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CITY OF NEW BEDFORD 
DEPARTMENT OF CITY PLANNING 

133 William Street ● Room 303 ● New Bedford, Massachusetts 02740 

(508) 979-1488 ● www.newbedford-ma.gov 

 

STAFF REPORT 
 

NEW BEDFORD HISTORICAL COMMISSION MEETING                                                                           July 13, 2020 
 
CASE # 2020.14: CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 
                      56-62 N Water St (Map 53 Lot 175)  
  
OWNER:   John J. Meldon, Trustee 
                  Sixty N Water Street Trust  
               56-62 N Water Street    
            New Bedford, MA 02740 
 
APPLICANT:  John Daley 

49 W. Hyannisport Cr. 
Hyannis MA 02601 
 

 
 
OVERVIEW: The bay window on the south side of the rear portion of the Double Bank Building was exhibiting the effects 
of water intrusion and was pulling away from the building. In early 2019, the applicant was provided a Building Permit 
for the removal of the bay’s exterior trim to allow for an Engineer’s assessment and emergency shoring of the bay 
structure. (See attached Engineer’s Communication). In early 2020, the applicant exceeded the limits of the Building 
Permit and performed the support work to the bay without Historical Commission review. The applicant is now seeking 
review of the bay window trim replacement.  
 
EXISTING CONDITIONS: The Double Bank Building is a two-story, 
Greek Revival commercial building designed by renowned architect 
Russell Warren and built between 1831 and 1833 to house the 
Merchants Bank in the south half and the Mechanics Bank in the 
north. It initially measured seven bays wide by three bays deep; a 
three-bay extension to the rear (east) added in 1876 doubled the 
building’s depth to 87 ft. It is considered to be one of the notable 
examples of its building type within Massachusetts and physically 
symbolizes the development of New Bedford as a major port city in 
the first half of the 19th century. It is currently used for professional 
offices. 
 
PROPOSAL: The applicant is seeking to replace the bay window’s 
lower trim boards to match the original and to explore, repair and 
perhaps replace gutters as necessary.   
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FOR BOARD MEMBER CONSIDERATION: In 2006, the NBHC formulated and adopted a policy, The Priority of Historic 
Structures, in which all structures within the District were ranked according to their level of historical and architectural 
significance. The purpose of this ranking is to apply the suitable and consistent standard of review, documentation, and 
treatment for each individual property. 
 
The Double Bank Building is considered a “Priority 1” structure, as it is individually identified in the National Historic 
Landmark nomination for the District and is classified as “mission essential” in the New Bedford Whaling National 
Historical Park’s enabling legislation.  
 
Due to the Double Bank Building’s level of historical and architectural significance, the National Park Service, within its 
Historic Structures Report, recommends that the treatment approach for the structure is preservation as it is defined in 
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties.  

 
STATEMENT OF APPLICABLE GUIDELINES: The Bedford -Landing District Design Guidelines, adopted by the Commission, 
are based on The Secretary of the Interior Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties. The first 
treatment, preservation, places a high premium on the retention of all historic fabric through conservation, maintenance 
and repair. It reflects a building's continuum over time, through successive occupancies, and the respectful changes and 
alterations that are made. 
 
The Standards recommend that all work on historic structures follow these four principles:  

• Deteriorated architectural features should be repaired rather than replaced wherever possible. 

• When replacement of original building material is necessary, new materials should match the material being 
replaced in composition, design, color, texture and other visual qualities. 

• Replacement of missing architectural features should be accurately duplicated based on historical or  
 physical evidence rather than conjecture. 

• Repair methods, such as surface cleaning of the building, should be undertaken using the gentlest methods 
possible. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

     2012 Google Street View Bay Condition                           2017 Google Street View Bay Condition 
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Prior Condition of Bay Window Support Rafters 

Current Condition of Bay Window with New Wood & Steel Support Systems 
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Bay Window Stabilization Plan 
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Bay Window Trim Replacement 
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION: The original trim boards have been retained and are in the possession of the architect, Anthi 
Frangiadis Associates. The intent is to have the replacement trim boards custom milled to match the original trim profiles 
and dimensions and painted. The remaining bay window trim will be sanded and painted white.  

 
The cause of the bay window support failure is water infiltration emanating from the adjacent downspout. In 2016, a new 
roof dormer/deck was installed and the drainage from that feature was tied into the existing downspout without the 
Commission’s approval. Additionally, the bay window gutter drainage is not tied into a downspout and water drips directly 
on to the bay window. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This video demonstrates the current failed drainage affecting the bay window. The 
applicant states that they intend to “check the gutter above” but has not provided any 
type of detail as to how the root problem of water infiltration is to be addressed.  
 
Staff recommends that approval be conditioned that the applicant work closely with Staff 
during the execution of the restoration and the repair of the drainage system.  
 
 
 

 

Unauthorized PVC drain-pipe exiting 
from façade into existing PVC 
downspout. 

Bay window gutter drainage not tied 
into downspout. 

https://player.vimeo.com/video/431601239?app_id=122963

