreements executed After July 1, 2021 

 I. APPLICATION and REVIEW PROCESS TIMELINE 
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  II. APPLICATION STEPS 
 
 

Application Overview 
 

Before you start: All applicants are strongly encouraged to thoroughly review the entire application packet instructions, 
Eligibility Determination Form, and Project Application.  A review of the CPA Plan to learn more about CPA, the CPC, the 
application process, and the expectations that exist for a successful project is also strongly suggested.  If you have any 
questions regarding your project’s eligibility, the application process, or CPA in general, please call or email the Community 
Preservation Coordinator at (508)979-1488 or CPA@NewBedford-MA.gov.  
 

STEP ❶ Submit Project Eligibility Determination Form 

Due to the complexity of the CPA, the application is a two-step process.  Project applicants must begin the application 
process by submitting a brief STEP I Eligibility Determination Form.  This form is found in the application packet within 
the CPA Plan Appendices and on the Community Preservation Committee’s website.   

The STEP I Eligibility Determination Form enables a clear understanding as to whether a project is eligible under CPA 
legislation prior to the applicant submitting the STEP II Project Application. This determination does not guarantee CPA 
funding will be recommended for a project; it is to determine if a project meets the basic requirements of the CPA 
legislation.  Please refer to the DOR Allowable Use Chart on page 12 for guidance on if your project is eligible for CPA. 

The CPC will review the eligibility form and invite eligible projects to submit a STEP II Project Application.  The CPC reserves 
the right to notify applicants as to their proposal’s CPA eligibility after the deadline if it requires a legal opinion to 
definitively determine eligibility. 

DEADLINE Step I Submission 

Applicants must submit an electronic copy of the form (fillable PDF available online) per the instructions 
provided no later than noon on Friday, September 25, 2020.  Late or incomplete forms will not be accepted. 

 
STEP ❷ Submit Project Application  
 

COMPLETE THIS STEP ONLY IF YOUR PROJECT IS INVITED TO SUBMIT A FULL APPLICATION 
Applicants whose projects are deemed eligible for CPA funding under STEP I will be invited to submit a STEP II Project 
Application. Please review all Application Instructions before beginning the application. Once submitted, an application 
may not be amended without an affirmative majority vote of the CPC. 

 

DEADLINE Step II Submission 

Project applications are due no later than noon on Friday, November 13, 2020.   
 

Applicants must submit to the Community Preservation Coordinator the following: 

1. One digital copy, on a flash drive, of ALL applications materials is required. Submission must include an original 

PDF file (NOT a scanned PDF) of the application form. All attachments (pdf form) and high-resolution copies of 

all photos (jpeg form) must be separate documents from the application. 

2. FOR THE APPLICATION ONLY: Due to Covid-19, physical copies of the application will not be required for the FY21 

application submission.   

The FY21 submission process will be provided to all Step II applicants in mid-October.   Late or incomplete applications 

will not be accepted.  
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The following details the application review process as well as the procedure for final approval and funding by City Council. 

❶ CPC Evaluation of Applications, Public Review, and Recommendations 

1. APPLICATION REVIEW: The CPC will review all project applications and evaluate each against the priorities 
established in its most recent Community Preservation Plan. In deciding how to allocate funds in any given funding 
round, the committee may also account for other relevant factors at the time the applications are being 
considered. These factors may include but are not limited to the amount of funding available; anticipated future 
balances; the distribution of past funds among the four eligible categories of projects; bonding obligations and 
debt service; the diversity of applicants; the applicants' history before the CPC; their past performance and 
compliance; and the ability to fully or partially fund projects. See page 10 for further information on the evaluation 
standards and criteria. 
 

2. PROJECT PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS: The CPC will invite applicants or their representatives to meet with the 
committee to present their project to the public and to discuss questions the members might have regarding their 
applications. Public notice will be made of any such meetings. 

 
3. SITE VISITS: When appropriate, the committee may ask to visit the site of the proposed project. 

 
4. DETERMINATION:  After reviewing, the CPC will issue one of three determinations for each project: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. CONDITIONS:  The CPC reserves the right to attach conditions, such as conservation or preservation restrictions, 
to its recommendations and to include any specifications the CPC deems appropriate to ensure CPA compliance 
and project performance.  It is the practice of the CPC to require all applicants who receive funding for the 
historical preservation or rehabilitation of a building to place a perpetual preservation restriction on the building 
as a condition of receiving CPA funding. The CPC also requires a public access agreement where relevant. All land 
acquired with CPA funds must be perpetually preserved for the purpose for which it was acquired. 

 

 

• Recommended for funding - The application has been selected and a funding amount with conditions 
will be submitted to the City Council for consideration.  City Council can approve, reject, or reduce the 
recommendation.  

• Accepted for future consideration of funding - The project is desirable but other projects were deemed 
higher priority. The application will not be recommended to the City Council during the current round. A 
funding recommendation may be considered in future rounds if funds become available. The applicant 
will not need to submit a new application for the project. 

• Not recommended for funding - The applicant will be notified in writing the reason the project was not 
recommended for funding. This determination could mean: 

o The project was desirable but other projects were deemed higher priority and the CPC chose 
not to recommend funding at this time. The applicant will be invited to re-submit the STEP I 
Eligibility Determination Form in the next funding cycle; or 

o The project, as submitted, will not be reconsidered at subsequent funding rounds. If the 
applicant desires to resubmit, the application process must submit a new STEP I Eligibility 
Determination Form and it is recommended the new project proposal address any deficiencies 
in the initial application. 

 

III. APPLICATION REVIEW and RECOMMENDATION PROCESS 
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❷ Grantee Review of Recommended Funding and Conditions  

The CPC’s funding recommendations shall be made public and provided to each applicant prior to its submission to City 
Council to ensure that any conditions required by the CPC as the result of its review and approval are found to be 
acceptable to the applicant.  Draft language for any property restriction shall be provided to the applicant for review.  See 
page 5 item 11 for details regarding property restrictions. Any substantial changes requested to the funding 
recommendation will need to be approved by the CPC prior to the Committee’s recommendation to the City Council. 

 

❸ City Council Submission and Vote 

The CPC will present its recommendations for funding to the City Council, which has the final authority to award funds 
from New Bedford’s Community Preservation Act Fund. The City Council has the authority to approve a project, approve 
the project at a reduced funding level, or reject the project. Should the City Council vote to reduce recommended funding 
or reject a recommended project, the CPC will have an opportunity to respond and/or to adjust the scope or terms of the 
project prior to a final decision by the City Council, as established in the New Bedford Community Preservation Committee 
Ordinance. 

 

❹ Grant Agreement, Disbursement, and Monitoring of Funding  

NON-CITY ORGANIZATIONS:  The CPC, acting through the City, will execute a grant agreement with each non-city 
organization that is awarded CPA funds. The grant agreement will govern the use and disbursement of the funds. It will 
be tailored to each project but will include standard CPA Grant Agreement General Conditions. The Community 
Preservation Act Coordinator will monitor project progress and compliance and will coordinate disbursement of CPA Funds 
according to the CPA Funds Disbursement Guidelines. The City reserves the right to establish a phased disbursement 
system with the Grantee to coincide with funded project phases with the exception of the final 10% of the project funds, 
which will be released upon completion of the project and submission of the Project Closeout Report. 

CITY DEPARTMENTS: The CPC will execute a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) with any city department awarded CPA 
funds. The MOA will govern the city departments’ use of the funds. 

 

❺ CPA Funding Acknowledgement 

 
CPA FUNDING ACKNOWLEDGEMENT: Projects receiving CPA funding will be required to credit this source of funding.   
 
Signage: Upon commencement of the Project, all projects agree to post, in an appropriate location mutually acceptable 
to the applicant and the CPC, a temporary sign, provided by the City, stating the project was funded through the City of 
New Bedford Community Preservation Act.  If a project chooses to install a permanent sign or other form of public display 
acknowledging project funding sources and benefactors, the CPA must be included. 

Written materials: All written materials including final reports, studies, press releases, brochures, etc., will acknowledge 
the receipt of CPA funding for the project.   

Acknowledgment of the funding should read as:  City of New Bedford Community Preservation Act 

 

 

 

 

http://3t848o30ike211t7x11nzgxi.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/planning/wp-content/uploads/sites/46/community-preservation/CPC-COMMITTEE-ORD.pdf
http://3t848o30ike211t7x11nzgxi.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/planning/wp-content/uploads/sites/46/community-preservation/CPC-COMMITTEE-ORD.pdf
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  IV. GENERAL INFORMATION FOR ALL APPLICANTS 
 

In preparing for the submission of these materials, applicants should be mindful of the following: 

1. ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS: The applicant, or in the case of multiple applicants—at least one applicant for each 
project requesting CPA funding must be representative of one of three categories:  

a. City of New Bedford department or division  
b. Organization legally registered in Massachusetts 
c. Individual proposing a CPA eligible project on property they own themselves  

Anyone interested in applying for CPA funding, but does not fall into one of these categories, will need to partner 
with an eligible co-applicant to serve as a fiscal conduit and be able to manage project finances.  

2. PROJECTS ON CITY PROPERTY: The Community Preservation Committee requires the City of New Bedford be the 
LEAD applicant on all projects proposed on City property. Please refer to the City Property Project Guidelines on 
page 7.  The co-applicant, if applicable, can be an organization or individual.  

3. MULTIPLE APPLICATIONS: If an organization or city department is submitting multiple applications, applicant must 
indicate a priority ranking of projects. 

4. OFF-CYCLE APPLICATIONS:  The CPC reserves the right to entertain applications for funding outside of the annual 
funding cycle.  Under extraordinary circumstances, the CPC may vote to accept applications that, because of market 
opportunities or other circumstances, require consideration outside of the normal funding cycle. Applicants who 
believe their circumstances call for such unusual action may contact the Community Preservation Coordinator to 
discuss the possible submission of an off-cycle application.   

5. SUPPLANTING: CPA funds can be used to match other funding sources. However, supplanting is not permitted. CPA 
funds cannot be used to reimburse funds paid from other sources. 

6. QUOTES and COST ESTIMATES: Applicants must obtain at least two professionally prepared, detailed quotes for 
project costs whenever possible. If such quotes are not available, detailed cost estimates prepared by a qualified 
professional may be used, provided the basis of the estimates is fully explained. 

7. MATCHING FUNDS: Implementing cost-saving measures and leveraging other funding or in-kind donations is strongly 
encouraged.  

8. PROCUREMENT: The state’s procurement laws may apply to your project, so it is important to review the 
Procurement Guidelines on page 8 of these instructions.  These laws apply to all projects occurring on city property. 

9. HISTORIC RESOURCES PROJECTS: For these applications, documentation that the building, structure, vessel, real 
property, document, or artifact is listed on the State Register of Historic Places or has been determined by the New 
Bedford Historical Commission to be significant in the history, archeology, architecture, or culture of New Bedford is 
required. Please review the Historic Project Guidelines on page 9 of these instructions. 

10. ACQUISITION: For acquisition of an interest in real estate, property value will need to be established through 
procedures “customarily accepted by the appraising profession as valid.” Applicants for acquisition projects are 
encouraged to include an appraisal from a qualified professional. CPA funds may be requested to pay for an appraisal, 
but this may delay a CPA funding award. Please include the estimated of the number of acres to be acquired if project 
is applying under the Open Space category. 
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11. PROPERTY RESTRICTIONS:  If CPA funds are used to acquire any real property interest, a permanent restriction must 
be secured and approved by the appropriate state agency and filed at the Registry of Deeds.  Restrictions are legal 
documents that place limitations on the use of a property. These restrictions apply to all future owners of the property 
and can’t easily be changed or removed by subsequent owners.  The four restrictions used in CPA projects are:  

• Open Space Conservation and Outdoor Recreation Projects: Conservation Restrictions will be approved by the 
MA Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs (EOEEA)  

• Community Housing Projects: Affordable Housing Restrictions will be approved by the MA Department of Housing 
and Community Development (DHCD)  

• Open Space Agricultural Projects: Agricultural Preservation Restrictions will be approved by the MA Dept. of 
Agricultural Resources (DAR)  

• Historic Projects: Preservation Restrictions will be approved by the Massachusetts Historical Commission. 
 

The applicant will be responsible for all costs associated with the property restrictions including, but not limited to, 
legal fees associated with the review of the document on behalf of the applicant and Registry of Deeds recording fees.  
Applicants should incorporate the fees into the soft costs associated with their projects. 

12. PUBLIC DOCUMENTS: All application materials will be posted on the city’s CPA website for public review. At the time 
of submission, applicants must notify the CPA Coordinator if any information included in their submission is 
confidential and should be redacted. Please redact any private financial information such as account numbers prior 
to submitting your application. 

13. QUESTIONS: Contact the CPA Coordinator at CPA@newbedford-ma.gov or at (508)979-1488 with any questions. For 
more information, applicants can also visit the City of New Bedford’s website at ww.newbedford-
ma.gov/planning/community-preservation/ 

 

  

mailto:CPA@newbedford-ma.gov
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City Property Project Guidelines 

Proposing CPA Projects on City Property 

The Community Preservation Committee requires the City of New Bedford be the lead applicant on all projects proposed 
on city property. A letter from the relevant city department confirming the department agrees to be the lead applicant 
on the project must be submitted along with the Step I Eligibility Determination Form. The partnering organization or 
individual will be the co-applicant for the project. 

It is up to the discretion of the relevant city department to agree to be the lead applicant on the proposed project. City 
departments will make the determination of their participation on the project based on the alignment of the project with 
city priorities; the Master Plan; the Open Space and Recreation Plan (if applicable); connections with already planned 
work; funding availability; and/or staff availability to serve as project partners. The applicant will be required to contact 
the relevant city department to discuss the feasibility of the project and obtain department’s willingness to partner on the 
proposed project and formal, written permission. 

This requirement extends to all public land. If you are considering proposing a project on state owned land, please contact 
the relevant authority. A letter from the relevant governmental body confirming its status as the lead applicant on the 
project must be submitted along with the Step I Eligibility Determination Form. 

PROCUREMENT REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL PROJECTS ON PUBLIC PROPERTY 

The Community Preservation Act requires all projects implemented on public property, whether implemented by the City 
or a community group, follow state procurement and prevailing wage laws. Community groups proposing to manage a 
project on City property must have the capacity to follow these laws. More information is available in an article on the CPA 

and procurement laws from the Community Preservation Coalition and summary charts prepared by the Office of the Inspector 
General. 

NOTE: The procurement and prevailing wage laws are complicated – each apply in various ways depending on 
circumstances of the situation and sometimes exemptions may apply. It is important to review the Procurement 
Guidelines for CPA projects (page 8) and the Massachusetts Inspector General’s Office website.  

CITY DEPARTMENTS MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT 

The CPC will execute a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) with each city department awarded CPA funds. The MOA will 
govern the departments’ use of the funds. The co-applicant(s) will be included on the MOA. 
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Procurement Guidelines 

PROCUREMENT LAWS 

The procurement laws are multiple state statutes that deal with various aspects of municipal procurement including 
building construction, public works construction, design services, supplies, services, and real property. In addition, 
prevailing wage laws apply for construction projects undertaken by public entities in the state as well as to some limited 
services provided to the state. The procurement and prevailing wage laws are complicated – each apply in various ways 
depending on circumstances of the situation and sometimes exemptions may apply.  

The Community Preservation Act Coordinator will work with CPA grantees to ensure the proper method of procurement 
is undertaken. For the purposes of describing the applicability of procurement laws to CPA projects, there are three main 
categories CPA projects could fall into: capital improvement projects, the purchase of real property, and contracting for 
professional services. Each of these three project categories must adhere to different procurement laws as explained in 
more detail below. 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS: (MGL c.149 and c.30 §.39M) Capital improvement projects are “brick and mortar” 
projects such as creation of a new playground, restoration of a building, construction of housing, wetlands restoration, 
etc. The matrix below very generally describes how the procurement laws may apply to the various types of capital 

improvement projects, depending on who owns the property and who administers the project. 

Property Owner Project Administrator Do procurement and prevailing wage laws apply? 
Municipality/State/Other public 
entity 

Municipality/State/Other public 
entity 

YES 

Municipality/State/Other public 
entity 

Community Group (e.g., PTO, 
friends group, neighborhood 
association, etc.) 

YES* 

Private entity (non-profit 
organization, private citizen, etc.) 

Private entity NO 

Municipally owned and leased by 
private entity 

Private leasing entity POSSIBLY** 

*Note: Even if a service is discounted or donated, prevailing wage may still apply.  

**Note: For complex situations, an opinion from municipal counsel or the Attorney General’s Office may be needed. 
 

ACQUISITION OF REAL PROPERTY: (MGL c.30B) Acquisition of real property includes buying land, buildings, artifacts, or a 
real estate interest (such as a deed restriction). The purchasing laws (c.30B) that apply to acquisition of real property using 
public funds deal with how to establish fair market value. This area of the law makes a special exception specifically for 
real property acquired with Community Preservation Act funds. The Community Preservation Act (MGL c.44B s.5(f)) states 
that “Section 16 of chapter 30B shall not apply to the acquisition by a city or town of real property or an interest therein . 
. . no such real property, or interest therein, shall be acquired . . . for a price exceeding the value of the property as 
determined by such city or town through procedures customarily accepted by the appraising profession as valid.” The 
bottom line is: Acquisitions of real property interests under CPA are exempt from MGL c.30B, but you must get an appraisal 
prior to acquiring any real property interest. And the municipality cannot appropriate more than the appraised value to 
acquire the real property interest. 

CONTRACTING PROFESSIONAL SERVICES: (MGL c.7 § 44-57 and c.30B) Contracting professional services includes hiring a 
housing consultant, planner, appraiser, landscape architect, etc. MGL c.7 §44-57 applies when procuring design services 
for public building projects and establishes a designer selection process for construction projects in which the Design Fee 
is at least $30,000.00 and the project will cost at least $300,000.00. Prevailing wage does not apply to these types of design 
services. MGL c.30B applies to other professional services and establishes three monetary thresholds that trigger different 
selection and procurement procedures, with the most latitude established for contract amounts under $10K. If a contract 
is between $10K and $50K, then three quotes must be solicited. And, for contracts at and over $50K, sealed bids or 

proposals are required. 
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Historic Resources Project Guidelines 
 

To be determined eligible for CPA funding, a historic resource must either be listed on the State Register of Historic Places 
or be determined “significant in the history, archaeology, architecture or culture” of New Bedford by the Historical 
Commission. 

If you are unsure whether your property is on the State Register of Historic Places, please see the Massachusetts Cultural 

Resource Information System (MACRIS); note that properties in Local Historic Districts are automatically added to the State 
Register. If your proposed project is for a historic resource that is not listed on the State Register of Historic Places, you 
must submit the project proposal to the Historical Commission for a determination of significance. You do not need to 
receive a determination of significance prior to CPC review of your Eligibility Determination Form. 
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  IV.  EVALUATION STANDARDS and CRITERIA 
 
 

General Evaluation Criteria 

All projects must be eligible for the Community Preservation Act (CPA) funding according to the requirements described 
in the CPA legislation (Chapter 44B of Massachusetts General Laws).  
 
Following is the Primary and Secondary criteria by which the CPC reviews and scores each application. The Community 
Preservation Committee gives preference to proposals which address as many of the following primary and secondary 
criteria as possible. 
 
 

Primary Criteria  
Projects will meet the primary criteria below: 
 

• Consistency with the current Community Preservation Plan and other local planning documents; 

• Capacity to serve multiple needs and populations;  

• Could serve as a catalyst for transformative change; 

• Addresses a long-standing or urgent need in the community or urgency to take advantage of a time-sensitive 

opportunity; 

• Demonstrate a long-term, feasible strategy for ongoing maintenance of the CPA funded project.; 
 

Secondary Criteria 
Projects are encouraged to meet one or more of the secondary criteria below: 
 

• Leverages other public and private funding resources to the greatest extent possible (e.g. matching grant); 

• Meets multiple CPA goals (i.e., blended projects); 

• Capacity to serve a currently under-served population;  

• Provides evidence of community support, such as endorsement letters from community groups, city departments and 

boards, or public officials; 

• Improves accessibility for all members of the community; 

• The applicant/applicant team has successfully implemented projects of similar type and scale or has demonstrated the 

ability and competency to implement the project as proposed. 
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Category Specific Criteria 

In addition to the Primary and Secondary Criteria, the CPC also evaluates each application using the following category 
specific criteria. 

 

 

 

in Open Space, Historic Preservation, Affordable Housing and Recreation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Open Space Criteria 

• Project protects drinking water quantity and quality; 

• Project preserves and/or protects the city’s variety of water resources; 

• Project preserves and/or expands the city’s network of parks, open spaces and trails; 

• Project improves and/or protects the waterfront for recreational use, improve access to and enhance the 
aesthetic experience of the waterfront; 

• Project provides opportunities for passive recreation and environmental education, including waterfront 
amenities; 

• Project preserves strategic tracts of undeveloped land and parcels adjacent to existing permanently protected 

open space; and/or 

• Project restores filled wetlands or otherwise degraded wetlands.  
 

 

Historic Resources Criteria 

• Project is located at a pivotal or visually prominent site whose location is an indicator for the future well-being 
(or decline) of a neighborhood;   

• Project has the potential to benefit the community at large in terms of environmental/aesthetic contribution, 
historical value, social/cultural value, or economic development; 

• The resource is of notable and distinctive architectural or cultural significance; 

• Resource building envelope requires immediate attention, putting resource at risk for significant damage or 
loss if unaddressed. 
 

Recreation Criteria 

• Projects expands the range of outdoor recreational opportunities available to residents of all ages and abilities; 

• Project expands recreational opportunities for those segments of the population that are underserved given the 

current location of existing recreational lands and unique needs of different segments of the community; 

• Project promotes the creative use of greenways, waterways and other corridors, including connecting corridors 

to create safe and healthful non-motorized transportation and exercise opportunities; 

• Project expands waterfront accessibility and use while promoting water-based recreational activities; 

• Preserves and enhances the aesthetic experience of the city’s greenspace and waterways. 

 

 

Community Housing Criteria 

• Project demonstrates a housing need of an underserved population; 

• Project utilizes a historic or existing building; 

• Project incorporates universal access within its design; 

• Project demonstrates a high degree of sustainability and low energy use; 

• Project provides affordable rental and affordable ownership opportunities. 
 



 

 

Community Preservation Act Funding Allowable Uses 

 Open Space Recreational Land Historic Resources Community Housing 

 Land to protect existing and future well 
fields, aquifers and recharge areas, 
watershed land, agricultural land, 
grasslands, fields, forest land, fresh and 

salt water marshes and other wetlands, 
ocean, river, stream, lake and pond 

frontage, beaches, dunes and other 
coastal lands, lands to protect scenic 

vistas, land for wildlife or nature preserve 

and land for recreational use. 

Land for active or passive 

recreational use including, but not 
limited to, the use of land for 
community gardens, trails, and 

noncommercial youth and adult 
sports, and the use of land as a park, 
playground or athletic field. 

 

Does not include horse or dog racing 

or the use of land for a stadium, 
gymnasium or similar structure. 

 
Building, structure, vessel, real 
property, document or artifact 
listed on the state register of 
historic places or determined by 

the New Bedford Historical 
Commission to be significant in 
the history, archeology, 
architecture or culture of the city 
or town. 

 
Housing for low- and moderate-
income individuals and families, 
including low- or moderate-
income seniors. 

 
Moderate income is less than 

100%, and low income is less 

than 80%, of US HUD Area Wide 

Median Income. 

Acquisition 
Obtain property interest by gift, purchase, devise, 
grant, rental, rental purchase, lease or otherwise. 
Only includes eminent domain taking as provided 

by G.L. c. 44B. 

 

Yes 

 

Yes 

 

Yes 

 

Yes 

Creation 
To bring into being or cause to exist. 

Seideman v. City of Newton, 452 Mass. 472 (2008). 

 
Yes 

 
Yes 

 
No 

 
Yes 

Preservation 
Protect personal or real property from injury, 

harm or destruction. 

 

Yes 
 

Yes 
 

Yes 
 

Yes 

Support 
Provide grants, loans, rental assistance, security 

deposits, interest-rate write downs or other forms 

of assistance directly to individuals and families 

who are eligible for community housing, or to 

entity that owns, operates or manages such 

housing, for the purpose of making housing 

affordable. 

 

 

 

No 

 

 

 

No 

 

 

 

No 

 
 

Yes, includes funding 

for Affordable Housing 

Trust Fund 

Rehabilitation and Restoration 
Make capital improvements, or extraordinary 

repairs to make assets functional for intended use, 
including improvements to comply with federal, 
state or local building or access codes or federal 

standards for rehabilitation of historic properties. 

 
 

Yes, if acquired or created 

with CPA funds 

 

 
Yes 

 

 
Yes 

 
 

Yes, if acquired or 
created with CPA funds 
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CPA COMPARATIVE EVALUATION CRITERIA 

NARRATIVE CRITERION 
HIGHLY 

ADVANTAGEOUS 
5 Points 

ADVANTAGEOUS 
3 Points 

LEAST 
ADVANTAGEOUS 

1 Point 

DOES NOT MEET 
CRITERIA  
0 Points 

POINTS 

 
PRIMARY 
CRITERIA 

 

Is the proposed project consistent with the 
current Community Preservation Plan and other 
local planning documents? 

     

Does the project have the capacity to serve 
multiple needs and populations? 

     

Could the project serve as a catalyst for 
transformative change? 

     

Does the project address long-standing or urgent 
needs in the community? 

     

Does the proposed project demonstrate a long-
term, feasible strategy for ongoing maintenance 
of the CPA funded project? 

     

Quality of  
Application 

Does the application clearly articulate the project 
in detail? 

     

Does the application include a demonstration of 
critical need?  

     

Does the project include evidence of broad 
community support?   

     

Does the project include a feasible plan for long 
term maintenance?  

     

Capacity & 
Experience 

Does the applicant have the experience and 
qualifications to meet their intended project 
goals?  

     

Has the applicant demonstrated past experience 
in implementing a similar type project? 

     

Does the application identify the names and roles 
of all project participants and their demonstrated 
experience and capacity to complete the project? 

     

Financial 
Administration 

Leverages other public and private funding 
resources to the greatest extent possible (e.g. 
matching grant)?   

     

Budget is reasonable and verifiable and includes 
evidence of funding commitments?  

     

Applicant has demonstrated ability to oversee 
project funding? 

     

TOTAL POINTS  
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