
 
 
 
 
July 17, 2020 
 
 
Mr. Dennis Audette RE: Nitsch Project #9972 
Chairman    200 Theodore Rice Boulevard 
New Bedford Conservation Commission    Certificate of Compliance Review 
New Bedford City Hall   New Bedford, MA 
133 William Street   
New Bedford, MA 02744 
 
Dear Mr. Audette: 
 
This letter is regarding the request for a Certificate of Compliance submitted for 200 Theodore Rice 
Boulevard in New Bedford, Massachusetts. Nitsch Engineering received and reviewed the Project Memo re: 
DEP SE-49-0693-200 Theodore Rice Boulevard, prepared by Field Engineering Co., Inc. (FEC), dated July 
13, 2020. The memo provides a response to our comments provided on June 29, 2020 and includes photos 
of new site work performed to address those comments. Sarah Porter performed a site visit to review the 
new work on July 14, 2020; her observations are noted in our responses below. 

 
Based on our review and on-site observations, we offer the following updated comments: 
 
1. Comment closed.  

 
2. The area located directly northwest of the building is still under construction. 

 
FEC Response (5/19/2020): The referenced area is now stabilized with either pavement or vegetation. 
 
Nitsch Response (06/29/2020): The entire site, including the previously referenced area, was observed 
to be substantially stabilized on June 25, 2020. We note that straw wattles are still present along the 
western property boundary. The plastic encasement should be removed and straw distributed evenly. 
 
FEC Response (7/13/2020): The owners have removed the plastic casing of the existing 
overgrown erosion controls to the greatest extent practicable along the easterly side of the 
project site. 
 
Nitsch Response (7/16/2020): Based on the photos provided by FEC and observations by Sarah 
Porter, this comment has been addressed. 

 
3. The As-Built Plan only includes topography in the areas of the drainage basins and large infiltration 

swale. Topography was not shown in the parking areas or some other areas of the site that are part of 
the drainage system. For example, there is a grassed depression with a catch basin shown in front of 
the building with a yard drain. Neither the depression nor the yard drain were installed. Grassed swales 
were included in the landscape island between the parking area and Theodore Rice Boulevard that do 
not appear to be installed and are not show on the as-built. There is a swale with check dams on the 
island to the west of the site. The swale and check dams do not appear to be installed and are not 
shown on the as-built. The crushed stone edge drain along the western property line is not shown on 
the as-built. We recommend the applicant address why these items were not installed as they are part 
of the approved plans.  
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FEC Response (5/19/2020): We have now completed an updated As-Built Plan which shows the 
existing conditions over the entire site, not just the stormwater management features as 
described above. With regards to the features mentioned above, we offer the following: 
 

• Additionally, the swale along the westerly property line between the two parking areas was also 
proposed to convey runoff directly to the inlet located in Theodore Rice Boulevard as well as 
provide separation between the two lots. While a distinct swale is not installed, the area is 
graded to convey the runoff to the inlet, is substantially stabilized and functioning adequately. 
 
Nitsch Response (06/29/2020): As noted by the Applicant, the swale that was proposed in the 
area in the northwest portion of the site was not constructed. During the site visit, the area was 
observed to be a mix of compacted dirt and light vegetation. It appears that there are 
intermitted low points within the island that collect and hold runoff from the adjacent paved 
areas (Photos 6 and 7). Consistent with topography shown in the as-built survey, it appears that 
minimal area is directed to the inlet along Theodore Rice Boulevard as intended in the 
approved plan. Given the generally flat topography and limited available space between the 
parking lots, we recommend that the Applicant consider creating a crushed stone trench, similar 
to the trench further to the south. This would assist in stabilizing the area and providing 
additional capacity for runoff storage. 
 
FEC Response (7/13/2020): The owners have installed a crushed stone trench within the  
grassed strip between the locus parking lot and the adjacent property parking area to 
further stabilize this area.  
 
Nitsch Response (7/16/2020): Based on the photos provided by FEC and observations by 
Sarah Porter, the crushed stone trench appears to address our concerns. Comment 
closed. 

 

• Finally, the crushed stone edge drain that was proposed along the westerly property line to the 
rear of the facility is now installed and conveying runoff from this paved area to the grassed 
infiltration swale. 
 
Nitsch Response (06/29/2020): The trench was observed during the site visit, however we were 
unable to locate the connection between the trench and the grassed infiltration swale and it is 
not provided in the As-Built plan (Photo 8). The Applicant should confirm if this connection is 
was constructed. 

 
FEC Response (7/13/2020): The owners have extended the 4” pipe located within the 
crushed stone trench along the westerly edge of parking to daylight within the grassed 
swale as originally designed.  The outfall of the 4” pipe has been surrounded in stone to 
minimize the potential of erosion at this point of discharge. 
 
Nitsch Response (7/16/2020): Based on the photos provided by FEC and observations by 
Sarah Porter, the 4-inch pipe has been installed consistent with the approved plans. We 
note that some slope disturbance occurred during installation, which should continue to 
be monitored to ensure erosion does not develop. Comment closed. 

 
4. Comment closed.  
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5. Comment closed.  

 
6. Comment closed. 

 
If you have any questions, please call us at 617-338-0063. 

Very truly yours, 
 
Nitsch Engineering, Inc. 
 

 

 
Jennifer Johnson, PE, CFM, CPSWQ, LEED AP 
Project Manager  

JLJ/ 
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