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June 11, 2020 

Councilor Hugh Dunn, Chairman 
Committee on Ordinances 
133 William Street 
New Bedford, MA 02740 
 
RE:  ORDINANCE TEXT AMENDMENT  

CASE #20-21: Definitions for Fish Processing, Seafood Products, & Light Manufacturing 
  
 

Dear Chairman Dunn: 
 
This is to advise you of Planning Board action on Wednesday, June 10, 2020 regarding the proposed 
request for amending the City of New Bedford Zoning By-laws, Chapter 9 – Comprehensive Zoning to 
Chapter 9, Section 1200 by inserting or amending the following definitions: Fish processing: A process 
by which harvested seafood is eviscerated, resulting in a byproduct. Seafood products: The portions of 
seafood remaining for consumption after processing. Light manufacturing: Fabrication, assembly, 
processing, finishing work of packaging, including seafood products, but excluding fish processing.  
The Planning Board sends a favorable recommendation for this proposal.  
 
Chair Kathryn Duff summarized the key definitions and explained the proposed amendments as they related to 
zoning. She noted the existing definition for light manufacturing in the city zoning code allows for the following in 
industrial zones: fabrication, assembly, processing, finishing work or packaging, but excludes fish processing. 
Therefore, the proposed revision to the Light Manufacturing definition would allow the following in Industrial 
zones: Fabrication, assembly, processing, finishing work of packaging, including seafood products, but excluding 
fish processing.  She further explained that the definition for Fish Processing would be changed to: A process by 
which harvested seafood is eviscerated, resulting in a by-product. Which would be a changed from: A process by 
which harvested seafood, or by-product of harvested seafood, is cleaned, cut and otherwise prepared or cooked 
for sale in bulk. A new definition would be added for Seafood products: The portions of seafood remaining for 
consumption after processing.  
 
In summary the changes would allow seafood products ready for consumption to be prepared in Industrial 
Zones wherever light manufacturing is allowed.  
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At the hearing, Assistant City Solicitor Blair Bailey addressed questions from the board members 
regarding the proposal.  
 
Addressing questions regarding the existing industrial zoned areas proximity to residential areas.  
Attorney Bailey noted that many of the locations that are close to residential areas are very small and 
from a logistics standpoint it is unlikely that any of these seafood product facilities would go in those 
locations due to size. He also noted that in relation to concerns for the transit-oriented districts a new 
ordinance is forthcoming which could prohibit these facilities in that district, additionally site plan 
review can be used as a mechanism to protect abutters from impacts.  
 
Regarding questions of site operational issues. He referenced a letter submitted from the Port of New 
Bedford Director, Ed Antes-Washburn that explained the processes for these facilities. He explained that 
traffic would be reviewed like any industrial project and this use in terms of traffic would not be any 
different than other uses currently allowed in the industrial zone. He explained that the seafood by-
products are predominantly coming in by truck from out of the city and not actually from the waterfront. 
So, logistically it would be better for these facilities to have location not along the waterfront where it is 
are more difficult to access via truck. He noted that since these are products past the evisceration part 
of the process there is virtually no odor.  
 
Attorney Bailey noted that many of the board concerns such as odor control, traffic, waste management, 
air quality control testing would actually be part of the site plan review processes, which most of these 
facilities would be required to go through.   
 
Chair Duff read four letters of support into the record at the hearing, which are in the planning board 
case file. The letters were from Mr. Mike Livingstone on behalf of Eastern Fisheries, Mr. Ed Antes-
Washburn on behalf of The Port of New Bedford, Mr. Derek Santos on behalf of the Greater New Bedford 
Industrial Foundation, and Ms. Elizabeth Isherwood on behalf of the Greater New Bedford Industrial 
Foundation.  
 
The following spoke or were recorded in favor of the request: Mr. Mike Livingstone, Eastern Fisheries 
(14 Hervey Tichon Avenue New Bedford, MA) spoke in favor of the proposal. Mr. Livingstone explained 
that seafood processing facilities need quite a bit of land. For example, the current location his business 
is looking at is 9 acres. Regarding traffic he noted his proposed facility would see approximately 12 trucks 
a day in and out the facility; which is in line with and below activity at other industrial sites. He noted 
there really is no smell with these products, but the industry would be willing to comply with any air 
quality testing standard required. He further explained that the products come in as fresh frozen product 
that has previously been headed, gutted, and frozen prior to its transport to their facility. There is no 
blood, guts, or other run off the truck or facility. He explained the previous definition was limiting to 
seafood product processing as the product needs to be cut but the product these facilities are working 
with is clean and ready to be eaten product. Their process and machines skin, filet, and cut the fish so it 
is ready for consumption. It is ready for a chef to use or a customer to buy at the grocery store. He 
explained that all parts of the seafood products processed in their facility are used and nothing is thrown 
away. Lastly, he noted that his business is a third-generation family business that has always been in 
New Bedford and they wish to remain in the city. They have been seeking a new location for some time 



 
 

but there is no suitable location of the size required along the waterfront. This amendment would allow 
them to expand and stay within the city. He noted the industrial park has supported their proposal.  
 
Mr. Derek Santos, on behalf of the Greater New Bedford Industrial Foundation (1213 Purchase Street 
New Bedford, MA) spoke in favor of the proposal. He noted the Industrial Foundation had submitted a 
letter in support of the Eastern Fisheries project to the building department and noted his email that 
was read by the Chair.  He explained the Industrial Foundation is in support as they define seafood 
product facilities as advanced manufacturing. These facilities are using state of the art technology and 
logistics practices.  Further, he noted these types of facilities would be required to and would meet all 
requirements of site plan review. Therefore, the Industrial Foundation is in unanimous support of this 
amendment and these types of facilities.   
 
No one spoke in opposition of the request.  
 
Board members discussed the proposed amendment and the comments received during the public 
hearing.  Chair Duff recommended that add air quality controls to be included in Site Plan review for 
these facilities. 
 
After closing the public hearing, a motion was made in the affirmative to recommend amending the City 
of New Bedford Zoning By-laws, Chapter 9 – Comprehensive Zoning to Chapter 9, Section 1200 by 
inserting or amending the following definitions: Fish processing: A process by which harvested seafood 
is eviscerated, resulting in a byproduct. Seafood products: The portions of seafood remaining for 
consumption after processing. Light manufacturing: Fabrication, assembly, processing, finishing work of 
packaging, including seafood products, but excluding fish processing. With a mandate for order control 
during site plan review.  
 
The motion passed on a vote of 5-0, with board members K. Khazan, A. Kalife, P. Cruz, A. Glassman and 
K. Duff recorded in favor; no board members recorded in opposition.  
 
As such the Planning Board sends a favorable recommendation for this proposal.  Please find enclosed 
a copy of the Planning Division Staff Report regarding this matter for the Council’s convenience and 
reference.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Tabitha Harkin, LEED AP ND 
Director of City Planning 
 
encl. Staff Report 
 
cc. John Mitchell, Mayor     Mickaela McDermott, City Solicitor 
 Danny Romanowicz, Building Commissioner  Dennis Farias, City Clerk 


