
Board of Library Trustees
Art Committee

Minutes

The Art Committee of the Board of Library Trustees met remotely on Monday, January 24th, 2022 at 3:30
p.m. via Zoom.

Present: Ann O’Leary, Chair
Lee Blake
Carl Cruz
Diana Henry
Maria Gloria de Sa
Olivia Melo, Library Director
Alexandra Copeland, Art Curator

Ms. O’Leary called the meeting to order at 3:35 p.m.

NEW BUSINESS

New Bedford Art Museum/Artworks! Memorandum of Understanding for 2022

The MOU with the Art Museum which had been tabled for several years, is being re-developed to align
with current exhibitions and future collaboration.  The draft has seen several revisions and at this meeting,
version 3 was reviewed for the edits of grammar and formatting.  A few additional grammatical edits
were made and as requested by the Art Committee, the inclusion of the following:

Exhibit Marketing 

● NBFPL and NBAM will be specifically named as partners in any publication, reporting, or
marketing material regarding the exhibits

The document will be shared with the full Board of Trustees at the regular meeting on January 25th for
review and for a vote on the recommendation of the Art Committee to accept the MOU as written.
A motion was made by Carl Cruz to recommend the MOU to the full Board for acceptance; seconded by
Diana Henry; all in favor.

Acquisitions
Discussion was held on the donations put forth for consideration from the Acquisition Advisory group
which includes library managers and a representation of the Art Museum, who was very helpful and
provided good input throughout the evaluation process of the donations under consideration.

Buffalo in a snowy landscape, print by Robert Blake.
Recommendation of the Acquisition Advisory group was to add it as property rather than part of the
permanent collection.  Discussion was held to clarify permanent collection versus property.

Accessioning an item into the permanent collection constitutes a commitment on the part of the
library to care for the item to the best of our ability for as long as possible and entitles the item to
be included in the fine arts insurance policy carried by the library, that funds may be expended to



conserve the item, and that decisions made as to the disposition of the item are at the final
discretion of the Board of Trustees. The criteria for a acceptance into the permanent collection
was voted on by the Trustees and ensure that this commitment is only made for items of sufficient
quality and worth that add to the collection’s historic and aesthetic context as a museum-quality
art collection.

An item which is kept as property is often either a copy, or a work by a minor area artist that was
not suitable for the permanent collection based our accessioning criteria.  These items may be
kept by the library to use in functions which are not suitable for an item in the permanent
collection, for instance display in non-public areas such as offices, or long-term loans to other
buildings.  Like any other property rightly owned by the library, these materials can be removed,
loaned or returned without involvement of the Trustees.

Motion made by Maria G. de Sa to accept this piece into the permanent collection given the explanation
that it meets some of the criteria in the Acquisitions Policy; seconded by Diana Henry; all in favor with
the abstention of Lee Blake, donor of the print.

Group of 12 prints on silk, found in the collection and never accessioned. Motion made by Carl Cruz to
accept accessioning the items as listed in the report; seconded by Maria G. de Sa; all in favor.

Whaling Ship at sea, ink on paper, Clarence DeMontigny. Motion to accept into the collection made
by Carl Cruz; seconded by Diana Henry; all in favor.

Henry H. Crapo’s House in Dartmouth, unknown artist. Motion to accept into the collection made by
Carl Cruz; seconded by Maria G. de Sa; all in favor.

The Three Marys wood block for printing, Motion to accept into the collection made by Carl Cruz;
seconded by Diana Henry; all in favor.

Head of the Virgin engraving. Motion made to not accept into the collection made by Maria G. de Sa;
seconded by Diana Henry.  Abstention by Carl Cruz; motion passed.

Joannes Volpato. Motion made to accept by Carl Cruz; seconded by Diana Henry; all in favor.

24 Steel Engravigns. Motion to accept by Maria G. de Sa; seconded by Carl Cruz; all in favor.

Letter of Support to MCC on behalf of Art Museum
Ms. Melo shared the letter written in support of NBAM’s application to the Mass. Cultural Council,
Cultural Facilities Fund which was requested on January 3rd and provided to them on January 4th to meet
the grant submission deadline.

Next meeting to be scheduled at a later date.

Meeting adjourned at 5:05 p.m.


