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                                            Environmental Stewardship Department/ 

                                                Conservation Commission 

 

City of New Bedford 

Jonathan F. Mitchell, Mayor 

   

Meeting Minutes of the Conservation Meeting of  

March 24, 2020 

REMOTE PHONE CONFERENCE  

 
Members Absent            Staff Present 

                        Sarah Porter, Conservation Agent 

                                                   Sandy Douglas, Administrative Coordinator  

 

Chairman Audette read COVID-19 Emergency Open Meeting Remote Procedure as 

follows: 

 
This is Chairman Dennis Audette speaking.  Permit me to confirm that all members persons anticipated 

on the agenda are present and can hear me. 

 

Members when I call your name please respond in the affirmative.  State each member’s name. 

Staff, when I call your name, please respond in the affirmative.  State each staff members’ name. 

Anticipated Speakers on the Agenda, please respond in the affirmative.  State each anticipated speaker’s 

name. 

 

The Open Meeting of the Conservation Commission is being conducted remotely consistent with 

Governor Baker’s Executive Order of March 12, 2020, due to the current State of Emergency in the 

Commonwealth due to the outbreak of the “COVID-19 Virus.” 

 

The Order, which you can find posted with agenda materials for this meeting allows public bodies to 

meter entirely remotely so long as reasonable public access is afforded so that the public can follow along 

with deliberations of the meeting. 

 

Ensuring public access does not ensure public transportation unless such participation is required by law.  

This meeting will feature public comment. 

 

Public Comment (If applicable) 

 

When the time for public comment arises, I will make an announcement and invite members of the public 

to submit their comments.  At that time, any member who wishes to make a comment should press*6 and 

then “1” to “sign up” to make a public comment.  I will repeat these instructions again just before the time 

for public comment. 

 

Meeting Materials 



March 24, 2020 Conservation Commission Meeting Page 2 

 

 

 

 

 

All supporting materials that have been provided members of this body are available on the City website 

unless otherwise noted.  The public is encouraged to follow along used the posted agenda. 

 

Meeting Business Ground Rules 

 

We are now turning to the first item on the agenda.  Before we do so, I will review the ground rules for 

effective and clear conduct of our business and to ensure accurate meeting minutes. 

 

I, Dennis Audette, will introduce each speaker on the agenda.  After they conclude their remarks, I will go 

down the line of members, inviting each by name to provide any comment, questions, or motions.  Please 

hold until your name is called.  Further, please remember to mute your phone or computer when you are 

not speaking and please remember to speak clearly and in a way that helps generate accurate minutes. 

 

For any response, please wait until the Chair yields the floor to you and state your name before speaking. 

 

If members wish to engage in colloquy with other members, please do so through the Chair, taking care to 

identify yourself. 

 

For items with Public Comment: 

 

After members have spoken, the Chair will afford public comment as follows: 

 

The Chair will first acknowledge all written public comments previously submitted to the board via email 

and indicate that such comments have been distributed to all board members prior to the meeting.  (Note:  

if time has not allowed for the email comments to be reviewed by the board before the meeting, the Chair 

should read those comments into the record.) 

 

The meeting organizer should put the call into Q&A mode, and the Chair should invite members of the 

public who wish to make a comment to press *6 and then “1” to enter the queue to make a comment on 

the record. 

 

The Chair can select each member of the public individually to unmute them and hear their comments. 

 

Remind each public commentator before making their remarks that they must state their names and 

address of any time limit on their comments. 

 

Finally, each vote taken in this meeting will be conducted by roll call vote. 

      

CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
Chairman Audette called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm 

 

ROLL CALL OF COMMISSIONERS 
Chairman, Dennis Audette, Vice Chairman Paul Pacheco and Commissioner Peter Blanchard 

 

MEETING ATTENDEEES 
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Sarah Porter, New Bedford Conservation Agent 

Sandy Douglas, City of New Bedford Administrative Coordinator 

Rhianna Sommers of Epsilon Associates 

Bob Mallard, ASG 

Stephen Riesland, ASG 

Scot Servis of New Bedford Regional Airport 

Mike Howard, Epsilon Associates 

 

 

All Matters on the agenda have been continued this evening 

except for the following hearing. 

 
1. SE49-0843 – (Continued from 2/4/20, 2/18/20) - A Notice of Intent as filed by Scot, Servis 

Director of the New Bedford Regional Airport for property identified as Map 125, Lot 22; 

Map 123C, Lot 225; Map 124, Lot 28; Map 123, Lot 3 & Map 122, Lot 3).  Applicant proposes 

to reconstruct the terminal apron and conduct drainage improvements.  Representative is Rhianna 

Sommers of Epsilon Associates.   

 

Rhianna Sommers of Epsilon Associates advised that they have been working with Nitsch Engineering 

along with Bob Mallard and Stephen Riesland who are also on this call this evening.  All comments have 

been addressed and finalized with Nitsch Engineering with regard to the stormwater design. 

 

Agent Porter advised that she is ready at this time to issue an Order of Conditions with the following 

special conditions: Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) is to be submitted electronically to 

the Conservation Commission two weeks prior to construction start up; 2. Annual stormwater 

maintenance reports shall be filed with the Conservation Commission in December of each year providing 

the dates and actions of maintenance activities in accordance with the New Bedford Regional Airport 

Operation and Maintenance Plan dated January 2020 prepared by ASG Group.   

 

Commissioner Pacheco made a motion to issue an Order of Conditions with special conditions as read by 

the Agent. 

 

Roll call Vote: 

 

Vice Chairman Paul Pacheco-Yes 

Commissioner Peter Blanchard – Yes 

Chairman Dennis Audette – Yes 

 

All in favor.  Motion carries. 

 

ADJOURN 
 

Commissioner Pacheco made a motion to adjourn at approximately 6:49.  

 

Roll Call Vote: 

 

Vice Chairman Pacheco – Yes 
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Commissioner Blanchard – Yes 

Chairman Audette – Yes  

 

All in favor.  Motion carries. 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 

________________________ 

Sandy Douglas, Administrative Coordinator 


