
Monkeypox is a rare disease caused by infection with the monkeypox virus. Monkeypox
symptoms are similar to smallpox symptoms, but milder, and monkeypox is rarely fatal.

How is monkeypox spread?
Monkeypox can spread from person-to-person through direct contact with the infected person’s
rash, scabs, or body fluids. It can also spread by touching items such as sheets, towels, and
clothing that was touched by someone with monkeypox. Monkeypox can spread by respiratory
droplets during prolonged, face-to-face contact, or during close physical contact, such as kissing,
cuddling, or sex.

Early symptoms of monkeypox can include fever, headache, muscle aches and backache,
swollen lymph nodes, chills, tiredness, sore throat, nasal congestion, and cough. Monkeypox
will also cause a rash that can look like pimples or blisters. The rash can be on the face,
hands, feet, chest, genitals, anus, inside the mouth, or on other parts of the body.

See a healthcare provider if you notice a new rash. Avoid close contact with others until a
healthcare provider examines you. Continue to avoid close contact if you are waiting for test
results. If you need to leave isolation, for example to seek medical care, you should cover your
rash and wear a well-fitting mask.

Monkeypox can spread from the time symptoms start until the rash has fully healed and a fresh
layer of skin has formed. People who do not have monkeypox symptoms cannot spread the
virus to others.

The vaccine is currently available for people who have had direct contact with someone who has
tested positive for monkeypox. It is also available for people who have had multiple sexual
partners in the past 2 weeks in an area with known monkeypox cases. 

Where can I get a vaccine in New Bedford?
The vaccine is currently being offered by appointment at Seven Hills - 1177 Acushnet Avenue,
New Bedford, MA 02746. Seven Hills can be contacted by phone at 774-634-3725. 
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For additional information, contact the New Bedford Health Department at 508-991-6199
For up to date information about the monkeypox vaccine visit: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/monkeypox-vaccination
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